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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Subject proposed. Invocation of the Holy Spirit. 
-^The Poem opens withJohn baptizing at the river 
Jordan, Jesus coming there is baptized; and is at* 
tested, by the descent of the Holy Ghost, and by a 
voice from Heaven, to be the Son of God, Satan 
who is present, upon this immediately flies up into 
the regions of the air ; where, summoning his In* 
fernal Council, he acquaints them with his appre^ 
hensions that Jesus is that seed of the Woman, 
destined to destroy all their power, and points out 
to them the immediate necessity of bringing the 
matter to proof, and of attempting by snares and 
fraud, to counteract and defeat the person, from 
whom they have so much to dread. This Office he 
offers himself to undertake : and, his offer being 
accepted, sets out on his enter prise, "^In the mean 
time God, in the assembly of Holy Angels, declares 
that he has given up his Son to be tempted by 
Satan; but foretells that the Tempter shall be com^ 
pletely defeated by him i^^upon which the Angels 
sing a hymn of triumph. Jesus is led up by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, while he is meditating 
on the commencement of his great office of Saviour 
of Mankind, Pursuing his meditations he nar" 
rates, in a soliloquy, what divine and philanthropick 
impulses he had felt from his early youth, and how 
his mother Mary, on perceiving these dispositions 
in him, had acquainted him with the circumstances 
of his birth, and informed him that he was no less 
a person than the Son of God ; to which he adds 
what his own inquiries and reflections had supplied 
in conflrmation of this great truth, and particu' 
larly dwells on the recent attestation of it at the 
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river Jordan. Our Lord passes forfj/ da^i,f(tiiing 
in the wilderness; Tzhcre the wild beasts becotnc 
mild and harmless in his presence, Satan now ap^ 
pears under the form of an old peasant ; and en^ 
iers into discourse with our Lord, z^ondering 
^hat could have brought him alone into so dan^ 
gerous aplactj and at the same time professing to 
recognize him fur the person lately acknowledged 
by John, at the river Jordan, to be the Son of 
God* Jesus briefly replies . Satan rejoins with q 
description of the difficulty of supporting life in 
the tenderness; and entreats Jesus^ if he be really 
the Son of God, to manifest his divine power, by 
sChUnging sooie of the stones into bread. Jesus 
reproves him, and at the same time tells him thai 
he knows who he is, Saian instantly avows hinu- 
$elf, and offers an artful apology for himself and 
his conduct. Our blessed Lord severely reprimands 
him^ and refutes every part of his justification. 
Satan, with much semblance of humility, stilLen^ 
deaoours to justify himself ; and, pri^essing his 
admiration of Jesus and his regard for virtue, re- 
quests to be permitted at a future time to hear 
Wtore of his conversation ; but is answered, that 
ttis must be as he shall find permission from above, 
Satan then disappears, and the Book closes with a 
^hori description of mght coming on in the desart. 
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1, who ere wUle the happy garden sung 

By one Man's disobedience lost, now sing 

Recovered Paradise to all mankind^ 

By one Man's firm obedience fiilly tried 

Through all temptation^ and the Tempter fbil'd^ 

In all his wiles, defeated and repub'd^ 

And Eden rab'd in the waste wilderness. 

Thou Spirit, who ledst this glorious eremite 
Into the desart, his victorious field, 
Against the spiritual fi)e, and brought'st him thence 
By proof the imdoubted Son of God^ inspire^ 
As thou art wont, my prompted song, eke mute, 
And bear, through highth or depth of Nature'^ 
bounds, 
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With prosperous wing full summM, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, thotigh in secret done, 
And unrecorded left through many an age ; 
Worthy to have not remainM so long unsung. 
Now had the great Proclaimer with a voice 
More awful than the sound of trumpet, cried 
Repentance, and Heaven's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all baptized : To his great baptism flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with them came 
From Nazareth the son of Joseph deem'd 
To the flood Jordan ; came, as then obscure, 
Unmark'd, unknown ; but from the Baptist soon 
Descried, divinely warned, and witness bore 
As to his worthier, and would have resigned 
To him his heavenly office ; nor was long 
His witness unconfirmM : on him baptized 
Heaven open'd, and in likeness of a dove 
The Spirit descended, while the Father's voice 
From Heaven pronounced him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adversary, who, roving still 
About the world, at that assembly fam'd 
Would not be last, and, with the voice divine 
Nigh thunder-struck, the exalted Man, to whom 
Such high attest was given, a while surveyed 
With wonder ; then, with envy fraught and rage. 
Flies to his place, nor rests, but in mid air 
To, counsel summons all his mighty peers. 
Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd. 
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A gloomy consistcny ; and them amidst. 
With looks aghast and sad, he thi|s bespake. 

O ancient Powers of air and this wide worlds 
(For much more willingly I mention air 
This om* old conquest, than remember Hell^ 
Our hated habitation,) well ye know 
How many ages;, as the years of men. 
This universe we have possess^, and ruFd, 
In manner at our will, the aflairs of earth. 
Since Adam and his facile consort Eve 
Lost Paradise, deceivM by me ; though since 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 
Upon my head. Long the decrees ot Heaven 
Delay, for longest time to him is short ; 
And now, too soon for us, the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compass'd, wherein we 
Must bide the stroke of that long-threatenM wound, 
(At least if so we <jan and by thy head 
Broken be*not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 
In this fair empire won of earth and air,) 
For this ill news I bring, the Woman's Seed, 
Destin'd to this, is late of Woman born. 
His birth to our just fear gave no small cause : 
But his growth now to youth's full flower, displaying 
All virtue^ grace, and wisdom to achieve 
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Things higfiest, gteatest, multiplii^s rtiy fear. 
Before Klitt' a gf(SaX Prtiphef, tb^pttKJlainl 
His c6ihihg, iss^nt harbingei*, i^ho all 
Invites, and ih* the cohsBciiatea' sttrekm 
Pretends to'v^a^' ofFsih, aWdfit thfetti; ^b 
Purified, to receive ftitn f Ure, 6r rather 
To do him honour ai^ thelif king^:* AH* cotoe. 
And lie liirii'self among th'eAi waJ^ bapdz'd ; 
Not thente to be more ptil*6, but to' te'teivt 
The testimony ot Heaven, fliat ^hb he iy 
Thenceforth th6 riatiotiis itaay' not doufet : I saw 
The Prophet dfb hirti re^eYencc : 6h him, rising 
Out of the w^ter, lieaVen above the clouds^ 
Unfold her crystal doors ; thettce on his head 
A perfect dove descend, (i^hate^er rt meant,) 
And out bf Heaven the sovran voice I heard, 
" This IS my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd/' 
Hi^ tfiother then is mortal, but his Sire 
He who ol)tains the monarchy of Heaven : 
And what will he not do to advance his Son ? 
His first-begot we know, and sore have felt. 
When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep : 
Who this is we must learn, for Man he seems 
In all his lineaments, though in his face 
The glimpses of his Father's glory shine. 
Ye see our danger on the utmost edge 
Of hazard, which admits no long debate. 
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But must with something sudden be opposed, 
(Not force, but well-couch'd fraud, well-woven 

snares,) 
Ere in the head of nations he appear. 
Their king, their leader, and supreme on earth. 
I, when no other durst, sole undertook 
The dismal expedition to find out 
And ruin Adam ; and the exploit performed 
Successfully : a calmer voyage now 
Will waft me; and the way, foimd prosperous once. 
Induces best to hope of like success. 

He ended, and his words imjMression left 
Of much amazement to the infernal crew^ 
Distracted and surprisM with deep dismajr 
At these sad tidings ; but no time was tbea 
For long indulgence to their fears or griefs 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprise 
To him, their great dictator, whose attempt 
At first agsunst mankind so well had thrived 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Heirs deep-vaulted den to dwell in lights 
Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea Gods, 
Of many a pleasant realm and province wide. 
So to the coast of Jordan he directs 
His easy steps, girded with snaky wiles. 
Where he might likeliest find this new-declar'd. 
This Man of Men, attested Son of God, 
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Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 

So to subvert whom he suspected raisM 

To end his reign on earthy so long enjoyed : 

But, contrary, unweeting he fulfilled 

The purposed counsel^ pre-ordainM and fix^d. 

Of the Most High 5 who, in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabriel smiling spake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou shalt behold. 
Thou and all Angels conversant on earth 
With man or men's affairs, how I begio 
To verify that solemn message, late 
On which I sent thee to the virgin pure 
In Galilee, that she should bear a son. 
Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God ; 
Tlien told'sther, doubting how these things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghost, and the power of the Highest 
O'ershadow her. This Man, bom and now upgrowD 
To show him worthy of his birth divine 
And high prediction, henceforth I expose 
To Satan; let him tempt, and now assay 
His utmost subtlety, because he boasts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apostasy : he might have learnt 
Less overweening, since he fail'd in Job, 
WTiose constant perseverance overcame 
Whatever his cruel malice could invent. 
lie now shall know I can produce a Man, " 
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Of female seed, far abler to resist 

All his solicitations, and at length 

All his vast force, and drive him back to Hell ; 

Winning, by conquest, what the first Man lost, 

By fallacy surprised. But first I mean 

To exercise him in the wilderness : 

There he shall first lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere I send him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes. 

By humiliation and strong sufferance : 

His weakness shall overcome Satanick strength. 

And all the world, and mass of sinful flesh. 

That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and Men hereafter, may discern. 

From what consummate virtue I have chose^ 

This perfect Man, by merit call'd my Son, 

To earn salvation for the sons of men. 

So spake the £ternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring stood a space, then into hymns 
Burst forth, and in celestial measures mov'd. 
Circling the throne and singing, while the hand 
Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 

Victory and triumph to the Son of God, 
Now entering his great duel, not of arms. 
But to vanquish by wisdom hellish wiles ! 
The Father knows the Son ; therefore secure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untried. 
Against whatever may tempt, whate'er seduce. 
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Allure, or terrify, or undennine. 

Be frustrate, all ye stratagems of lieUy 

And, devilisb maclunatioDs> come to nouglif I 

So they in Heaven tijelr odes and yigil^ tun'd z 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet sope d^jKt 
Ifodg'd in Bethabara, where John baptiz'd^, 
Musing, and much reyplying in his l^reastj 
How best the migl|i)by work hie mighjb bfSgiQ 
Of Saviojar to mankind, and whic)^ way fijn^t 
Publish his God-Uke offi.ce now n^t]i^e. 
One day forth walk'd alon.^, the l^jurij^ leading 
And his deep thoughts, the be^cyr to c^ver^e 
With solitude^ till, far from t^r^k of pjen. 
Thought following thought, aod step )>y step k4 c^^ 
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Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To such perfection, that, ere yet my age 
Had measur'd twice six years, at our great feast 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propose 
What might improve my knowledge or their own $ 
And was admir'd hy all: yet this not all 
To which my spirit aspirM ; victcwrious deeds 
Flam'd in my heart, heroick acts ; one whUe 
To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke, 
*Then to subdue and quell, o'er all the earth. 
Brute violence and proud tyrannick power. 
Till truth wefe freed, and equity restored : 
Yet held it more humane, more heavenly, first 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 
And make peisuasion do the work of fear ; 
'At least to try, and teach the erring soul. 
Not wilfully misdoing, but unware 
Misled ; the stubborn only to subdue. 
These growing thoughts my mother soon pereeh^i^ 
By words at times cast forth, inly rejoicM, 
And said to me apart, ^' High are thy thoughte, 
Son, but nourish them, and let them soar 
To what highth sacred virtue and true worth 
CJan raise them, though above example high; 
By matchless deeds express thy matchless sire, 
iPor know, ^thou art no son of mortal man ; 
Though men esteem thee low of parentage, 
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^ Thy father is the Eternal King who rules 

All Heaven and Earth, Angels and sons of men ; 

A messenger from God foretold thy birth 

Conceiv'd in me a virgin; he foretold, 

Thou should'st be great, and sit on David's throne. 

And of thy kingdom there should be no end. 

At thy nativity, a glorious quire 

Of Angels, in the fields of Bethlehem, sung 

To shepherds, watching at their folds by night 

And told them the Messiah now was born. 

Where they might see him, and to thee they came^ 

Directed to the manger where thou lay'st. 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A star, not seen,before, in Heaven appearing. 

Guided the wise men thither from the east. 

To honour thee with incense, myrrh, and gold ; 

By whose bright course led on they found the place^ 

Affirming it thy star, new-graven in Heaven, 

By which they knew the King of Ismel born. 

Just Simeon, and prophetick Anna, warn'd 

By vision, found thee in the temple, and spake^ 

Before the altar and the vested priest. 

Like things of thee to all that present stood."— 

This having heard, straight I again revolvM 

The Law and Prophets, searching what was writ 

Concerning the Messiah, to our scribes 

Known partly, and soon found, of whom they spake 

I am 3 this chiefly^ that my way must lie 
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Through many a hard assay, even to the death. 

Ere I the promisM kingdom can attain. 

Or work redemption for mankind, whose 

Full weight must he transferred upon my head# 

Yet, neither thus dishearten'd or dismay'd. 

The time prefixM I waited; when hehold 

The Baptist, (of whose birth I oft had heard. 

Not knew by sight,) now come, who was to come 

Before Messiah, and his way prepare ! 

I, as all others, to his baptism came. 

Which I believ'd was from above ; but he 

Straight knew me, and with loudest voice proclaua'd 

Me him, (for it was shewn him so from Heaven,) 

Me him, whose harbinger he was ; and first 

Refiis'd on me his baptism to confer. 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 

But, as I rose out of the laving stream. 

Heaven opened her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spirit descended on me like a dove ; 

And last, the sum of all, my Father's voice. 

Audibly heard from Heaven* pronouncM me his^ 

Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 

He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the iiaic 

Now frdl, that I no more should live obscure, 

Qut openly begin, as best becomes. 

The authority which I derived from Heaven« 

Aa4 now by somet strong motion I am led 
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Into this wilderness, to what intent 
I learn not yet; perhaps I need not know. 
For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 
So spake our Morning-star, then in his rise. 
And, looking round, on every side beheid 
A pathless desart, dusk with horrid shades ; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human steps untrod : 
And he still on was led, but with su^h thoughtl 
Accompanied of things past and to come 
Lodg'd in his breast, as well might rec(ffi[imead 
Such solitude before choicest society. 
RiU forty days he pass'd, whether on hfll 
Sometimes, anon on shady vale, each night 
Under the covert of some ancient oak 
Or cedar to defend him from the dew. 
Or harbour'd in some cave, is not reveal'd j 
Not tasted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till those days ended ; hunger'd then. at last 
Among wild beasts : they at his sight grew mild. 
Nor sleeping him nor waking haimM ; liis walk 
The fiery serpent .fled and noxious wonn. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd. aloof. 
But now an aged man in mral weeds. 
Following, as seemid^the quest of some «tray-ewc 
Or wither'd sticks to gather, vwhich might ^erve 
Against a winter's: day^* when winds blow keen. 
To warm him wet returned from field at eve. 
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He saw approach^ who first with curious eye 
Perus'd him, then with words thus utter'd spake. 

8ir^ what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who pass 
In troop or caravan ? for single none 
Durst ^ver, who return' d, and dropt not here 
His carcass^ pin'd with hunger and with drouth. 
I ask the rather, and the more admire. 
For that to me thou seem'st the Man, whom late 
Our Q^w baptizing Prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan honoured so, and call'd thee Son 
Of God : I saw and heard, for we sometimes 
Who dwell this wild, constrained by want, ccxne 

forth 
To town or village nigh, (nighest is far,) 
Whete aught we hear, and curious. are to hear 
What happens new; fisune also finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me 
hither. 
Will bring me hence ; no other guide I seek. 

By miracle he may, replied the swain; 
What othei- way I see not ; for we here 
live cm tough roots and shrubs, to thirst inur'd 
More than the camel, and to drink go far. 
Men to much misery and hardship bom : 
But, if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of these hard atones be made thee bread. 
So shalt thou save thyself, and us relieve 

VOL. IV. c 
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With food, wkeieof tve wretched ^idom taster 

Ht aided, and the Soit of God tiepUedw 
Thiidl*8t thou itieV for^e in bread ? ti itootmitJbea, 
(F(^ I discern thee otiber ths^ dtdn seieia*6t>) 
Man lives not by hfedA only, hvit eacii ivoi4 
Proceeding ftcm tbi^ iriiMth of Gdd ^ who fed 
Our UVkevs h^re Widi maftna? I)i tfie tnoi^at 
Moses was forty <i^ ii<^ eal^ tior dtilnki 
And fortf dnys Elijah, without food> 
Wander'd this kllTen Witefte | the same I now : 
Why dost thoU dieli tug^est to me distm^ 
Knowing wb^ i am, as I falOW who tibouart? 
Whokn thtk$ answered fl^ Arch-Pieto^ aowvili^ 
disguised. 
1^ true I am that l^^it i^nfortanate^ 
Who^ leaguM with teiltions more in rash revolt^ . 
Kept not my hsippf fsMiotiy but was driven 
With them from bliss to the bottomkss deep, . 
Yet to that hideous place not so cofifin'd 
By rigour unccmnivikig, but that oft^ 
Leaving my dolorous pdbon, I enjoy 
Large liberty to round ibis glot>e of earthy 
Or range in the air $ nor from the Heavoi d Heai^ns 
Hath he excluded my te^ort sometimes. 
I came among the soils of God^ when he 
Gave up int6 my hands XJvzesa Job 
To prove him and itlimtiiaiile his high worth ; 
And^ when to all Ins Angels fae proposed 
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To draw the -pnui king Ahab into 

That he might Ml in Ramoth> they demairing^ 

I undertook that office, and the tongues 

Of all his flattering prophets glibb'd with lies 

To hi* destruction, asl had in charge ^ 

For what be bids I do. Though I have lost 

Much lustre of my nstiv^ brightness, lost 

To be belov'd of God, I have not lost 

To love, at least contemplaite i^ admhre, 

Wkat I s^e emefAleatln good, Cft fiur. 

Or ^rtuous ; I should so have loi^ all sense : 

What can be then less in m^ than ieekt 

To see diee add af^Koach thee, whoQi I kMw 

Declared the Son of God, to hear ailteii^ 

Thy wisdom, and beiiold thy Godlike d^ds ? 

Men generally think me mnich a foe 

To all mankind:: ^y shoidd 1} Ikey to me ^ 

Never did wrong i)r vi^odenoe ; by <diem 

I lost not ft4iat i lost, radier bf t^iem 

I gained ivbat I ha¥e gttin'^, and witfa ffeeftt dweMy^ 

Copartner i& these pegioils of the ^world. 

If not disposer; l«id^em oft aiy fsfi^ 

Omny advice l^ ptesa^ and s^Ai^ 

And answers, omdles^ pitftmts, atid 49e«its, 

Whereby they nny dit^et 'Aidii'ftiture lifei 

Envy they say ascites fne> thus to faSn 

Companicffirs of my flfdseiiy said woe. 

At first it may be ; but, long ^ioce mtfk ^m^- 
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Nearer acqtmnted, hcfw-l feel, by proof, 

Tha^ fellowsliip in pain divides not smart. 

Nor lightens aught each man's peculiar load. 

Small consolation then, were man adjoinM : 

This woands me most^ (what can.it less ?) that Man, 

Man fall'ii sliall be restored, I never more. 

To whom our Saviour sternly thus replied. 
Deservedly thou griev'st, C(«npos'd of lies 
From the beginning, aad in lies wilt end; 
Who boast'st release from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heaven of Heaven's : Thoucom'st indeed 
As a poor miserable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he befcnre had sat 
Among the prime in splendour, now depos'd. 
Ejected, emptied,, gaz'd, unpitied, shunn'd, 
A spectacle of ruin, or of scorn. 
To all the host of Heaven : The happy place 
Imparts to thee no happiness, no joy. 
Rather inflames thy t<Mrment; representing 
I^^ bliss, to thee no more eommunicable. 
So never mqre in Hell than when in Heaven. 
But thou art serviceable to Heaven's King. 
Wilt thoju impute to obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleasure to do ill excites ? 
What but tby malice mov'd thee to misdeem 
Of righteousj Job, then cruelly to afflict him 
With all inflictipn^ ? but his patience won. 
The oth^r service was thy chosen task. 
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To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 
For lying in is thy sustenance^ thy food* 
Yet thou pretend'st to truth ; all oracles 
By thee are given^ and what confessed more true 
Among the nations ? that hath been thy crafty 
By mixing soipewhat true to vent more lies. 
But what have been thy answers, what but dark^ 
Ambiguous, and with double sense deluding. 
Which they who ask'd have seldom understood. 
And not well understood as good not known ? 
Who ever by consulting at thy shrine 
Returned the wiser, or the more instruct. 
To fly or follow what concerned him most. 
And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 
For God hath justly given the nations up 
To thy delusions 5 justly, since they fell 
Idolatrous ; but, when his purpose is 
Among them to declare his providence 
, To thee not known, whence hast thoa then thy truth. 
But from him^ or his Angels prei»dent 
In every province, who^ themselves disdaining 
To approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What, to the smallest tittle, thou shalt say 
To thy adorers ?. Thou, with trembling fear. 
Or like a fawning parasite, obey'st : 
Then to thyself ascrib'st the truth foretold. 
But this thy glory shaH be soon retrenched ; 
No more shalt ]diou by oracling abuse 
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The Gentiles; henceforth Omctes are o^as'd^ 

And thou no mol^e ulirlth |KH«p imA s^rifioe 

3halt be in(]pttr*ii «t PeJ^osj or d^where 5 

At k»»i m wtin^ fet diey shall fiod tkoe SMivteft ; 

God halh »o«^ sent hk Uting oriide 

Into the w)dtld to teach his final wHl, . 

And eeilds fats .Sjnrit of imih heii€^rtk to 4i^l 

In pious hedrt6> fein inward or^l^ 

To all tnith resq[uifiile for men to kno^« 

So spake our Suvfoiur ; but the ^btk Fiefidi 
Though inly stunj^ With anger Utid disdaifi^ 
Dissembled^ and t&i« aosw^ sfliootfa retutn'd. 
Sharply thou hast ih^ii^Hted op re^Hike^ 
And urg'd me hard with d^g«^ whteh Aot wiil 
But miseiy hath vhreated from me^ Where 
Easily canst thou fihd one m^ierable. 
And not enforc'd oft-times to patt fit)m trudi^ 
If it may stand hiia more ki tteitd to Iie> 
Sdy and Hnsaf > feig;n^ flatter^ olr abjure ? 
But thou art pkc*d fibov^ me^ didu art L6ni 9 
From th^e I oAli^ fund nrust sublniss, endure^ 
Check Of reprobf^ atid ^d to ^scape 96 <|«it. 
Hard are the wliyfe of truth, and ro^h to Walk, 
Smooth on the tongue liii^ours'd^ pleilsing to the lear^ 
And tuneable as aylVan jpipe or song ; 
What wonfdfer then if I deKght to hetir 
Her dictates from thy mouthy Most men acknire 
Virtue, who follow laot hef iore ; pettnit me 
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To hear thee when I coroe^ (since no man eomes^) 
And talk at leasts though I despair to attain* 
Thy Father^ who is holy^ wise and pure^ 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous priest 
To tread his sacred courts^ and minister 
Ahont his altar, handling holy things. 
Praying or vowing ; and voachsaf M his voice 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 
Inspired: disdain not such access to me. 

To whom oar Saviour, with unalterM brow ; 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy scope, 
I bid not, or forbid ; do as thou find'st 
Permission from above ; thou canst not more. 
' He added not; and Satan, bowing low 
His gray dissimulation, disappeared 
Into thin aik* difiiisM : for now began 
Night with her sullen wings to double shade 
The desart ; fowls in their clay nests were couched 5 
And now wild beasts came forth tile woods to 
roam. 502 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The BUdplef of Jesufy uneasy at his long absence^ 
reason amongst themselves concerning it. Mary 
also gives vent to her maternal anxiety : in the 
expression of which she recapitulates many circum^ 
stances respecting the birth and early life of her 

Son. Satan again meets his Infernal Council, 

reports the bad success of his temptation of our 
Blessed Lord, and calls upon them for counsel 
and assistance, Belial proposes the tempting of 
Jesus with women. Satan rebuked Belial for his 
dissoluteness, charging on him all the profligacy of 
that kind i$icribei by the poets io the Heathen 
Gods, and rejects his proposal as in no respect 
likely to succeed. Satan then suggests other mode9 
of temptation^ particularly proposing to avail him" 
self of the circumstance of our Lord's hungering ; 
and inking a hand ^f chosen Spirits v>ith iim, re- 
turns to resume hfs enterprise. Jesus hungers in 
the desart. Night comes on ; the manner in which 
our Saviour passes the night is described. Morn- 
ing advances. Satan again appears to Jesus, and, 
after expressing wonder that he should be so en- 
tirely neglected in the wilderness^ where others had 
been miraculously fed, tempts him with a sumptuous 
banquet of the most luxurious kind. This he re^ 

jects, and the banquet vanishes, Satan, finding 

our Lord not to be assailed on the ground of appe- 
tite, tempts him again by offering him riches, as 
the means of acquiring power : This Jesus also re-- 
jects, producing many instances of great actions 
performed by persons tmder virtuous poverty, and 
specifying the danger of riches, and the cares and 
jfuins inseparable from power and greatness. 
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Meam Trfaik the nefir-bapdz'd, who yet feiiiaiQ'4 

At Jordan with the Bapdst, ind had seen 

Him whom they heaid 4so late expresdy call'd 

Jesus Messiah^ Soft of God deckr'd. 

And on that high authoiiiy had beHev'd^ 

And with him ta&'d, aad with him lodg^d^ I meoii 

Andrew and Simon^ fsraous after Imown^ 

With others though in Holy Writ not iiam'd j 

Now missing him^ theic joy so lately feond^ 

(So lately founds and bo abmptfy gme^) 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days. 

And, as the days cttcneas'd, encneas'd 'dieir doubt, 

Sometimes they ^diougfat ihe might be onfy ahowii» 

And (or a time cauj^t iqp to God, as caice 
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Moses was in the moant and missing long^ 

And the great Thisbite^ who on fiery wheeb 

Rode up to Hearen, yet once again to coine: 

Therefore^ as those young prophets then with care 

Soi^ht lost Elijah^ so in each place these 

Nigh to Bethabara^ in Jericho 

^The city of palms^ iEnon^ and Salem old, 

Machflems, and each town or city wall'd 

On this side the broad lake Genezaret^ 

Or in Peraea ; but returned in vain. 

Then on the bank of Jordan^ by a creek. 

Where winds with reeds and osiers whispering play. 

Plain fishermen, (no greater men them call,) 

Close in a cottage low together got. 

Their unexpected loss and plaints out breath'd» 

Alas, from what high hope to what relapse 
Unlocked for are we fall'n ! our eyes beheld^ 
Messiah certainly now come, so long 
Expected of our fathers ; we have heard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace and truth j 
Now, now, for sure, deliverance is at hand. 
The kingdom shall to Israel be restored ; 
Thus we rejoic'd, but soon our joy is turned 
Into perplexity and new amaze : 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retire 
Alter appearance, and again prolong . 
Our expectation ? God of Israel^ 
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Send thy Messiah forth, tlie time is come; 

Behold the kings of the eartli, how they oppress 

Thy chosen ; to what highth their power unjust 

They have exalted, and behind tliem cast 

Ail fear of thee ; arise, and vindicate 

Thy glory ; free thy people from their yoke* 

But let us wait; thus far he hath perform'd. 

Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him. 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and showa 

In pubiick, and with Jliim we have convers'd; 

Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

Lay on his Providence ; he will not fail. 

Nor will withdraw him now, n<wr will recall. 

Mock us with liis blest sight, then snatch him hence; 

Soon we shall see our Hope, our Joy, return. 

Thus they, out of their plaints, new hope resuxae 
To find whom at the first they found unsought i 
But, to his modier Mary, when she saw 
Others retur&'d from Baptism^ not her son. 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none. 
Within her breast though calm, her breast thotigk 

pure. 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus 

clad. 
O, what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceived of God, or that salute. 
f^ Hail highly favour'd^ among women blest T* 
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« 

While I to sorrows am no less advancM^ 

And fears as eminent, above the lot 

Of other women, by the birth I bore ; 

In such a season born, when scarce a shed 

Could be obtained to shelter him or me 

From the bleak air ; a stable was our warmth, 

A manger his ; yet soon enforc'd to fly 

Thence into Egypt, till the murdeimis Idag 

Were dead, who sought his life, and missing fiHM 

With infant blood the streets of Bethlehem ; 

From Egypt home returned, in Nazaredi 

Hath been our dwelling many years; his life 

Private, unactive, cairn, eontempladve, 

liittle suspicious to any king ; but now. 

Full grown to man, acknowledged, as I hear. 

By John the Baptist, and in publiek shown. 

Son own'd from Heaven by his Father's voice, 

I look'd for some great change ; to honour ? n©. 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, 

That to the fall and rising he should be 

Of many in Isra(^l, and so a sign 

Spoken against, that through my veiy smI 

A swoFd 1^11 pierce : This is my fevofurM iot^ 

My exaltation to afflictions high ; 

Afflicted I may be, it seems, and blest 5 

I will not argue that, nor will repine* 

But where delays be now ? some ^eat intent 

Conceals him : when twelve fCMB lie scarce had seen 



Btet tu PARADISE lEBAINElh 31 

I lost him, but so foutii), as tvtll I sHW 
He could not lose himself^ but went about 
His Father's business } what he meant I flotsTd, 
Since understand^ mufch more his absence tww 
Thus long to some great purpose he ohscora. 
But I to wait with patience am inin^d; 
My heart hath been a store-house long of lASngt 
And sayings laid up, poften<!Sng strange events. 

Thus Maty, ponderiug oft, and oft to tnin4 
Recalling What femaricably had pus'd 
Since first her sa^tlftatiOin heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compo^*d awaited the fiitfillingi 
Tlie while het sbil, tracing the desart wild. 
Sole, but with holiest incfditalions fed. 
Into himself descended, and iat once 
All his great worlc to come before hitn set; 
How to begin, how to acfcompfi^ Vest 
His end of being on earth, and mission high^ 
For Satan, with sly preface to return^ 
Had left him vacant, and with speed was goffie 
Up to the middle region of thick air. 
Where all his potentates in council sat; 
Trtiere, without sign of boast, or sign of joy. 
Solicitous and blank, he thus began. 

Princes, Heaven's ancient Sons, ethereal Thmnei^ 
pemonian Spirits now, ftom the element 
Each of bis reign allotted, rightlier callM 
Powers of 'fire, air, water, and eaith henwthi! 



Si PARADISE REGAINED. book n« 

(So may we hold our place and these mild sea>ts 

Without new trouble,) such an enemy 

Is risen to invade us, who no less 

Threatens than our expulsion down to Hell; 

I, as I undertook, and with the vote 

Consenting in full frequence was impowerM, 

Have found him, view'd him, tasted him ; but find 

Far other labour to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam, first of Men, 

Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell. 

However to this Man inferiour far ; 

If he be Man by mother's side, at least 

With more than human gifts from Heaven adom'd^ 

Perfections absolute, graces divine. 

And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds^ 

Therefore I am returned, lest confidence 

Of my success with Eve in Paradise 

Deceive ye to persuasion over-sure 

Of like succeeding here : I summon all 

Rather to be in readiness, with hand 

Or counsel to assist ; lest I, who erst 

Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd» 

So spake the old Serpent, doubting; and from all 
With clamour was assured their utmost aid 
.At his command : when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the dissolutest Spirit that fell. 
The sensuallest, and, after Asmodai, 
The fleshliest lacubus 3 and thus advis'd. 
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Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among the daughters of men the fairest found : 
^ Many are in each region passing fair 
As the hocm sky; more like to Goddesses 
Than mortal creatures^ graceful and discreet, 
Expert in amorous arts^ enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, virgin majesty with mild 
And sweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach, 
Skill'd to retire, and, in retiring, draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the power to soften and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow^ 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope dissolve, 
Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At will the manliest, and resolutest breast. 
As the magnetick hardest iron draws. 
Women, when nothing else, beguil'd the heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him build^ 
And made him bow^ to the Gods of his wives. 

To whom quick answer Satan thus retum'd. 
Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh'st 
All others by thyself 5 because of old 
Thou thyself doat'st on womankind, admiring 
Their shape, their colour, 'and attractive grace 
None are, thou think^st^ but taken with such 

toys. 
Before the Flood thou with thy lusty crew^ 
False titled sons (^ God^ roaming the eanh 

VOL. IV. i> 
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Cast wanton eyes on the daughters oi meiiy 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 

Have we not seen, or by relatioQ heard. 

In courts and regal ehambers how thou hiric'st. 

In wood or grove, by mos^ foimtain side, 

In valley or green oieadow, to way-lay 

Some beauty rare, Calisto, Clymene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many moi^e 

Too long^ then lay'st thy scapes on names ador'd, 

Apollo, Nqittti^e,. J;upiter, or Pan 

Satyr, qx FmiHy or Sylvan ? But these haunts 

Delight not all : among the sons of men, 

How maiqr have wJ& a smile made smaU acr 

.count 
Of Beauty and her lures, easily scoriai'd 
All her assaults, on worthier things intent ! 
Remember that Pellean conquerour, 
A youth, how all the beauties of the East 
He slightly view'd, and slightly overpassed ^ 
How he, surnam'd of Africa, diismiss'd. 
In his prime youth, the &ir Iberian maid* 
For SolomcHi, he liv^d at ease, and full 
Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher design than to ^joy his s^te ; 
Thence to the bait of women lay expos'd : 
But he, whom we jattempt^ is wiber far 
Than Sokaaaonj of more exalted vaindj 
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Made and set wholly on the accomplishment 
Of greatest things. What woman will you find^ 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame 
On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 
Of fond desire ? Or should she^ confideiit^ 
As sitting queen ador'd on Beauty's throne^ 
[Qescend with all her winning charms begirt 
To enamour^ as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, so fables tell ; 
How would one look from his majestick brow. 
Seated as on the top of Virtue's hill, 
Discountenanpe her despised, and put to rout 
All h^ array; her female pride deject, 
Or turn to reverent awe ! for Beauty stands 
In the admjuiation only of weak minds 
Led captive ; cease to adjoiire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat, and shrink into a trivial toy. 
At every sudden sUghting quite abased. 
Therefore with manlier objects we must try 
His constancy : with such as have more show 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praise. 
Rocks, whereon greatest men have oftest wrecked; 
Or that which only seems to satisfy 
Lawful de^Jres of nature, not beyond ; 
And now I know he hungers, where no food 
Is to be found, in the wide wilderness : 
The rest commit to me ; I shall let pass 

c2 
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No advantage^ and his strength as oft assay* 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud ac- 
claim ; 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen hand 
Of Spirits, likest to himself in guile. 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons, each to know his part : 
Then to the desart takes with these his flight ; 
Where, still from shade to shade, the Son of God 
After forty days fasting had remain'd. 
Now hungering first, and to himself thus said. 
Where will this end? four times ten daysFve 
passed 
Wandering this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite ; that fast 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I suffer here ; if nature need not. 
Or God support nature with repast 
Though needing, what praise is it to endure ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks 5 yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way. 
Though hunger still remain ; so it remaim 
Without this body's wasting, I content me, 
And from the sting of famine fear no harm : 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts, that feed 
Me hungering more to do my Father's wilL 
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It was the hour of nighty when thus the Son 
Commnn'd in silent walk^ then kiid him down 
Under the hospitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there he slept^ 
And dream'd^ as appetite is wont to dream^ 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreshment sweet : 
Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith stood. 
And saw the ravens with their homy beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing, even and mom. 
Though ravenous, taught to abstain from what they 

brought: 
He saw the Prophet also, how he fled 
Into the desart, and how there he slept 
Under a juniper ; then how awak'd 
He found his supper an the coals prepared. 
And by the Angel was bid rise and eat. 
And eat the second time after repose. 
The strength whereof suiHc'd him forty days : 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partddc 
Or as a guest with Daniel at his pulse* . 
Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 
Left his ground-nest, high towering to descry 
The Mom's approach, and greet her with his 

song: 
As lightly from his grassy couch up rose 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream ; 
Fiurfing he went td sleep, and fasting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his steps he rear'd^ 
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From whose high top to ken the prospect round; 

If cottage were in view, sheep-cote, or herd 5 

But cottage, herd, or sheep-cote, none he saw; 

Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove. 

With chant of tuilefoi birds resounding loud: 

Thether he bent his way, detennin'd there 

To rest at noon, and enter'd soon the $hade 

High-roof d, and walks beneath, and alleys hrokn^ 

That open'd in the midst a woody scene $ 

Nature's own work it seeinM^ Nliture taught Art^* 

And, to a superstitious eye, the haunt 

Of Wood-GodsandWood-Nymphs: hevIewMitiouttd 

When suddenly a nmn before him stoiod; 

Not rustick as before, but seemlier clad. 

As one in city, or court, or palace bred^ 

And with fair speech these words to him address 'd. 

With granted leave officious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long shoiild bide. 
Of all tlyngs destitute ; arid, well I know. 
Not without hunger. Others of som^ note. 
As story tell, have trod this wilderness ; 
The fugitive bond-woman, with her son 
Out-cast Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing Angel ; all the race 
Of Israel here hsld famish'd, had not God 
Rain'd from Heaven manna ; and that Prophet bold^^ 
Native of Thebez, wandering here was Eed 
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Twice' by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of thee these forty days iione hath regard, 
Forty and more deserted here iadeed. 

To whom thus Jesus^What conclud'st thouhenee? 
They aA had need ; I^ as thou seest, have none. 

How hast thou hunger then ? Satan replied. 
Tell me, if food were now befove thee set, 
Would'st thou not eat ? — 'Thereafter as I iflce 
The giver, imswer'd Jesus — ^Why should that 
Cause thy reAisal ? said the subtle Fiend. 
Hast thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatines, by just right to thee 
Duty and service, nor to stay till bid. 
But tender all theur power? Nor mention I 
Meats by the law unclean, or offisr'd first 
To idols, those young Daniel could refuse ; 
Nor proffer'd by an enemy, though who 
Would scruple that, with want opjuress^d? Behold, 
Nature ashamed, or, better to express. 
Troubled, that thou shouldst hunger, hath purveyed 
From all the elements her choicest store, 
T9 treat thee, as beseems, and as her Lord, 
With honour : only deign to sit and ea^. 

He spake no dream ; for, as his words had end, 
Our Savtour liftii^ up his eyes beheld. 
In ample space under the broadest shade, 
A table rickly s{H:ead, in regal mode. 
With dishes pU'd, and meats of noblest sort 
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And savour ; beasts of chase, or fowl of game^ 
In pastry built, or from the spit, or boird, 
Gris-amber-ste^m'd} all fish, from sea or shore^ 
Freshet or purling brook, of shell or fin. 
And exquisite^t name, for which was drain'd 
Pontus, ftnd Lucrine bay, and Africk coast. 
(Alas, how simple, to these cates compai'^d. 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve !) 
And at a stately side-board, by the wine »' 
That fragrant smell difiiis'd, in order stood 
Tall stripling youths rich clad of fairer hue 
Than Ganymed or Hylas ; distant more 
Under the trees now tripp*d, now solemn stoodj^ 
Nymphs of Diana's tiTiin, and Naiades 
With fruit3 ^nd flowers from Amalthea's horn, • * 

And ladies of the Hesperides, that seem'd 

^ "I 

Fairer than feignM of old, or fabled since 

Of faery damsels, met in forest wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore. 

And all th^ while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming strings, or charming pipes ^ and winds 

Of gentlest gale Ai'abian odours fann'd 

From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest smells. 

Such was the splendour; and the Tempter now 

His invitation earnestly renew'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat ? 
The3C are not fruits forbidd'n ; no interdict 
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Defends the touching of these viands pure ; 

Their taste no knowledge works, at least of evil^ 

But life preserves, destroys life's enemy. 

Hunger .with sweet restorative delight. 

All these are Spirits of air, and woods, and qNringi^ 

Thy gentle ministers, who come to pay 

Thee hom^e, and acknowledge thee their Lord : 

What doubt'st thou. Son of God? Sit down and eat. 

To whom thus Jesus temperately replied. 
Said'st thou not that to all things I had right ? 
And who withholds my power that right to use? 
Sliall I receive by gift what of my own. 
When and where likes me best, I can command^ 
I can at wiU^ doubt not, as soon as thou. 
Command a table in this wilderness. 
And call swift flights of angels ministrant 
Array'd in glory on my cup to attend : 
Why should'st thou then obtrude this diligence^ 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? • 
And with my hunger what hast thou to do? 
Thy pompous ddicacies I contemn. 
And count thy specious gifts no gifts, but guiles. 

To whom thus answer'd Satan malecontent. 
That I have also power to give, thou seest; 
If of that power I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have bestow'd on whom I pleased. 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chose to impart to thy apparent need^ 
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Why sliould*st thou not accelpt it ? but I see 

What I can do or ofiei* is suspect; 

Of these things others quickly will dispose, 

Whose pains have eamM the fer^fet spoil. With thit 

Both table and provision vanish'd quite 

With sound of harpies' wings and talons heaid ; 

Only the iinpdrtune Tempter still remainM> 

And with thtee wcnrds his temptalion putsiiedi 

By hunger^ that each other creature tames. 

Thou art not to be harmed, therefore not mov'd; . 

Thy temperance, invincible besides^ 

For no allurement yields to appetite ; 

And all thy heart is set on high designs. 

High actions : but wherewith to be achieved ? 

Great acts require great mean^ of enterprfee; 

Thou art unknown, un&iended, low of birth^ 

A carpenter thy fether known, thyself 

Bred up in poverty and straits at home. 

Lost in a desert here and hunger-bit : 

Which way, or from what hope, dost thou aspire 

To greatness ? whence authority deriv'st ? 

What followers, what retinue canst thou gain^ 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude. 

Longer than thou canst feed them on thy cost } 

Money brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms: 

What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

And his son Herod placM on Judah's throne. 

Thy throne, but gold that got him puissant friends ? 
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Therefore if at grieat thiiigs thou would'st irrive, 
Get riches first, get wealth, and treasure faeap^ 
Not difficult if thou hearken to me : 
Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 
They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain^ 
While vhrtu* vieilotilr, wisdom, sit in want. 

To whom thus Jesus patiently replied. 
Yet wealth, withbut these three, is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd. 
Witness those ancient empires of the earthy 
In highth of all their flowing wealth dissolved : 
But men endued with these have oft attained 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds ; 
Gideon, and Jeptha, and the shepherd lad^ 
Whose oflgpring on the throne of Judali sat 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
That seat, and reijgn in Israel without end. 
Among the Heathen, (for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of memorial,) canst thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus ? 
For I esteem these names of men so poor. 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches, though ofFer'd from the hand of kings« 
And what in me seems wanting, but that I 
May also in this poverty as sdon 
Accomplish what they did, perhaps and ttiore ? 
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I|||\{illt BOl fiches then^ the toil of fools^ 

IfW w» man's cumbrance, if not snare; more apt 

To slacken virtue^ and abate her edge 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 

What if with like aversion I reject 

Riches and realms ? yet not, for that axrown^ 

Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns. 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights^ 

To him who wears the regal diadem. 

When on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein stands the office of a king. 

His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise. 

That for the publick all this weight he bears. 

Yet he, who reigns within himself, and rules 

Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king ; 

Which every wise and virtuous man attains ; 

And who attains not, ill aspires to rule 

Cities of men, or headstrong multitudes. 

Subject himself to anarchy witliin, 

Or lawless passions in him, which he serves. 

But to guide nations in the way of truth 

By saving doctrine, and from eiTour lead 

To know, and knowing worship God ariglit. 

Is yet more kingly; this attracts the soul. 

Governs th(3 inner man, the nobler part ; 

That other o'er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which, to a generous mipd. 
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So reigning^ can be no sincere delight. 
Besides^ to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to assume. 
Riches are needless then, both for themselves, 

« 

And for thy reason why they should be sought. 
To gain a scepter, oftest better missM. 48^ 
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THmD BOOK 

i 

OF 

PARADISE MEGAINEB. 



tHE ARGUMENT. 

S^an, in a fpeech of mach flattering commendation , 
endeavours to awaken in Jesus a passion for glor^y 
% particularising various instances of conquests 
iUhieved, and great actions performed, by persons 
at an early period of fife. Our Lord replies, by 
$ho7»ing the vanity of worldly fame, and the im- 
proper means by which it is generally attained; 
and contrasts with it the true glory of religious 
patience and virtuous wisdom, as exemplified in the 
character of Job, Satan justifies the lote of glory 
from the example of God himself, z6ho requires it 
from all his creatures, Jesus detects the fall ay 
of this argument, by showing that, as goodness is 
the true ground on which glory is*due to the great 
Creator of all things, sinful Man can have no 
right whatever to H.^-Satan then urges our Lord 
respecting his claim to the throne of David; he 
tells him that the kingdom of Judea, being at that 
tinie a provinde of Rome, cannot be got possession 
of without much personal exertion on his part, and 
presses him to lose no time in beginning to reign, 
Jesus refers him to the time allotted for this, as 
for all other things ; and, after intimating some- 
what respecting his own previous sufferings, asks 
Satan, why he should be so solicitous for the exaU 
tation of one, whose rising was destined to be his 
fall. Satan replies, that his own desperate state, 
by excluding all hope, leaves little room for fear : 
and that, as his own punishment was equally 
doomed, he is not interested in preventing the reign 
of one, from whose apparent benevolence he might 
rather hope for some interference in his favour."^ 
Satan still pursues his former incitements ; and, 
supposing that the seeming reluctance of Jesus to 
be thus advanced might arise from his being un* 
acquainted with the world and its glories, conveys 
him to to the summit of a high mountain, and from 
thence shows him most of the kingdoms of Asia, 
particularly pointing out to hit notice some cxtvfk- 

VOL, IV, B 



crdintury mUUary preparaUom of the Pmihkm$ 
to resist the iufiurnans of the Sejfihians* He then 
informs our Lord^ that he showed him thU put' 
posel^ thai he might see now necessary miUtary 
exertions are to* retain the possession of kingdoms ^ 
as vM as to subdue them ai firsts and adeibt kirn 
to consider how impossible it vms to mtdntain Judea 
against two such pozoerful neighbours as the Romans 
and Parihians^ dud how necessary it would- ft» io 
form an. alUance with one or other of themi At 
the same time he recommends^ and engages to 
secure to Mm, thed of the Paratkians ; and tetis 
him that by this means hw power wUt be dtfefided 
from any thing that Rome or Caesar might attempt 
against ity and that he will be able to extend his 
glory widest and especially to aecomplish^ what was 
particularly necessary to make the throne ofJudea 
really the throne of Damd^ the deliverance and 
restoration of the ten tribes, still in a state of 
captivity* Jesus, having briefly noticed the vahity 
of military efforts and the weakness of the arm of 
fleshy says^ that when the time comes for ascending 
his allotted throne^ he shall not be slack / he tC" 
marks on Satan* s extraordinary zeal for the deli- 
verance of the Israelites^ to whom he had ahes^^ 
showed'himself an enemy J and declares their terni" 
tude to be the consequence of their idolatry f, but 
addSf that at a future time it may. perhaps please 
God to recall them^ and restoro^them to their 
liberty and. native land* 
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So SPAK£ tlMf Skm 6f God ; and Satan ^ood 
A while^ ttS Unite, ^oi^fotmded what to sslj, 
What to i^^y, conftited, and convmc'd 
Of his wifstk Urgmng and fitlladoQs drift ; 
At length, colleetihg aU his serpent wiles. 
With soothkig' wordis reiiew'd hutt thus aecosts. 

I i^ Ihoa kiiot/st wtraie is of ttse to kn&Wj 
Whai^b(6^ licxsa^ eai»5t s&y, id do canst dfo; 
Thy act*6fts to^ Ay #orife atec<»fd, Ay ^dfds 
To thy^ Mgei bteif ^ trttennoe dtf e, thy heart 
Contain^ of ^ofdA, Wisef, jnst, the perfect sha{i6. 
ShouM^M{g!s uMi liation!^ frbm thy ihoath coftiSult, 
Thy cbM^l w^tf hie as iSkt oiacle 
tTriin and Thummim, those oractilous gems 
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On Aaron's breast; or tongue of seers old 
Infallible : Or wert thou sought to deeds 
Tliat might require the array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be such^ that all the world 
Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In battle, though against thy few in arms. 
These God-like virtues wherefore dost thou hide. 
Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness ? Wherefore deprive 
All Earth her wonder at thy acts, thyself 
The fame and glory ; glory, the reward 
That sole excites to high attempts, ihe flame 
Of most erected spirits, most tempered pure 
Ethereal, wlio all pleasures else despise. 
All treasures and all gain esteem as dross. 
And dignities and powers all but the highest ? 
Thy yeai^ are ripe, and over-ripe > the son 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere these 
Won Asia, and the thi'one of Cyrus held 
At his dispose; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride ; young Pompey quelled 
The Pontick king, and in tritimph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature. 
Quench not the thirst pf glory, but augment. 
Grciat Julius, whom now all the world admiccs. 
The more he gr^w in years, the more In&m'd ' : 
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With glory, wept that he had Uv'd so long . 
Ingkuious : But ttiou yet art not too late.. 

To whom ourSaviour calmly thus replied. 
Thou neither dost persuade me to seek weakh 
For empire's sake, nor empire to affect 
For glor/s sake, by aU thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 
TThe people's praise, if alwaya praise unmix'd ?. 
And what the people but a herd confiis'd, 
A miscellaneous rabble who extol 
Things vulgar, and, well weighM, scarce worth the 

jNraise? 
TThey praise, and they admire, they know not what, . 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by such extoird, . 
To live upon their tongues, and be their talk. 
Of whom to be. dispraisM were no small, praise ? 
His lot who dares be singularly good. 
The intelligent am<»ig them and the wise 
Are few, and glory scarce of few is raisM. , 
This is true glory and renown, when God 
Looking on the earth, with approbation marks 
The just man, and divulges him through .Heaven < 
To all his Angels, who with pu^ applause * . . 
Recount his praises ; thus he did to: Job, . 
When, to* extend hi$ &ipe through < Heaven and. 

Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may'st weU remembei| 
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He ask'd ihe^^ *^ flast ihou seen my s^rvafit Job)'^ 
Famous lie was in Heaven^ on Earth less knoivn | 
Where gloiy is fidse glorjr, attributed 
To things not ^oiiqus^ inen not worthy of ifiunet 
They err, who (Mnrnt it glprious to sidMLuo 
By conquest far and wldcj to ovetvrun 
Large countries, and in fiehl gp^t battle* wlii> 
Great dties by assault? What do thes# wottMtMSi 
Put rob and qpoil> bum, skugfater, and enslave 
Peaceable nations, neighbouring, or H^kOle^ 
Madift fmptive, yet dostndng freedom mord 
Than those their cpnquerours, who loavo behind 
N<ythmg but luin wheresoever tin^ rove. 
And aU thft loorishing works (tf poaoo destroy I 
Then swell with prido, and must be titlad GodSji 
Great Bonefactors of aaaidcind, Delhrorar^ 
Wonhipt with temple, fAmt^ and saorlflce ) 
One is the son Of Jdve, ^ M<ur* thf) oti^er $ 
Till conqueraur Beaidi discotror thona aearee meoj 
Rolling ii^ brutish vieas, and deform^<^ 
Violent or Aamefiil daaih their due rewardt 
But if there be in glory aught of good. 
It may by moaaBAur different b^ attainM> 
Without ambitiM> t^ or violence \ 
By d^eds pf paapa, by wkidom eminent^ 
By patiendi, temj^raiica i I meniion still 
Him, whom thy wrongs, with faintly patience borne, 
Mftd« fiMHOW ^ k land iftd iam» obscure s 
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Who na«M iMt ogw 9Mk koRcnir patient Job ? 
Poor Socnt^ (mbo Bext more memonMe ?) 
By what he tamght, aad snfler'd for so Mug, 
For tnitb^s pake «iiftBring deaths imjiDt^ Kvc^tKnr 
Equal in fioiie 4» {Hmidest conqueroiiTs. 
Yet if for £mq^ and glory aught be done^ 
Augbt •uier'4s tf yoimg Afnean for JEune 
His watted «0iiii^ freed from Fonick rage; 
The deed bdoomet uuprais'd, the man at leasts 
And loses^ though but ^reibal^ his reward. 
Shall I sedk^lory Aeneas ¥aiB men aedcy 
OftjMt^lestff/d? I jseek not rnine^ but his 
Who^epit me ; «nd hereby witness whence I am. 

To whom dife Tempts Hmanuring tints replied. 
Think not too sUght ^glory ; therein least 
ResembUpg diy great Fjatihef : He sedcs gbry^ 
And for his glory aU things made, all things 
Orders and gen^eMK^ tior eontent in Heaven 
By all hit Angels ^korified, requires 
Glory ffiom men^ fram fdl men^ good or bad. 
Wise or uAwke^ no dfiiFerefice^ no exemption ; 
Above all sa^ffice, or haUow'id gift. 
Glory fce i^quifes, md glory he receives. 
Promiscuous from tS. nations, Jew orGrec^^ 
Or barbarous, Bor exeepiion hadi deda/d ; 
From us, his foes pronouncM, giory he exacts. 

To whom our Saviour fervently replied. 
And reason j Ame his word fdl things prodoc'd. 
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Tliough chiefly not for glory as prime end^ 
But to show forth his gopdness^ md impart 
His good communioahle to every soul 
Freely ; of whom what could he less expect 
Than glory and benediction^ th^t is^ thadbs^ 
The slightest, easiest, readiest recompence . 
From them who could retuTQ him nothing else^^ 
And, not returning that, would likeliest render 
Contempt instead, dishonour, obloquy } 
Hard recompeiiqe, unsuitable return 
For so much good, so much beneficence ! 
But why should man seek glory, who of his own . 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs^ 
But condenmation ignominy and shame ? 
Who for so many benefits received, 
Turn'd recreant to God, ingrs^te and false. 
And so of all true good himself despoil'd ; 
Yet, sacrilegious, to himself would take 
That which to God done of right belongs : 
Yet so much bounty is in God, such grace. 
That who advance his glory, not their own. 
Them he himself to glory will advance. 

So spake the Son of God ; and here again 
Satan had not to answer, but stood struck 
With guilt (rf his own sin ; for he himself. 
Insatiable of glory, had lost all j 
Yet of another plea bethought him soon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, said he, so de^in j 
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Worth or not worth the seeking, let, it pass. 

But to a kingdom thou art bom^ ordained 

To sit upon thy father I^vid's throne^ 

By mother's side thy fother; though thy right 

Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 

Eailily from possession won with arms : 

Judsea now and all the Pronus'd Land^ 

Redue'd a province imder Roman yoke^ 

Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always rul'd 

With temperate sway ; oft have they violated 

The temple^ oft the law, with foul affronts^ 

Abominaticmfi rather, as did once 

Antiochus: And think'st thou to regain 

Thy right, by sitting still, or thus retiring ? 

So did not Maccabeus : he indeed 

Retir'd unto the desart, but with arms ; 

And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd^ 

That by strong hand his fiEimily obtained. 

Though priests, the crown, and David's thione 

usurp'd. 
With Modin and her suburbs once content. 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And duty J zeal and duty are not slow^ 
But on oceasion's forelock watchftil wait : 
They themselves rather are occasion best ; 
Zeal of thy father's house, duty to ft'ce 
Thy country from her Heathen servitude, 
3q shalt thou best ftilfil, best verify 
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The Pnqplfee(t9 0U9 vto inaig thy eniHess reiga ; 

The haf^i^ rdgo^ llie fofioer it begkisi t 

Reign then ; what Cfmt dKxi ixMer 4o die wUle?^ 

To whwi <)ur Sinwiur AosfWier thw cet^ 
All thi^gii ai9? tost fUffiH'i k ifaetr idM 
And time there ififyrM Amg^ IVudi hath siUU 
If of my reigB {wcipb^tif^ Wiit helfa *ol^ 
That it shall mnner (NMiy so, when begin^ 
The Father in Ins ptn^Qse iitth ileqrefid 1 
He, in wbosi^ hmd tU tfines »«d fleasaw pscil« 
What if he haidi deore^fi IM 1 dull iir^t 
Be tried in humble §Me^ nd Akagi adaieKMCy 
By tribulati«0usy i«jw'kif^ iitftilliy 
Ck>ntempti^ m4 iK^iinif 9 tuid aaaiiei^ an4^v»dhppG«> 
Suffering, abstaiiiflff, i^uktiy fispeotiBg, 
Without distrust or 4aiilM^ that iie may know 
What I can wtkf, faow obey ? Whi» faest 
Can suffer, best can io ; heit xdipiy who first 
W^ haA obey'd ; justtnai, orelJBimt 
My exaltation without change or £nd. 
But what conecara^ it thee^ wfatn 1 ihegm 
My enFerla^tk^ Jas^dom ? Why M ditau 
Solicitous ? WiM w»Y€» ihy miifmiiim ? 
Know'st thou not tliat my fimg i& Ihy &II, 
And my piowotko M^iH be thy destriieiMA^ 

To whom the Tesipler, mly mtVd, repiifid« 
Let that come when ii eiwacs ; aU hcpe k i^ 
Of my reception Jbto grace ; what worse ? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear : 
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If there be woif«^^ the cs^ceMSon mope 

Otvnmt twtnrtfl me than the faettng ctB> 

I would be at the worst : worst is my port. 

My hpAoitf, and muf uldmale repose $ 

Tb0 t»i I would MAxy my &Md good* 

My en^m was mf frmur, and ny crime 

My crime $ wliate««r, for iteelf eondemn'd $ * 

And will alike tie pimish^d^ wbethfr ttMiu 

Reign, or reign not; though to lint gentle tiroir 

Willingly oovld I £|y^ nsd hope thy reign. 

From that placid mpiai and sieek Mgw^d^ 

Rather thaa aggiavitte my c^ itale. 

Would steid botween ne ^d thy Father's ire, 

( Whesa fape J dffad noie Aaa die tire of HeM,) 

A shelter, and a kind of shading cool 

Interposition, as a aummer*« cte«d^ 

If I theii te the vdvst that ean be faaste^ 

Why move thy feet ao sAow to wtyil is best, 

)ftippi«0l, hotfi %o tfiyself and dl the weild. 

That thou, who worthiest art, shoiM'st be their 

king? 
Perhaps thoa Ikiger^st, in deep thoughts defainM 
Of the ewterprise so hasardous and high ; 
No wonder f hnr, "Aough in tfiee be united 
What of perfection can in nia» beimmd. 
Or human nature can receive, consider. 
Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent 
At home, 9(piirce ri^d ^t OaBlefm t^wrn, 
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And once a year Jerusalem^ few days' 

Short sojourn ; and what thence could'st thou ob<« 

serve ? 
The world thou hast not seen, much leas her ^oiy. 
Empires, and monarchy, and their radidnt courts^ 
Best school of best experience, quickest in«ght 
In all things that to greatest actions lead. 
The wisest, unexperienc'd, will be ever 
TinK>rous and lotb> with novice modesty, 
(As he who, seeking asses, found a kingdom,) 
Irresolute^ unhardy, unadventurous : 
But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 
Those rudiments, and see before thine eye» . 
The mcmarchies of the earth, their pomp and state ; 
Sufficient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thyself so apt, in regal arts. 
And regal mysteries; that thou may'st know 
How best their opposition to with$tand*. 
With that, (suqh power wa? given him then,) he 

took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain, outstretched in circuit wide. 
Lay pleasant 5 from his side two rivers flowed. 
The one winding, the other straight, and left be-» 

tween 
Fair champain with less rivers intervein'd. 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the sea : 
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Fertile of com the glebe, of oil and wine ; 

With herds the pastures thropg'd, with flocks the 

hills; 
Huge cities and higfa-tower'd, that well might seem 
The seats of mightiest monarchs ; and so large 
The prospect was, that here and there was xocm 
For barren desart, fountainless and dry. 
To this high nxnintain top the Tempter brought 
Our Saviour, and new tndn of words began. 

Well ha¥<f we speeded, and o'er hill and dal^ 
Forest and field and flood, temples and toweis. 
Cut shorter many a league ; here thou behold'st 
Assyria, and her. emj^'s ancient bounds, 
Araxes and the Ca^ian.lake ; thence on 
As far as Indus ea^ Euphrates west, 
And oft beyond: to south the Persian bay^ 
And, inaccessible, the Arabian drouth : 
Here Nineveh, of length within his waH 
Several days journey, built by Ntnus old. 
Of that first golden monarchy the sea^ 
And seat of Sahnanassar, whose success 
Israel in long captivity still mourns; , 
There Babylon^ the wonder of all tongues^ 
As ancient, but rebidlt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy iather David's house 
Led captive, «nd. Jerusalem laid waste, • < 

Till Cyrus set them free ; Persepolis, : . 
qis ciiy, there thou seest^ stud BactratfaerQ; 



£cbatana bei' fttfuctiim vist lQM!re ^(Tf^ 
ibid H6ttatfMq)y}bi^ bo buftdred gutei/ ; 
There Susa by Choaspes^ amber streafily 

BuiU by EnatUam eir b]r FivMsii iM^^ 

Th« great SekMfe^ Misibii^ mi ibere 

Artaxata, TemAdtfy ClerfipbM^ 

Tii«ADf irftk eny eyry tlwKl mi^/'st 1^}U)14 

All thesyr «k» Pavdiiaily (iM^ MMi^ 

By gMkt Akmu's M^. t^ho^ foatniti ikt 

That Mn ph c'y X a»der hk dbM&iiM If^yiy^ 

From the ktoimiis kingsf cflit MlAo^ ^PbllW' 

And just pf dme' diou eim/sc to lMiV9 A ^16^ 

Of hb great powar;. fo9 iMvr thtt^ f^u^tiistt kil^ 

In Ctesiphon h^k^ gaA«r^il iriff his hdist 

Against the ScrfMiAy ^htm iA6&r4tm^ ^tcP 

Have wasted SbgdikniM | t6 h^ aid^ 

He marcheli newi m< IttUsttt' ^ i^(§>' tl^)()ugh fit^nlki ikr> 

His thousaAdb^ iw wiiat miAitilil eqi]^g<^ 

They issue foTAfy. sM^l bbMP» a»d shkiAd tUteb^ tirms. 

Of equal dremi i« tSsf^^ 6i> 'm i^MMiiH ; 

All horsemen^ in^ wMdif %h!t^)^ m^st tUctJ*; 

See how iirwwl&e'iiAtefiid^lh^ ^t^, . 

In rhombs^ undy^^tOg^ ^iHt^ Half-i$)b6iM^ aA^ ii\i4ng^. 

He lookM/aiidf sttill^ i^4Ut^A^Mflbd^]ltitribetl^ 
The city gatefj* oil«*pttB*'di <^W-antttid ti»dofWi 
In coats of mail^ iktMt fiSIitaly ^i de ; 
In mail^ tiieir hofM^ cb^ f^ fleWUnd' strongs 
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Prauncing their ridecs hotCf Ihe iowet iknd choitoe 

Of mmy proviaees iron bound t^ bouid } 

FVom Aradion^ fimn Candaor cast* 

And Margiaim to iheHjrrcMUi di& 

Of Cattcasu^ and dark Ibeiian dthsf 

From Atrc^patkr and! Ihe M^iboiii^ 

Of AdUbcae, Medk, md the sdinb 

Of Susiana, to Balm's hafen. 

Heianrtbia mdkeir fotais^of tetdeiug'df 

Haw ^uiok ihafifUmfiir mi Syixig bdnoiddKO 

filttJt 
Sharp sleet of aiioaiy^slttnffsiii affsdnit itefiiCB 
Of their pursuersySfld cMiPtamer by* fli^ I 
The field all ina oast a gfemniagrbrcMmr 
Nor wantadk doudi of jbot^ oicnr oadatth Jhm» 

CuirasBiM alfc ill 8ted^ f Of fittfndUlg^ fi^Mfr 
Charioti^ or etephaiUB ttiddnr^d with t»iM^ 

Of archers; norof tabourii^pioiieeitt 
A muititude^ wMii spadttt^ aad axes aim'd^ 
To lay hills pkuoy ftlttwood^ or valleys flU^ 
Or wh^e plaia was: labe hillr ^ oiwrkyr 
With bMffsM riMMB pvow^ as wbba-ydte } 
l^ide* aftsi iheb^iAtttb alldi <koiMdM^ 
And waggons^ fimghtwttb dtaasOs'^aw. 
Such forces met no^ ncnr so wldo ik oaitt|^ 
WhenJI^iafltt wift idl his fidi^ltaNrtt? pDWef» 
Besieg'd Albraoctt^ nr r ottttniftiea ieU^ 
The city of <aiMndiitil#r<fe»itt whiai»tc^<i<ii . 
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The fidrest of her sex Angelica^ 

His daughter^ sought by many prowest knights^ 

Both Paynim^ and the peers of Charlemain< 

Such and so numerous was their chivaky : 

At sight whereof fhe Fiend yet more presumed. 

And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every wiay secure ♦ 

On no slight grounds thy safety; hear, and mark^ 
To what end I have brought thee hither, and showd 
All thb fdr sight : Thy kingdom, though foretold 
By Prophet or by Angel, unless thou 
Endeavour, as thy father David did. 
Thou never: shalt obtain ; prediction still 
In all things, and all men, supposes meaHs^ 
Without means used, what it predicts revokes. 
But, say thou wert possessed of David's throne. 
By free consent of all, none opposite, 
Samaritan or Jew ; how could'st hope 
Long to enjoy it, quiet and secure. 
Between two such enclosing enemies, 
Roman and Parthian ? Therefore one of these 
Thou must make sure thy own ; the Parthian first 
By my advice, as nearer, and of late 
Found able by invasion to annoy 
Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 
Antigonus and old Hyrcanus, bound, 
Maugre the Roman : It shall be my task 



To render liyse tkc FartU^ fd: dia^gM, 
CSuNBe vhiek tbou wilt, hf ocoMmcst wt b]F Ita^ z 
By him thou shah regain, without him not^ 
That which alone i»n ixulj re-install thee 
In DavidPi jojod seat, his true sueceasonir, 
Deliverauoe of th|f bnethren^ those ten tribes, 
Wkoae offipring in his territory yet serve. 
In Habor, and amoBf^ the Medes dispersed : 
Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph, lost 
Thus long from Israel, senring, as of old 
TImot fathers in the land of Egypt senr'd. 
This offer sets faefore thee to delimer* 
These if from sen^de thou shalt restore 
To their inheritance, tlien, nor till Ihen^ 
Thou on the durone of David in full gkny^ 
From Egypt to Euphrates, and beyoQd, 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Cesser net ai^ fust^ 

Tp whom our Saviour answerM libasy umno/d* 
Much ostentation vahk of fledily arm 
And fragile arms, mucb instrument >of war. 
Long in preparii^, aeon to nothing bxougli^ 
Before min^ i^es thou hast set ; and ia my ear 
Vf ated muidk policy, and pno^oets deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battles and leagues. 
Plausible io the wodd, to one worth naugfat* 
Means I must nee, dioM say^st, fcedifliion eke 
Will unpredict, and Iftil me iof the ftne^e t 
My time, i told tiiee, <an^ that ijmt ior Ibte 
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Were better furthest off,) is not yet come : 

When that comes, think not thou to find me slack 

On my part aught endeayouring, or to need 

Thy politick maxims, or that cumbersome 

Luggage of war there shown me, argument 

Of human weakness rather than of strength. 

My brethren^ as thou call'st them, those ten tribes 

I must deliver, if I mean to reign 

David's true heir, and his full scepter sway ' 

To just extent over all Israel's sons. 

But whence to thee this zeal ? Where was it then 

For Israel, or for David, or his throne, 

When thou stood'st up his tempter to the pride 

Of numbering Israel, which cost the lives 

Of threescore and ten thousand Ismelites 

By three days pestilence ? Such was thy zeal 

To Israel then j the same that now to me I 

As for those captive tribei^ themselves were they 

Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 

From God to worship calves, the deities 

Of Egypt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 

Add all the idolatries of Heathen round, 

Besides their other worse than heathenish erim^ ; 

Nor in the land of their captivity 

Humbled themselves, or penitent besought 

The God of their forefathers ; but so died 

Impenitent, and left a race behind 

Like to diemselvesi distinguishable scarce 
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From Gentiles, but by circumcision vain ; 
And God with idols in their worship join'd. 
Should I of these the liberty regard. 
Who, freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd. 
Headlong would follow ; and to their Gods perliaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? No; let them serve 
Their enemies, who serve idols with God. 
Yet he at length, (time to himself best known,) 
Remembering Abraham, by some wonderous call 
May bring them back, repentant and sincere. 
And at their passing cleave the Ass]rrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste; 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 
When to the Promis'd Land their fathers pass'd : 
To his due time and providence I leave them. 
So spake Israel's true king, and to the Fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it, when with truth falshood contends. 

443 
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THE ARGUMENT- 

Satan persisting in the temptation of our Lord^ showi 
him Imperial Rome in its greatest pomp andsplen* 
dour^ as a power which he probabljf would prefer 
before that of the Parthians ; and tells him thai 
he might with the greatest eas^ expel Tiberius^ 
restore the Romans to their liberty^ and make 
himself master not only of the Roman Empire^ 
but by so doing of the whole world, and inelu* 
sively of the throne of David, Our Lord in reply 
expresses his contempt of grandeur and worldly 
power, notices the luxury, vanity ^ and profligacy 
of the Romans, declaring how little they merited 
to be restored to that liberty^ which they had lost 
by their misconduct^ and briefly refers to the greats 
ness of his own future kingdom. Satan^ nowdes^ 
perdtCf to enhance the value of his proffered gifts, 
professes that the onlytermSy on which he will 
bestow them, are our Saviour's falling dorxm and 
worshipping him. Our Lord expresses a firm but 
temperate indignation at such a proposition^ and 
rebukes the Tempter by the title of " Saian for 
ever damned/^ Satan, abashed^ attempts to Jus- 
tify himself : he then assumes a new ground of 
temptation, and, proposing to Jesus the intellectual 
gratifications of wisdom and knowledge, p^nts out 
to him the celebrated seat of ancient learnings 
Athens, its schools^ and other various resorts of 
learned teachers and their disciples; accompanying 
the view with a highly-finished panegyrick on this 
Grecian musicians, poets, orators, and philosophers 
of the different sects, Jesus replies, by showing 
the vanity and insufficiency of the boasted Heathen 
philosophy; and pr^res to the musicK poetry ,elo- 
quenee, and didactick policy of the Greeks, those 
of the inspired Hebrew writers. Satan irritated 
at the failure ofM his attempts, upbraids the in- 
discretion of our Saviour in rejecting his offers ; 
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andfhofotngf in ridicule of his expected kingdem^ 
foretold the sufferings that our Lard was tfo un^^ 
dergOf carries mm back into the pom^rnesSy amf 
iecfses him there. Night comes on : Satan ratsee 
atremendaus storm^ and attempts further to alarm 
Jesus with frightful dreams^ and terrffiokthreutefH 
i^ spectres J which however haoe no effect 9^0^ 
h^» A ealmf bright, b^utjful morning succeeds 
to the harrours of the nigfit. Sttla^ again presenis 
himself to our blessed Lordy andt ffom noiS^g 
the storm of the preceding night as pointed jehi^M 
at him, takes occasion once mare to insuif^ him i^m 
an account af the sufferings whiiih he 7»us eertain^ 
to undergo. This onl^ dfams from oar f^ord U 
brief rebuke. Satan, now ut tne height ^ his 4Mr 
peration^ a>nfesses that he had freque^tl^ zoat^^ 
Jfesiis from his birth, purposely fo d^s^^^er if. he 
u^s the true Messiah y and, collecting from mhti 
passed at the river Jordan that he most prcfbabfgi 
was so, he had from that time more ^ssiduouslg 
followed him, in hopes of gaining some ttdva/niag^ 
over him, which would most fffectucdl^ prote that 
he was not really that Divine Person Sestined to ^ 
his ^^fatai Enemy J' In this he acknowledges Hhtina 
has hitherto completely failed f but stUl detenmnH 
to make one more triql qfhim, Acootdlngty h^ eon^^ 
vet/s him to the Temple at Jerusalem^ and, pkMlg 
him on a pointed eminence, requires him to pro^ 
his Divinity either by stundiitg therp^ or easting 
Jlimself down with safety, 0ur Lord reproves t^ 
Tempter, and at the same time manifests his own 
pivinity by standing on this dangerous poirtt^ 
Satan, amazed and t4rr^ed, instantly fMs ; and 
repairs to his Infernal Compeers, to rotate the bam 
success of his enterprise. Angets in 0ia mean time 
convey our blessed Lord to it bdaut^ulvallpyt uimk 
v^hilethey minister to him a repast c/ celestiiifQad^ 
celebrate his victory in a triumphal hymn. 
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PiiillE^LSx^tt ^d troubled at his bad stieeesn 

The Tempter ^UxA^tiot bad what ito reply, 

t^&covier'd in Hs fir&ud, tbrowti frdih his hope 

$o oft, and the persuasit'e rhetotick 

That sleek'd his tongue, and ulron ^ much oh Ete^ 

So little here, hay lost ; but Et^ was Eve ; 

ITiis fiur his over-match, wile, sielf-deccJiv'd 

And rash, hetore-hand had hd better weighed 

The stren^h he was to cope with, or his own: 

But as a man, who had been matehless held 

In cuniiing, over-reach'd where least he thought, 

To salve his Credit, and for yiery ^ite. 

Still will be tempting him who foils him still, 

Ai)d lieyer crease, though to liis shiune the more} 
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Or as a swarm of flies in vintage time^ 

About the wine-press where sweet must is pour'd 

Beat off, returns as oft with humming sound; 

Or surging waves against a solid rock. 

Though all to shivers dash'd, the assault renew^ 

(Vain battery !) and in froth or bubbles end; 

So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 

Met ever, and to shameful silence brought, 

Yet gives not o*er, though desperate of success. 

And his vain importunity pursues* 

He brought our Saviour to the western side 

Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 

Another plain, long, but in breadth not wide, 

Wash'd by the southern sea, and on the north. 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills 

That screen'd the fruits of the earth, and seats of men^ 

From cold Septentiion blasts; thence in the midst 

Divided by a river, of whose banks 

Onjeach side an imperial city stood. 

With towers and temples proudly elevate 

On seven small hills, with palaces adorn'd 

Porches, and theatres, baths, aqueducts. 

Statues, and trophies, and triumphal arcs. 

Gardens, and groves, presented to bis eyes. 

Above the highth of mountains interposed \ 

(By what strange parallax, or optick skill 

Of vision, multiplied through air, or glass 

Of telescope, were curious to inquire :) 
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And now the Tempter thus his silence broke. 
The city, which thou seest, no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earthj 
So far renownM, and with the spoils enrich'd 
Of natk>ns ; there the Capitol thou seest. 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable ; and there mount PStlatine, 
The imperial palace, compass huge, and high 
The structure, skill of noblest architects. 
With gilded batdemehts conspicuous far. 
Turrets, and terraces, and glittering spires : 
Many a ikir edifice besides, more like 
Houses of Gods, (so well I have disposed 
My aery microscope,) thou may'st behold. 
Outside and inside both, pillars and roofs, 
Carv'd woik, the hand of fam'd artificers^ 
In ceder, marble^ ivory, or gold. 
Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and see. 
What coxiflux issuing forth or entering in ; 
Prsetors, prticonsuls to their provinces 
Hasting, or on return, in robes of state, 
Lictors and rods, the ensigns of their power. 
Legions and cohorts^ turms of horse and wings i 
Or embassies from regions far remote, 
In various habits, on the Appian road. 
Or on the Emilian ; /some from fieorthest south, 
Syene, and where the shadow both way fails,' 
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The re^im lif B<N9€lMw 110 ^Bliftc]^WMK>rj^ 

Fjvta the Aria» kiogsy Slid Parthiaa^aQi^g^^ 

From IsidBa and the g«Mieii Ghe»Min!m>- 

And utmost haikik iAe TiqpvUbwiey 

Dusk feces with wbit^ aUiEeBi tmhM0 wmthTd | 

From Gillia^ Gadeli^ and &a Btfitkb iMort ^ 

Germans^ and Sc^imh^ and SiixiMhDsi^'wmAi 

Beyond DtHubius to the Taurick pM* 

All nations now t» Rome dbeifieilte p^f { 

To Rome's grfeat emimroiu;, ^rimse Mte ihUBin^. 

In ample: tmnterjryivdAltiiyflDdpaMner^ 

Civility of manatijis^ avtBf 9nd anis^ 

And long reboin^ thoii Jtft% HM^t ^vdftf 

Before the Paitidait. Tbesd ttvo Aneaies e^o^^^. 

The rest are tarharous, und ^cuve Wdvth tile ^if^ 

Shar'd amoag pet^ kings too te f eHKiv'd ^ 

These having shown tii«e^ I hEvre; sbtrnm Aa^t M 

The kingdoms of At inmrbl^ and alt &eir gtt>rj^. 

This empf ittuT kaA no son, and imhv' i» i)td> 

Old and lascividaB^ and ftotti Rdme i«tlr^d 

To Caprese, all MaMd ilffifijll^ but ^ffcM^'^ 

On the Cani^atafi shoi^ with p^&fqfd^ tUnm 

His hma Ittsii te pA\^e <d ^i^oy ; 

Committing to a Wkkefd fihMnrite 

All publick carisl^j, Mfi yet of lUm^a^picidus; 

Hated U afij md H^p With t^t «aese^ 

Endued 1^ fegaf ^tf4h1i^> ai^ thi^ M> 
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Appearing, $nA begmning ndUe icedsy 
Might'st thou exptl tfak mimster. ftom bk daoii^ 
Now made astfe; and, m his place aaccadu^ 
A victor pipoide free from €eiv8a yokel 
And with m J help thou ma/tt I to ttie die jpoaw 
Is give9, and by tlMt iigliit I give ft thee* 
Aim therefivpe %t bo lata than afl the world} 
Aim at the highest^ imldiotit the highest atHua'd, 
Will be for th^ ao aittfaig, er Bot 4eng^ 
Qn David's thpoae, be fMephesied what wfll^ 
To whom the Sm €xf God, unaoov^d replied. 
Nor doth this grand^w ^md aaajeatidc Aew 
Of luxury, duMigh eall'd magn^eeace^ 
More thaft ^ arms befena, aih»e mise eye. 
Much loss my mui^ thevgh thou sheuld^sA add te^t^ 
Their sumptuous glwltonies. Mid gwgeeos feaM - 
On citvoft IdbieB et Altadliok aloBe^ 
(For I hnireaiso heard, pethaps have read,) 
Their wines of Setia, Cafes, aad Faleme, 
Chios, Mid Crete, and how they quaff in gold. 
Crystal, and mynrhine cups, «mbess'd wi& geiha 
And studs «f pearl ^ to me sheuld'st tefi, who tiUffSI 
And hunger still, llieei embassies tiboa diowVt 
From n^itkHM te and nigh : what honour that. 
But tedious wasle of tkne, to sk and hear .* 
So many bdfow cempUments and Kes, 
Outlandish flatteiies ? Then proceed'st to talfc - 
Of the empereuK, how easily subdued^ 
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How gloriously : I shall^ thoii say'st^ expei i \ 

A brutish monster; what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who first made him such ; 

Let his tormenter concience find him out; 

For him I was not sent ; nor yet to free 

That people^ victor once^ now vile and base | 

Deservedly made vassal ; who^ once just. 

Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquer'd well^ 

But govern ill. the nations under yoke. 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 

By lust and rapine ; first ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that insulting vanity ; 

Then cruel, by their sports to blood inur'd 

Of fighting beasts^ and men to beasts exposM: 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier still. 

And from the daily scene efieminate* 

What wise and valiant man would seek to free 

* 

These, thus degenerate, by themselves enskv'd? 
Or could of inward slaves make outward free ? 
Know therefore, when my season comes to sit 
On David's throne, it shall be like a tree 
Spreading and overshadowing all the earth j 
Or as a stone, that shall to pieces dash 
All monarchies besides throughout the world; 
And of my kingdom there shall be no end: 
Means there shall be to this; but what the means^ 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 
To whom the Tempter, impudent, replied. 
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I see all offers made by xne how slight 

Thou valuest, because ofler'd, and reject^st: 

• 

Nothing will pleiue the difficult and nice^ 
Or nothing m<Mre than still to contradict : 
On the other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as high esteem. 
Nor what I part with mean to give for nought; 
All these, which in a moment thou behold'st^ 
Hie kingdoms of the wcnrld, to thee I give, 
(For, given to me^ I give to whom I please,) 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else^ 
On this condition^ if thou wilt fall down^ 
And wbnhip me as thy superior lord, 
(Easily done,} and hold them all of me; 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ? 

Whom dnis our Saviour answer'd with disdain* 
I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers less ; 
Now both abhor, since thou hast dar'd to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition : 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd 
Thou hast permission on me. It is written. 
The first of iatl commandments. Thou shalt worship 
The lord thy God, and only him shalt serve ; 
And dar'st thou to the Son of God {m)ik]und 
To worship thee accursM ? now m<»re accurs'd 
For this atttempt, bolder than on Eve, 
And more blasphemous ; which expect to rue. 
The kingdoma of the world to thee wei:e given? 



Pennitted rathfif^ n4 hff ibfe Hanrp^Vi 

CHber dooirfkn WM ihM iwust fi^^ ; 

God over aH n if rfi— 7 if |^yw to thgib > 

By thee how fiiidy ui llie girfrMl¥ 
Repaid! But grathuit kiilbfie^iMt 

Long isiMO. Weit tlKW Mr nftidLof ffm Pt «h(Mi% 
As offer (I»Bi to sAy tW £m . i>f GoA ) 
To me my flum^ ap wi^ .Mum§iim^ 
That I %tt dMm wd w)fflhip liteQ m Gpdl 
iBet thee betmid fw; pbis tlMNi mw i fp cy^ flt 
Tliat Evil-opcv flulw fiT i&Y«^ im^ti. 
To whom tl]» f ii»l4 wiA Im nblA'^r 
pli^d. 
Be not so s^b^ ^AiacM, Son ^ God^ 

Thoiq^ fions of Gpd ^Hitb Aag^ ftra «Mi lyf^ 
If I^ to try whetlwf ia U|^ W foil 

Than Atae tfiim hetr'at tfaftt tkJe^ luivie pr<4wsM 
What botk ftom Mf q joid Ai^^b I rtetfetir^ 
Tetrarchs of fire, iluv flo^d, and ^ Ib9 ^Urtbi 
Nations VmMo fr«n ^11 .^e quater'd ii^vidsj 
GM of this worid kividii'iiy and w^M l)i9mfi^ : 
Who t]|Qn Aou mt, wbos^ ocmfaig is foridtcAd 
To me nuNJt ^I, me H <90i3t ti^Q^»9 1 
The trial iwdi indMoa^'id ^a »o W9r» 
Rather more hoMur kft and wwie o^tofWi 
Me nought nAmntt^% missing wktf { i^uiiW^ 
Tberedhse l^t fwiis, aflitbfy nr^ jtMisltpqr* 
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The kingdoms of thb world ; addicted more 

To contemplation and {HX>found dispute^ 

As by that early action may be judg^d^ 

When, slipping from thy mother's eye^ thoa went'st 

Alone into the temple, there wast found 

Among the gravest Rabbles, disputant 

On points and questions fitting Moses' diair^ 

Teaching, not taught. The childhood shows tke 

man. 
As morning shows the day : be Sbusious then 
By wisdom ; as thy empire must extend^ 
So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend. 
All knowledge is not couch'd in Hoses' law. 
The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote ; 
The Grentiles also know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by Nature's light. 
And with the Gentiles much thou must converse^ 
Ruling them by persuasion, as thou mean'st ; 
Without their learning, how wilt thou with them> 
Or they with thee, hold conversation meet ? 
How wilt thou reason with them, how refute 
Their idolisms, traditions, paradozea ? 
Errour by his own arms is best evinc'd. 
Look once more, ere we leave this qpecular mount 
Westward, joauch nearer by southwest, behold } - 
Where on the iEgean shore a city stands. 
Built nobly, pure the air^ and light the scnl $ 
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Athens^ the ejre of Greettf mother of aiit 

And eloquence^ oftlive toSunous wite ; 

Or hospitable^m her sweet recess^ . < i ; ' 

Chy or jufairfaftiiy atudioiis walks and shades^ 

See there the >oIive grove of Academe^ 

Plato's retiremint^ wheie the Atlick bird^t 

Trills her thick-iffirbkd notes the summet long; 

There Sa^kty Wt Hymettus^ with the somuL 

Of bees' industrious murmur, oft invites 

To studious, musing; there Ilissusrcdk 

His whispering stream : within the walls^ then view 

The schodts o^ ancient sages ; his, who bred 

Great Alexaiiider to subdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and pointed Stoa next: 

Theiie shak thou hear and learn the secret power 

Of hannon j, in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or hand; and Tark)u&-meafitir'd veise^ 

i£olian chaorms and Dorian lyrick odes^ 

And his who gaive them breath, but higher song, 

JiSmd Mdesigenes, thence Homer called. 

Whose poem HMDebi» challeng'd for his own : 

Thence what the lofiy grave tragedians taught 

In Chorus orjbmbick, teachers best 

Of moral prudence, winh de%ht received 

la hri^f sentemtious pieetpts, while they treat 

Of liaite, and c^ionce, and change in human life. 

High actiotti and hi^ passions best describing : 

Thence to the fiimoua oratois repair, 
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"JImm ancient^ wbdee resbdess tkwpicacc 
Wielded at will that fierce demociatic^ 
Shook the aneml^ md fulmin'd mer Greece 
To Macedcm and Artaxertes' throne s 
To sage Philosophy fiiext lend thine ear^ 
From Heami descended to the kMr-roofd beuae : 
Of Socralei ; sec there his tenement. 
Whom well iaspk'd the oracle farodounc'd 
Wisest of men ^ from whose nwuth issued forth 
Mettlfloas strcwnd, that watered all the schook 
Of Acadcmicks did and oew^ with tboae 
Surnam'd Pertpotcticks, and the sect • 
Epicurean and the Slofck severe ^ 
These here rdroKe, or, as thou Uhffit^ at Isome, 
Till time matitre thee to * kingdom^s weighty 
These rides will render tbce a king complete / 
Within tbytelf, much more with empire join^d^ 

To whom <iar Saviour sagelj thms replied^ 
TMdk not but that I know these things, or think 
I know them not ) not tlieyefore am I short 
Of knowing what i cMght : he who'reeeiirea 
Light from above^ hem the fetfntain of ligfaty 
No cither doctrine needs^ thougli gnmted troe^ * ^ 
But these ase false^ m little eke hid di«am^ 
(>njeotilf esy ftoieies, bttite on notliing flin. 
The first and wiMSt of them aft profissaM 
To las0W ti» o»if y that Ik nothfa^ 
The next t0 fiadiding fell> and sttodtli oonpdits ; 

G2 
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A third sort doubted all things^ though plain sense ; 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity. 
But virtue join'd with rich^ and long life ; 
In corporal pleasure he, and careless ease ; 
Hie StcHck last in philosophick pride. 
By him caird virtue ; and his virtuous man^ 
Wise, perfect in himself, and all possessing 
Equal to Crod, oft shames not to prefer. 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Weakb, pleasure, pain or torment, death and life, 
/'Which, when be lists, he leaves, or boasts be cai^' 
For all his tedbus talk is but vain boast. 
Or subtle shifts conviction to evade. 
Alas 1 what can diey teach, and not mislead^ 
Ignorant of themselves, of God much more. 
And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himself, on grace depending; 
Much of the soul they talk, but all awry. 
And in themselves seek virtue, and to themsdves 
Ail glory arrogate, to God give none ; 
Rather accuse him under usual names. 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardless quite 
Of mortal things* Who therefore seeks in these 
True wisdom, iinds her not; or by delusion^ 
Far worse, her false resemblance cmly meets. 
An empty cloud. However, many books. 
Wise men have said, are wearisome ; who reads 
Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 
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A spirit and judgment equal or superiour, 

(And what he brings what needs he elsewhere seek ?) 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains. 

Deep vers'd in books, and shallow in himself. 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a sponge; 

As childeren gathering pebbles on the shore. 

Or, if I would delight my private hours 

With musick or with poem, where, so soon 

As in our native language, can I find 

That sdace ? All our law and story strewed 

With hymns, our psalms with artful terms inscribed. 

Our Hebrew songs and harps, in Babylon 

That pleas'd so well our victors' ear, declare 

That rath^ Greece firom us these arts derived; 

Dl imitatedl, while they loudest sing 

The vices of their Deities, and their own. 

In fable, hymn, <Nr song, so personating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themselves past sham^. 

Remove their swelling epithets, thick laid 

As varnish on a harlot's cheek, the rest. 

Thin sown vrith aught of profit or delight. 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 

With Sion*s songs, to all true tastes excelling. 

Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men. 

The Holiest of Holies, and his Saints, 

(Such are from God inspired, not such from thee,} 

Unless where moral virtue is expressed 
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By light of Natiife^ not in all quite lost, i - / 
Their oiaton tfaodi dien extoll'^t^ iu diose ' 
The top of eleqiiencei statists iinfeeNi^ ' • 1 

And kWiBfi'bf dieir ooiinirjr^ ^s^tnafyseem; ' i 

But herein to oorpnophete' far iieneatii, ' > 

As tneiid^viaeljr taught^ and 4)edBPteackiilg^ : /. 
The siilid hiks of tciTil goTefninah^' • . 
In their ms^ttstic unaifected si^y t u 

Than all the o];atiOfjr of Greece md Rbme,(^ : 
In them is plainest twigM, aiidl«asie0tieaniti^ 
What makes a uadoil happjr^ ahd^^sepsitiMr^ li < - 
' Wliat ruins kingdoms, and Ujrs pities. fist>;:! if ^IV/ 
These only 'witk oor kqpr bebt fonft^akhigi >^ ! *h < ) 

So spake ibeSonof God;* iMtSatdii, mhi^fi ' ^ 
Quite at a loss, (for all his darts were '^penl^) - 
Thus to our Sqiviour with stem \mm rq^liodi^ " 

Since neither wealth, nor honour, farms nor aMs^ 
Kingdom nor empire please diee, nor jiught > 
By me proposed in life contemplative* 
Or active, tended po by glory or fame. 
What dost thou in this world ? The wilderness 
For thee is fittest place ; I found diee there. 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 
What I foretel thee, soon thou ahfdt have cause ' 
To wish thou never tiadst rejected thus ■ 
Nicely or cautiously, my offer'd aid, 
Which would have set thee in short time with ea$e 
On David's throne, or throne of all the worlds 
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Now at fiiU tgCy falness of time, thy season^ 

When prophecies of thee are best iiiifiU'd« 

Now contrary^ if I read ai^g^ in Heareiiy 

Or Heawsi write. aught of fate^ by what tbestais 

Voluminous, or aingliB dnracteiay 

In their conjunction inek, gire me to spell> 

Sorrows^ and labours, c^ipoiitioD, hate 

Attend thee, scorns, repfoadhes, injuries. 

Violence and stripes, and lastly cruel death ; 

A kingdom they portend diee^ but vrkat kii^doni. 

Real oriallegarick, IdisMni not; 

Nor wbe»; eternal siire^ as widi0Kt cD^ 

Withoui hfgiimimgf for no date prefixed 

Directs me in'die starry rubrick set. 

So sayiiig;he took, (for sdil he knew his po«lev 
Nor yet expired,) and to the wildemess 
Bfongliit baqk the Sob bf God^ and left him there^ 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose. 
As day-light £run)c> and faiou^t in kfwering Nigfal^ 
Her shadowy offipvii:^ ; unsidistahtial both, 
Privation mere of -light and absent day. 
Our SaviDtff neek^ and widi untroubled mind 
After his aery jaimt^ though hurried sore^ 
Fhmgry and cold, betook him to his rest^ 
Wherever^ un(kr some concourse of shades. 
Whose, blanching ann0 thick intertwinM m%ht 

shield 
Fmn dewa and 4aaapa of night his sheltered head; 



dft PARADISE REGAINED^ bookiv*^ 

But^ shelter'd^ slept in vain; for at his head 
The Tempter watchM> and soon with ugly dreams •' 
Disturbed his sleep. And either tropick now 
'Gan thmider^ and both ends of Heaven; the cloudsy 
From many a horrid rift, alxNrtive pour'd 
Fierce rain with lightning mix'd> water with fire 
In ruin reconcile : nor slept the winds 
Within their stony caves, but rush'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vex'd wilderness, whose tallest pines. 
Though rooted deq> as higl^ the stur di est obIb> 
Bow'd their stiff necks, leaden with stonpy Uasts, . 
Or torn up sheer. HI wast thou shrouded dwoy 
O patient Son of God^ yet only stood'st 
Unsbakenl Nor yet staid the terrour there | 
Infernal ghosts and hellish furies round 
E^viron'd thee, some howFd^ some yell'dy some 

shriek'd^ 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 
Sat'st unappall'd in calm and sinless peace 1 
Thus passed the night so foul, till Morning fair 
Came forth, with pilgrim steps, in amice gray ; 
Who with her radiant finger still'd the roar 
Of thunder, chasM the clouds, and laid the winds. 
And grisly spectres, which the Fiend had raisM 
To tempt the Son of Xjod with terrours dins*. 
And now the sun with more effectual beams 
Had cheer'd the face of earth, and dried the y^tit 
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From drooping plant, or dropping tree ; the birds, 
Who all things now behold more fresh and green. 
After a night cf storm so ruinous. 
Cleared up their choicest notes in bush and spraj. 
To gratuhte the sweet return of room. 
Nor yeiy amidst this joy and brightest mom. 
Was absent, after all his mischief done, 
The Prince of Darkness ; glad would also seem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came ; 
Yet with no new device, (they all were spent,) 
Rather by this his last aflBront resolv'd. 
Desperate of better course, to vent his rage 
And mad despite to be so oft repellM. 
Him walking on a sunny hill he found, 
Back'd on the north and west by a thick wood ; 
Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape, ^ 
And in a careless mood thus to him said* 

Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 
After a dismal night : I heard the wrack, 
As earth and sky would mingle ; but myself 
Was distant ; and these flaws, though mortals fear 

them 
As dangerous to the pillar'd frame of Heaven, 
Or to the earth's dark basis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconsiderable 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 
To man's less universe, and soon are gone ; 
Yet, as being oft times noxious where they light 
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On'man, beast^ plant, wasteful and turbulenty 

Like turbulencies in the afSiirs of men^ 

Over whose heads they roar, and seem to pointy 

They oft fore^signify and threaten ill : 

This tempest at this desart most was foent ; 

Of men sA thee, for only thou here dwdl'at. 

Did I not tell tbee> if thou didst reject 

The perfect season offer'd with my aid 

To win thy destined seat, but wilt prolong 

All to the push of fate^ pursue thy way 

Of gaining David's throne, no man knows when^ 

For both the whoi and how is no where told } 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ; 

For apgels have proclaimed it^ concealing 

The time and means. Each act is rightUest done^ 

NoLwhen it must, but when it may be best : 

If thou observe not this, be sure to find. 

What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 

Of dangers, and adversities, and pains^ 

Ere thou of Israers scepter get fest hold ; 

Whereof this ominous night, that clos'd thee round. 

So many terrours, voices, prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a sure fore-going sign. 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And staid not, but in brief him answer'd thus. 

Me worse than wet thou find'st not ; other harm 
Those terrours, which thou speak'st of did me none; 
I never feared they could, though noising loud 
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And threiiteaing high t wlkt they can do, tm Mgot 
Betoioemfig, iir iU boding, 1 contemn 
As false portend, not sent from Grod, but thee $ 
Who, knowing, I shalt reign past Ay fireveDliag, 
Obtrw^gt thy ofier'd «idf that I, aceepting, 
At least mi^ seem to hold all power of thee, 
Amhidous Spirit ! and woutdst be thought my God| 
And storm'st refused, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will 1 desist, (thou art discem'd. 
And toil'st in vain,) nor me in vain molest. 

To whom the Fiend, now swoln iHth roge, re^ 
plied. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-bom^ 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt ; 
Of the Messiah I had heard foretold 
By all the Prophets 5 of thy birth at kngth, 
Announc'd by Gabriel, with the first 1 knew^ 
And of the angelic song in Bethlehem field. 
On thy birth-night that sung thee Saviour bom. 
From that time seldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth. 
Thy manhood last though yet in private bred ; 
Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all 
Flock to the Baptist, I among the rest, 
(Though not to be baptiz'd,) by vchcc from Heaven 
Heard thee pronounced the Son of God beiov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer vievr 
And narrower scrutiny, that I might learn 
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In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 

The Son of God ; which bears no single sense. 

The Son of God I also am^ or was ; 

And if I was^ I am ; relation stands ; 

All men are Sons of God; yet thee I thought 

In some reqpect £Eur higher so declared : 

Therefore I watchM thy footsteps from that hour. 

And foUow'd thee still on to this waste wild; 

Where, by all best conjectures, I collect * 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy : 

Good reason then, if I before hand seek 

To understand my adversary, who 

And what he is ; his wisdom, power, intent ; 

By pari or composition, truce or league. 

To win him, or win from him what I can : 

And opportunity I here have had 

To try thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee 

Proof against all temptation, as a rock 

Of adamant, and, as a center, firm; 

To the utmost of mere Man both wise and good^ 

Not more ; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory. 

Have been before contemn'd, and may again. 

Therefore, to know what more thou art than Man, 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 

Another method I must now begin. 

So saying he caught him up, and, without wing 
Of hippogrif, bore through the air sublime. 
Over the wilderness and o'er the plain. 
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TQl underneath them £Edr Jerusalem^ 
The holy dty, lifted high her towers^ 
And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd. 
Her pile^ £Eur off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster^ topt with golden spires : 
There, on the highest pinnacle^ he set 
The Son of God; and added thufrln scorn* 

There stand, if thou unit stand ; to stand upright 
Will ask thee skill; I to thy Father's house 
Have brought thee^ and highest plac'd^ highest if 

best: 
Novf show thy progeny; if not to stand. 
Cast thyself down; safely, if Son of God: 
For it is written, '^ He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They shall up lift thee, lest at any time 
Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone«'* 
To whom thus Jesus : Also it is written, 
<« Tempt not the Lord thy God/' He said and 

stood: 
But Satan, smitten with amazement fell. 
As when Earth's son Antseus, (to compare 
SiSall things with greatest, in Irassa strove 
With Jove's Alcides, and, oft foil'd still rose. 
Receiving from his mother Earth new strength, 
Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length in the air, expired and fell; 
So, after many a foil, the Tempter proud. 
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Renewing^resh asseniHs^ anridtst M§ piid^ : * i 

Fell whence he stood t&isee Ids vietdr ftlfc: ^ •' I 
And as that Theban monster^ that pr<^9*d - ' » 
Her riddle^ koi him nvho soVd it not diri^ur'd^ ^ i 
That once found out and s^iiv^d^ for grirfMdiq|4ti^> 
Cast herself headlong' fhmir ihehmehitth sfteep) -^ ^' 
So^ struck tKth dread and anjgMAi^; M tile Wk^ i 
Aniialm eten, fhat sat cotiiMtkig'^ inangbt • « 
(Joyless tffiirrfjdials of hfe hop*& sfms^eMy) • • * - / » 
Rtrniy and de9petation> and dfisnMgr^^ ■' -li 

Who durst so proudly tempt the Son bf God. 
So Satan fell; and straight a fi^ gMji^ *'■ / 

Of Angels on lull sari oifwing" flew ttigii^ ) 

Who on thdr pItiMy vtms^^recek'd Moi Ufh - v : 1 

• 

From bis uneasy^ station, and ijpWe^ 
As on a floatnig eondiy tlffougti the blifiie air; 
Then, in a Soweiy talky, stt Yam Atmn 
On a green bank, and set beforer him i^^ad 
A taWe of celestial food, divine 
Ambrosial fruits, fetched from the tree ef life. 
And, from the fount of life, ambroMal driiil^ 
That soon refreshed him wearied, and ivptdr'd^ 
What hunger, if aught hunger, had imptit^^ 
Or thirst j and, as lie fedy angeKck qtareiSF 
Sui^ heavenly anthems of his vM?tory 
Over Temptation and the Tempter proadr 

True image of the Father; whether thr<m'd 
In the boiom of b6s9> and l%ht of light 
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Conceiying, or, remote fnnn Heaven, enshrinM 

In fleshy tabernacle, and human form. 

Wandering the wilderness ; whatever placc^ 

Habit, or stete, or motion, still expressing 

The Son of God, with God-like force endned 

Against the attempter of thy Father's dkrone^ 

And thief of Paradise ) Him long of old 

Thou didst debei, and down from Heaven (^nt 

With all his army ; now thou hast avenged 

Supplanted Adam, and, by vanquishing 

Temptation, hast regained lost Paradise, 

And frustrated the conquest fraudulent* 

He never more henceforth will dare set foot 

In Paradise to tempt; his snares are broke: 

For, though that seat of earthly bliss be faiVdj 

A fairer Pai-adise is founded now 

For Adam and his chosen sons, whom thou, 

A Saviour, art come down to re-install. 

Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall be) 

Of Tempter and Temptation without fear. 

But thou, infernal Serpent ! shalt not long 

Rule in the clouds ; like an autumnal star. 

Or lightning, thou shalt fall from Heaven, trod down 

Under his feet : for proof, ere this thou feel'st 

Thy wound, (yet not thy last and deadliest wound,) 

By this repulse received, and boldest in Hell 

No triumph : in all her gates Abaddon rues 

Thy bold attempt. Hereafter learn with awe 

To dread the Son of God : He, all unannM, 
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Shall chase thee^ with the terrour of his voice^ 
From thy demoniack holds^ possession foul^ 
Thee and thy legions ; yelling they shall fly^ 
And beg to hide them in a herd of swine. 
Lest he command them down into the d^ep. 
Bounds and to torment sent before their time.— - 
Hail, Son of the Most High, heir of ,bol}i worlds, 
-feller of Satan ! On thy glorious wcnrk 
NoW enter; and begin to save mankind. 

Thus they the Son of God, our Saviour meek. 
Sung victor, and from heavenly feast refreshM, 
Brought on liis way with joy ; he, unobserved. 
Home to his mother's house private retum'd. 638 
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AriitoC Foel Cap. e« 

Tragosdia est imitcUio actionis sericBy Sfc. per 

misericordiam et metum perfidens talium 

affectuum lustraiionem. 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 



Of thai sort of Dramaiick Poem which is 

called Tragedy. 



TragbdY) as it was anciently com* 
posed) bath been ever held the gravest^ 
nxoral^t^ and most profitable of all other 
poeins : therefore said by Aristotle to be of 
poWer by raising pity and fear, or terrour^ 
to purge the mind of those and such like 
passions, that is, to temper and* reduce 
them to just measure with a kifid c^ deliighl^ 
stirred up by reading or seeiag those pa^r 
sions \^elL imitated. Nor is Nature wmting 
in hei; own eflfects to. make gopdi hid a$9$PN 
tion : for so, in physt^qky thwgs o( ajiela** 
cholijc^ hue and quality a^e used^ again9t 
melancholy, sour, against sour, sa}t to r^? 
move salt hungiours. Henca philogophj^rt 
and other grayest w4ters,.a8 CicesQ^ PlMitafch> 

H2 
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and others, frequently cite out of tragick 
poets, both to adorn and illustrate their 
discourse. The Apostle Paul himself thought 
it not unworthy to insert a verse of Euripides 
into the text of Holy Scripture, 1 Cory xv. 
33 ; and Parasus, commenting on the Re- 
velation, divides the whole book as a tra- 
gedy, into acts distinguished each by a 
chorus of heavenly harpings and song be- 
tween. Heretofore men in highest dignity 
have laboured not a little to be thought able 
to compose a tragedy. Of that honour 
Dionysius the elder was no less ambitious, 
than before of his attaining to the tyranny. 
Augustus Ca^ar also had begun his Ajax, 
but, unable to please his own judgment with 
what he had begun, left it]unfinished. Seneca 
the philosopher is by some thought the 
author of those tragedies (at least the best 
of them) that go under that name. Gregory 
Nazianzen, a Father of the Church, thought 
it not unbeseeming the sanctity of his per- 
son to write a tragedy, which is entitled 
Christ Suffering. This is mentioned 
to vindicate tragedy from the small esteem » 
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or rather infamy, which in the account of 
many it undeigoes at this day with other 
common interludes ; happening through the 
Jx)et's errour of intermixing comick stuff 
with tragick sadness and gravity ; or intro* 
ducing trivial and vulgar persons, which by 
all judicious hath been counted absurd ; and 
brought in without discretion^ corruptly to 
gratify the people. And though Ancient 
Tragedy use no prologue, yet using some« 
times, in case (^self-defence, or explanationt 
that which Martial calls an epistle ; in be- 
half of this tragedy coming forth after the 
ancient manner, much different from what 
among us passes for best, thus much before- 
hand may be epistled ; that Chorus is here 
introduced after the Greek manner, not 
ancient only but modern, and still in use 
among the Italians. In the modelling there- 
fore of this poem^ with good reason, the 
Ancients and Italians are rather foUowec^ as 
of much more authority and fame. The 
measure of verse used in the Chorus is of all 
sorts, called by the Greeks Monostrophick, 
or rather Apolelymenon, without regard had 
to Stropb^ Antistroplie^ oi ^^o^^«> n^Vsv^ 
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were a kind of stanzas fhuned only for the 
musick^ then used with the Chorus that 
siing ; not essentia to the poem, and tibere* 
fore not material; or^ being divided into 
stanzas or pauses, they may be caUed AU 
lasostropha. Division into act and scene re^ 
ferring chiefly to the stage (to which this 
work never was intended) is here omitted^ 

It suffices if the whole drama be found 
not produced beyond the fifth aet» Of the 
style and uniformity » and that coummonly 
called the plot, whether intricttse or explicit) 
which is nothing indeed but such ceconot^ys 
or disposition of the fable as may stand best 
with versimilitude and decorum ; they oo\jf 
will best judge who are not unacquainted 
with iEscbylus, Sophocles, Euripides, th^ 
three tragic poets upequalled yet by any, 
and the best rule of all who endeavour to 
write tragedy. The circumscription of time, 
w^jerein the whole drama begins and endii, 
is according to ancient rule, and best ex* 
ample, within the space of twenty-four 
hours. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Sam^ofti made captive, blind, and nozc in the prison at 
Gaza, there to labour as in a common workhouse, 
on a festival day, in the general cessation from 
labour, comes forth into the open air, to a place 
nigh, somewhat r^tMi, i1u)k to iii a while and be- 
moan his condition. Where he happens at length 
to be visited by certain friends and equals of his 
tribe, which make the Chorus, who seek tQ comfpft 
him what they can; then by his old father Mo' 
noah, who endeavours the, fik^, ami withal tfUs 
him his purpose to procufe his liberty by ransom ; 
lastly, that this feast was proi;laiH^ed by .the, Phi- 
listines as a day of thanksgiving for thefrdeliv^t' 
ancefrom the hands of Samson, which yet tnore 
troubles him. ManotA then departs to *pfdsecme 
his endeavour with the Philistine lords for Sof^son't 
redemption ; who in the mean while h vfsitdi \y 
other persons ; and lastly by a publick officer to 
require his coming to the feast befott $li0 ierds 
and people, to play or show his strength in their 
presence; he at first refuses, disMtdkg Ae^ptdtOck 
officer with absolute denial to come ; at length, 
persuaded inwardly that this was from God, he 
yields to go (tlong with him, who came now the 
second tint^ with gre^ thfeateniugs to fetch him : 
The ChoY'us fet riehkhintng oh the j/tabe, manoah 
returns full of joyful hope, to procure ere long his 
sons deliverance : in the midst of which discourse 
an Hebrew comes in haste confusedly at first, and 
afterward more distinctly, relating the catastrophe, 
whatSamson had done to the Philistines, and by 
acddent to himself; wherewith the tragedy ends. 



THE PERSONS, 

Samson. 

Manoah^ the Father of Samson. 

DAhihA, his fFife, 

Harafha of Goth. 

PuiUkk Officer. 

Messenger. 

Chorus of DanUes. 



The Scene before the Prison in Gaza. 
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Samson^ (an attendant leading 

A LiTTLB onward lend thy guiding hand 
To these dark steps, a little further on : 
For yonder bank hath choice of sun or shade : 
There I am wont to sit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my task of servile toD, 
Daily in the common prison else enjoin'd me^ 
Where I, a prisoner chained, scarce freely draw 
The air imprisoned also, close and damp. 
Unwholesome draught : but here I feel amends^ 
The breath of Heaven fresh blowing, pure and 

sweet. 
With day-spring homi 1^^^ leave me to respire* 
This day a solemn feast ihe people hold 
To Dagon thdr sea-idolj and forbid 
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Laborious works ; unwillingly this rest 

Their superstition yields me ; hence with leave 

Betiring from the popular noise^ I seek 

TMs unfrequented place to find some ease, 

Kase to the hody some, none to the mind 

From restless thoughts, that, like a deadly swarm 

Of hornets arm'd, no sooner found alone. 

But rush iipf 2^ im ^ToTighBg^ and |n€!|^ 

Times past, what once I was, and wlhat am now. 

O, wherefore was my birth from Heaven foretold 

Twice by an Angel, who at kst in sight 

Of berth my parents all in fiames ascended 

From ol[ tliis fl|fti^ wihdife Wi ^Aein^ bvoiMi. 

As in a fiery column charioting 

His God-liM^ yirt^iwc^, AD^'frbftt 'Return igKSt vet ' 

Or benefit revfiefti'd t6 Aftrahith*fe nm i 

Why vs^ Wf b^eaiftn^ drik^d tM ^emiV& 

As of a per^b¥if is^panatfe t^ te^od, « 

Design^ forgii^at eis^loits ^ il\ lift«rt H^ . 

Betray'tl, <ii2iptiy'd» awd b<y* itty ey^fe yrat €^^ . < 

Made df ihy ^^ehtfes the seoFtt andi g««» ; / 

To grind in bWteen ]fettey& to<Jeir tsfcfek 

With thfe Hi^Ven-gifted stf i»B|gth ? O gfopidiis 

itrengtfc^ ^ 
Put to the labour of a beast, debas'd 
Low^F tMh^of^sfefve ! I^nftfe* #a3ilh$fr 1 - 

Should Israel ftoim PhiKstfefe ydfee ^eHVeri ■"- 

Ask for this great deKterfei^ Bto#i iM fl^ M^ 
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Eyeless in Gaza at die mill with slaves, 

Himself in botids mider Pfailistian yoke : 

Yet stay, let me not rashly call in doubt ' • 

Divine prediction ; what if all foretdd 

Had been fulfilled but through mine own de&ult^ 

Whom have I to comjdain of but myself ? 

Who this high gUt of strength committed to me^ 

In what part lodgM, how easily bereft me^ 

Under the seal of silence could not keep. 

But weakly to a woman must reveal it. 

Overcome with importimity and tears, 

O impotence of mind, in body strong ! 

But what is strength without a double share 

Of wisdom ? vast, unwieldy, burdensome^ 

Proudly secure, yet liable to fall 

By weakest subtleties, not made to rule^ 

3ut to subserve where wisdom bears command ! 

God, when he gave me strength, to show withal 

How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 

But peace, I must not quarrel with the will 

Of highest dispensation, which herein 

Haply had ends above my reach to knpw : 

Suffices that to me strength is my bane. 

And proves the source of all my miseries ; 

So many, and so huge, that each apart 

Would ask a life to wail ; but chief of all, 

O loss of si^t, of thee I most complain ! 

Blind among enemies, O worse thajQi chains, 
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Dungeon^ or beggery, or decrepit age I 

Light the prime work of Grod^ to me is extinct. 

And all her various objects of delight 

AmraHM^ which might in part m j grief hare eas'd^ 

Inferiour to the vilest now become 

Of man or worm; the vilest here excel me; 

They creep, yet see; I, dark in light, exposed ' 

To daily fraud, contempt, abuse^ and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, still as a fool^ 

In power of others, never in my own 5 

Scarce half I seem to live, dead more than half* 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 

Irrecovembly dark, total eclipse 

Without all hope of day ! 

O first created Beam, and thou great Word, 

** Let there be light, and light was over all ;"^ 

Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree } 

The sun to me is dark 

And silent as the moon. 

When she deserts the night. 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light so necessary is to life. 

And almost life itself, if it be true 

That light is in the soul. 

She all in every part; why was the sight 

To such a tender ball as the eye confin'd. 

So obvious and so easy to be quench'd ? 

And not, as feeling, through all parts diffused. 
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That she might look at will through every pore ? 

Then had I not been thus exil'd from light. 

To live a life half dead, a living deaths 

And buried ; but, O yet more miserable I 

Myself my sepulchre, a moving grave ; 

Buried, yet not exempt. 

By privilege of death and burial, 

From worst of otiier evils, pains and wnmgs ; 

But made hereby obnoidous more 

To all the miserieB of life. 

life in cspdvkj 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are these ? for with joint paee I hear 

The tread of many feet steering this way ; 

Perhaps my enemies, who come to stare 

At my affliction ! and perhaps to insult. 

Their daily practice to afflict me more. 

Enter Chorus. 

Chorus. This, this is he; sofdy a while. 
Let us not break in upon him : 
O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 
See how he lies at random, carelessly diffused. 
With languish^ head unpropt. 
As one past hqie, abandoned. 
And by himself given over ; 
In slavish habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O'er worn and soUM 3 
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Or do mj ^yes misreprieseiit ? Cah this be^hfl^' 

That hefiotck) thftt Tenovm% 

Irresistible SaaiMfa? Wiam uiuurm'd 

No strength of inaii^ ot fiercert wild bftist^ could 

withstand *, 
Who tore the lion, as the lloa teu* ibe kid > 
Ran on embattled armies cbtd tu iron | 
And, weaponlesfi himself^ 
Made arms ridiculxNU^ useless the totgwf 
Of brazen shield and spear, the htasnier'd euiHtf^ 
Chalybean temper'd steel, and firocl^of nudt 
Adamant^an proof ? 
But safest he wfap sliopd aloof^ 
When insupportibly his fix>t adrane'd. 
In scorn of their proud arms and warlike toob^ 
Spum'd them to death by troops. The bold Asca<» 

lonite 
Fled from his lion ramp ; old warriours tum'd 
Their plated backs under his heel ; 
Or groveling, soil'd their crested helmets in the 

dust. 
Then with what tinvial weapoa came to hand^ 
The jaw of a dead ass, his sword of bone, 
A thousand fore-skins fell, the flower of Palestine^ 
In Ramath-le chi, famous to this day. 
Then by main force pull'd up, and on hfe shouldets 

bore 
The gates of Azza^ post^ and massy bar, 
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Up to the bill by Hebnm, seat of gteats o)dly 
No journey of a sabbath-dty, and loaddd tot^ ^ 
Lake whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. 
Which shall I first bevraii^ 
Tiy bondagie or lost sights 
Prison within prison 
Inseparably d£ffk ^ 

Tbtm alt become (O worst imprisonment l)- 
The dungeon of thyself ; thysoul, . . 

(Which men enjoying sight oft widun^ amae cam^ 

plain) 
Imprisoned now indeed, 
In real darkness of the body dwells. 
Shut up from outward light 
To iticoi^porate with gloomy night; 
For inward light alas ! 
Puts forth no' visual beam. 
O mirrour of our fickle state, 
Since man on earth linparallell'd 1 
The rarer thy example stands, 
By how much from the top of wonderous gkxj^ 
Strongest of mortal men^ - . > 

To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou: ait fallen* 
For him I leckon not in high estate . 
Wbom long descent of birth, 
Or tfae^>here of fortune, raises;. . . 
But th^e whose strength, while virtue was her mativ 
Might have subdued the. earthy 
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Universally crown'd with highest praises. 

Samson. I hear the sound of words ; their sense 
the air 
Dissolves unjointed ere it reach my ear. 

Chorus. He speaks^ let us draw nigh. Matcb^ 
less in might. 
The glory late of Israel, now the grief. 
We come^ thy friends and neighbours not waknowup 
From Eshtaol and Zora's fruitful vale. 
To visit or bewail thee ; or if better. 
Counsel or consolation we may brings 
Salve to thy sores^ apt words have power to swage 
The tumours of a troubled mind. 
And are as balm to festered wounds. 

Samson, Your coming, Friends, revives me; fori 
learn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their superscription, (of the most 
I would be understood) in prosperous days 
They swarm, but in adverse withdraw their head. 
Not to be found, though sought. Ye see, O 

Friends, 
How many evils have enclosed me round; 
Yet that which was the worst now least afflicts me. 
Blindness ; for had I sight, confris'd with sham^ 
How could I once look up, or heave the head. 
Who, like a foolish pilot, have shipwrecked 
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My vessel trusted to me from above> 
Gloriously rigg'd ; and for a word^ a tear^ 
Fool ! have divulged the secret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? tell me. Friends^ 
Am I not sung and proverb'd for a fool 
In every street ? do they not say, how well 
Are come upon him his deserts ? yet why ? 
Immeasurable strength they might behold 
In me, of wisdom noticing more than mean ; 
This with the other should, at least, have pair'd^ 
These two, proportioned ill, drove me transverse* 
Chorus*, Tax not divine disposal ; wisest men 

ft 

Have err'd, and by bad women been deceived j 
And shall again, pretend they ne'er so wise* 
Deject not then so overmuch thyself. 
Who hast of sorrow thy full load besides : 
Yet truth to say, I oft have heard men wonder 
Why thou shouldst wed Philistian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fidr. 
At least of thy own nation, and as noble« 
Samson. The first I saw at Timna^ and she 
pleased 
Me, not my parents, that I sought to wed 
The daughter of an infidel : They knew not 
That what I motionM was of God; I knew 
FW>m intimate imptilse^ and therefore urg^d 
The marriage on ; that by occasicm hence 
I might begin Israers deliverance> ^ 

VOL. IV, 1 
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The W(»k to wjikh I. WBf dmnelf eairdb 
She proving lEilse^ ^ lieKt I ^(K)k to wife ^ 
(O that I ^ver h^] load wbh too kte^) 
Was in tl^ vate #f Soree, Dal^ 
Tliat speciotSf ttionsler^ ^y ^cooini^ish'd snare«i 
I thought k IfMvftil fwm my Ibai^r act^ 
And die same end.; «tm wafichiag to ^pre» 
Israerso|i^^s8outB^^wl]at nowIsuflS^ ^ 

She was Bot the iNfiaie causey but I myself^ 
WkD^ivanqiiish'd with a pealiOf wo^ds^ (O weidaiesri) 
Gave up ny fi^ <if sileiioe^ a ^^»i«aaii. 
. Chctut* In seeking jiiiBtooea^ioa to provoke^ 
The FU&dae, ihy <€piiBt;r/4 f qetnyj \ 
Thou oe^er wast Temiss^ I bear ^lee witness : , 
Yet Israel still serves wkh all his sons* 

Samson, Tliat fEtuhltake not on mcj Init transfer 
On Israel's govemours and iheads d tribe^ 
Who, sedng those ^eat acts which God had4o^ 
Singly by me against their oonquerour^ 
Acknowledged not, or not at all consider'd^ 
peUverance offered s I on the other side 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds ; 
The deeds themselves, though mute^ qpoke loud &e 

doer: 
But thejr peisisted deaf, and would not seem ; . 
To count th^n things worth notice, till at le^^^^ 
Their losds the Philistines with gathered powers ' 
Entered Judea s^eUnj; iQjSt who th^ 



*>. « . * 
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Safe to the rock (rf Eltham WIS retir'd ; 

Not flying, but fore-casdng in what place 

To set upon them, what advantaged best : 

Mean while the men of Judah^ to prevent 

The harrass of the land, beset me round; 

I willingly on some condidoiis came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield.me 

To the uncircumeb'd a welcome prey. 

Bound with two cords ; but cords to me were threads 

Touch'd with the flame : on the whole host I fleW 

Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fellM 

Their choicest youth ; they only liv'd who ited« 

Had Judah tliat day joih'd, or one whole trfbe^ 

They had by this possessed the towers of Gatfa^ 

And lorded over them whom they now serve ; 

But what more oft, in nations grown corrupt. 

And by their vices brought to servitude. 

Than to love bondage more than liberty^ 

Bondage with ease than strenuous liberty: 

And to despise, or envy, or suspect 

Whom God hath of his special favour raised 

As their deliverer ? if he aught begin. 

How frequent to desert him, and at last 

To heap ingratitude on worthiest deeds } 

Chorus. Thy words to my remembrance brin^ 
How Succoth and the fort of Penoel 
Their great deliverer contemned. 
The matchless Gideon, in pursuit ' 

i2 
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Of Madian and her vanquished kings : 
And how ingratefiil Ephraim 
Had dealt with Jephtfaa, who hy argument, 
Not worse than by his shield and spear, 
Defended Israel from the Ammonite, 
Had not his prowess quelled their pride 
In th^ sore battle, when so many died 
Without repdeve, adjudg'd to death, 
.'For. want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

\Samson* Of such examples add me to the roll ; 
Me easily, indeed nune may neglect. 
But .God's pn^pds^d deliverance not so. 

CfyoruM. Just are the ways of God, 
And justifiable to Men ; 
Unless there be, who think not God at all : 
If any be, they walk obscure ; 
For of such doctrine never was there school. 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein doctor but himself. 

Yet more there be, who doubt his ways not just. 
As to his oiwn edicts found contradicting. 
Then give the reins to wandering thought. 
Regardless of lu^ glory's diminution ; 
Till, by their own perplexities involved. 
They ravel mote, still less resolv'd. 
But never find self-satisfying solution. 

As if they would confine the Interminable^ - 
And tie him to his own prescript. 
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Who made our laws to bind us^ not himself. 

And hath full right ta exempt 

Whom so it pleases him by choice 

From national obstriction, without taint 

Of sin, or legal debt ; 

For mih his own law» he can best disp^^e. 

He woiild not else, who never wanted means, 
Nor in respect of the enemy just cause, • 
To set his people free. 
Have prompted this heroick Nazarite, 
Against his yow of strictest purity. 
To seek in marrage that fallacious bride. 
Unclean, unchiiste. : 

Down, reason, tl^n ; at least Tain reasoningi, 

downt 

Though reason here aver,^ ' • 

That mortal verdict quits lier of unclean : 

Unchaste was sobseqiient, her stain not his. 

But see berecomes thy reverend Sire 
With careful step, locks white as down. 
Old Manoah : Advise 
Forthwith how thou ougbt'st to receive himt 

Samson. Ay met another inward grief, awak'd 
With mention of that name, renews the assault, 

*■ ' • ' ' 

Enter Manoah. 

Manoah. Brethrea and men of Pan, for such yo 
^eem, 
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Thougl> In tjU^ ?n?Qutb pbce ; if (^d res{)i^ 
As I suppose, towards j!^ once gloried frkjgidty 
My SOD, now eapti^e^ bltber luitb i9i$pnn'4 ' 
Your younger feet, ^k iw^ c«^ b$^ lif^ j8ge 
Came lagging after; say if he be hete ! 

Chorus* A/l sigmA ^o/m in kxw directed: 3Aitc^ . ' 
As ejest in highest^ b^h^ Urn, wheye belies 

Manoah. , O fpisM^ble cbange ! is this ^ imti^ 
That invincible Samson, fiur r^nowa'^ 

The dread of ][4Kaers^)^ wh(^ wilk ft 8tr^^ 
Equivalent to Ang«]$ wtlk'd tl^ stveels, . 
None offering tight; wk(>. aiii^fe ^Mib^ 
Dueird their armies rankM in pioudairaj,, ' 
Pim9iil£M nxtnj, mow unequal jn^tdh 
To save himself agdnst a coward ana'd 
At one spear's length. O ev^*iaiUi^ triMt 
In mortal $til<^9gA ! and cb 1 iK^t not id nwA 
Receivable i^ visin ? Nty, what thbg good : 
Pray'd for, butoft^A piwes our woe^ our baneh 
I pra/d for chiUbr^D^ and thought banrentiesB 
In wedlock a reproach ; I gainM a. son^ 
And such a son a3 all njben halVd me hapiqr ; 
Who wonld be hqiw a fetber in toy steid ? 
O wherefore ^d God grant me my xequest - 
And as a blessing with such pomp adornM ? 
Why are his gifts desirable, to tempt 
Our earnest prayers, then, given with solemn hand 
As graces, draw a scorpion's tail behind? 



AGONIStES. it» 

For this did the Angel'twice descend ? iinr du» 
QrdainM thj nurture h<rfy^ as of a phot 
Select, and saeiedy gloriOo» for a wiuie, 
Tte imntele of »en ; then inahour 
Ensnar'd^ assaulied^ overcome^ led bounds 
Thy foes' derision, captive^ poor^ and blind^ 
Into a dungeon thrust, to wcffk witb skves ? 
Alas 1 methinks whom Grod hath chosen once 
To worthiest deeds^ if he thumgh frailty eir. 
He should not so o'erwhehn^ aiid as a thrall 
Subject him to so^ feal indignities^ 
Be It but for honour's sake ol fomer deeds* 

Samsim. A]^i»t not heavenly £iqpoRtion^Pathcr; 
Nothing of all these evila hadi befidl'n me 
Bui jtstly; t nq^self hai^ brought tbem on^ 
Sole saiihos I^ sole cause : If augfat. seem vii^ 
As tile hath been m^foHy^ who>h»re profim'd 
The myslary of God^ven me under pledge 
Of vow> «idi hate betrqr^d it to a wonian> 
A Canaanite> my fJEUtldiess enemy. 
This well I knew>, nOr was at all sttrpris'd^ 
But wamM by oft- eocperience : Did not she 
Of Timna first betojr me^ and reveal 
The secret wrested from me in her fa%hth 
Of nuptial love profes^'d^ carrying it straight 
To them who had c<»Tupted her, my spies^ 
And rivals? In thb other was thare found 
More &ith^ who idso in her. prime ot lave. 
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Spousal ^mblrades^ vitiated with gold^ 
Though oflFer'd only, by the scent eonceiv'd 
Her spurious first'-bom, treason against me ? 
Thrice she assayed with flattering prayers and^ghs » 
And amorous reproaches, to win from me .:.;;: 

My capital secret, in what part my strength . 
Lay stor'd, in what part summ'd, that shf^ionightT 
know; : ! ; * 

Thrice I delude her, and tumM to'spcrt * 
Her importunity, each time perci^iving 
How openly, and with . what }mp\idenee 
She purposed to betray 'me, and '(whidb( was worse 
'Xh^ imdissembled hate) with wfant eottt^mpt 
She sought to mak)e mi^ traitor to; myself;. 
Yet the f()urth time, when, mujstering all -her wiks. 
With blandish' d parlies, feminine assaults, : 
Tongue-batteries, she surceasM not, day nor nighl^/ 
To storm me overrwatch'4j ai^d wearied out. 
At times when men seek most repose and rest, 
I yielded, and unlojck'd her all my heart. 
Who, with a grain of manhood, well resolv'd. 
Might easily have shook oflF all her snares; . 
But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 
Her bond-ilav6 ; O indignity, O blot 
To honour and religion ! servile mind : . 
Rewarded well with sertile punishment ! 
The base degree to which I now am falletij 
These rags, this grinding is not yet so b^se ' 
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As was my former servitude^ ignoble^ 
Unmanly^ ignominioas^ infamous. 
True slavery^ and that blindness worse than this. 
That saw not how degenerately I serv'd. 

Manoah. I cannot praise thy marriage-choices,- 

' ' Son, 
Rather approv'd them not ; but thou didst plead 
Divine impukion prompting how thoii might'st 
Find some occasion to infest oui foes; 
1 state not that; this I am sure, our foes 
Found flooa occasion thereby to'miake thee 
Their captive, and iheir fariumph j thoii the sooner. : 
Temptation' foond's^ or over-potent chaniis> '« 
To violate the sacred trust of lilence 
Deposited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was iii thy power : true ; and thou bear'st 
Enough, and more, ihe burden of that fault ; 
Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art paying. 
That rigid score. A worse thing yet remains ; 
This day the JHiilistines a popular feast 
Here celebrate in Gaza ; and proclaim 
Great pomp, and sacrifice, and praises loud, ^• 
To Dagon, as their God* who hath'deliver'd » s 
Thee, Samson, bound and blind into their hailds. 
Them out of thine, who slew'st them many a «Udiii 
So Dagoii shall be magnified, and God, 
Besides whom is no Grod, compared with idols, 
Pisglorifiedy blasphem'd> and had in scorn 
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By the Idolatrous rout amidst thek wise ; 
Which to have come tot pass by means oftHee^ 
Samson, of all thy sufferings think the heawst. 
Of all reproach die most with shame that evier 
CSould have beiedlen thee and thy father's house* 

Samson. Father;, I do acknowledge and confess 
That I t!his honour, I this pomp, have hrou^t 
To Dtigonj and advancM his pcaisea higji. 
Among the Heathen round f to God have lttou|^ 
Dishonour^ obloquy, and opM fhe moutUs . 
Of idolists^ and atheists ; have brought soattdal 
Ta Israel, diffidence of God, and doul^t . 
In feebte hearts, prepense enough bcteesi 
To waver, or fall off and join with, idok^ 
Which is my chief affliction, shame and sorrow^ 
The anguidb of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughtSitoxest» 
This only hope relieves me, that the strife 
With me hath end 5 all the contest is now ^ 
Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath presumM^ 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God^ 
His deity comparing and preferring . 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be sure, 
WilLnot connive,, or linger, thus pcovok^dy 
But will arise, and his great name assert: 
Pagon must stoop^ and shall ere long receive 
Such a discomfit, as shall quite despoil turn 
Of all these boasted trophies won on me^ 
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And widi confunon blaak his wofskippeiii. 

Manoai. Witk camae tlus hope relieves thee, md 
these words 
I as a prophecy receive; for God> 
Nothing move certain, will not long defer 
V& vindicate the glory of his Name 
Against all competition, nor will tcmg 
Endure it dottbtfiil whether God be liord^ 
Or Sagon. . But for thee what shall be done ? 
Thou must not, iq the mean while here forgot. 
Lie in this misemble loathsome plight. 
Neglected* I already have made way 
To some PhiUstian lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ranscMn : wett they may by this 
Have satified their utmost of revenge 
By pains and slaveries, worse than death, inflicted 
On thee, who now no more canst do them harm. 

Samson* Spare that proposal Father: spare the 
trouble 
Of dmt SoUcitatbn ; let me here. 
As I deserve, pay on my punishment ^ 
And expiate, if possible, my crime. 
Shameful garrulity* To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the secrets of a friend. 
How heinous had the fact been, how deserving 
Contempt, and scorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendship, and avoided as a blab. 
The mark of fool set on his front? But I 
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God's counsel have not kept^ his holy secret 
Presumptuously have publish'd^ impiously^ 
Weakly at least, and shamefully; a sin . 
That Gentiles in tbeir parables condemn 
To their abyss and horrid pains confin'd* 

Manoah. Be penitent, dnd for thy fault contrite; 
But act not in thy own affliction, Son : 
Repent the sin; but, if the punishment ' 
Thou canst avoid, self-preservation bids ; 
Or the execution leave to high disposal^ 
And let another faand^ not thinei^ exact 
Thy penal forfeit from .thysetf : peirhaps . 
God will relenti.and qjiUt. thee alVhis debt ; 
Who ever more ^j^pves, and mpre accepts, 
(Best pleas'd with hiunble and filial submission,) , 
Him, who imploring mercy^ 9u^ for life> 
Than who, self-^rigorous, chposes d^th as due ; 
Which argues oyer-just, and selfrdispleaa'd ./ 
For self-oflfence, more than for God offended. 
Reject not then what ofifejr'd m^ans^ who knows : 
But God hath set before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his sacred house, 
Where thou mayst bring thyioffqrings, to ivert 
His further ire, with prayers and vows renew'd ? 

Samson. His pardon I imploi^e; but as for life> 
To what end should I sedk it? when in strength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful coumge^ and magnanimous thoughts 



I 
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Of birth firom Heaven foretold, and high exploits, . 
Fuli of divine instinct, after some proof 
Of acts indeed heroick, far beyond 
The sons of Anak, fiimous now and blazed. 
Fearless of danger, like a petty God . . 
I walkM about admirM of all and dreaded 
On hostile ground, none daring my affront. 
Tlien swollen with pride into the snare I fell 
.Of feir £Edlacious looks, venereal trains, 
Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous life; 
At length to lay my head and hallowed pledge 
Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me 
Like a tame wether, all my precious fleece. 
Then tumM me out ridiculous, despoilM, 
Shaven, and disarmed among mine enemies. 

Chorus. Desire of wine and all delicious drinks. 
Which many a fomous warriour overturns, . 
Thou couldst repress ; nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the fkvour, or the smell. 
Or taste that cheers the heart of Gods and Men, . 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream* 

Samson, Wherever fountain or fresh currieiit 

flowed 
Agidnst the eastern ray, tranducent, pure 

With touch ethereal of Heaven's fiery rod, 

I drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 

Thirst, and refreshed: nor envied them the grape 
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God's counsel have not kept, his. holy secret 
Presumptuously have publish'dy impiously^^ v 
Weakly at least, and shamefully ; a sin . 
That Gentiles in tl;ieir parables condemii 
To their abyss and horrid pains con&>'d« 

MaruHih. Be penitent, dnd for tby fault, contrite 
But act not in thy own affliction. Son ; . * 

Repent the sin; but, if the punishment ' 
Thou canst avoids self-preservation bids ;. '• 
Or the execution leave to high disposal^ 
And let another faand^ not ttune^ exacts » 

Thy penal forfeit from .thysejf : peirhaps . 
God will xelenti.and q]i|it thee alVhis debt ;,. . > 
Who ever mwe ^j^pves, and mpre^^aQcepts^ 
(Best pleas'd with humble and filial subnii^on,) i 
Him, who imploring mercy, ^es for Ufe> 
Than who, self-^rigprous, chposes d^ath as due ; 
Which argues oyer-just, and selfrdisplea^'d • 
For self-offence, more than for God oflFended. 
Reject not then what ofFer'd means, who knows : 
But God hath set before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his sacred house. 
Where thou mayst bring thy offerings, to ivert 
His further ire, with prayers and vows renew'd ? 

Samson. His pardon I implore; but as for lifc> 
To what end should I seek it? when in strength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful coumge, and magnanimous thoughts 
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Of birth from Heaven foretold^ and high exploits^ . 

Full of divine instinct, after some proof 

Of acts indeed heroick, far beyond 

The sons of Anak^ famous now and blaz'd. 

Fearless of danger, like a petty God 

I walkM about admir'd of all and dreaded 

On hostile ground, none daring my affront. 

Then swollen with jMnde into the snare I fell 

.Of £Eur £Edlacious looks, venereal trains, 

Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous li£e; 

At length to lay my head and hallowed pledge 

Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 

Of a deceitful concubine^ who shore me 

Like a tame wether, all my precious fleece. 

Then tum'd me out ridiculous, despoil'd^ 

Shaven, and disarm^ among mine enemies. 

Chorus. Desire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a fomous warriour overturns. 
Thou couldst repress ; nor did the dancing ndby 
Sparkling, out-pourM, the fkvour, or the smell. 
Or taste that cheers the heart of Gods and Men, ■. 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream* 

Samson. Wherever fountain or fresh currient 

flowed 
Agdnst the eastern ray, tranducent, pure 

With touch ethereal of Heaven's fiery rod, 

I drank^ from the clear milky juice allaying 

Thirst, and refresh'd : nor envied them the grape 
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\^ose hea^s diat turbulent Kquor fills with fume^. 
Chorus. O madness^ to think use of strongest 

wines 
And strongest drinks our chief support of healthy 
When God with these forbidd'n made cfatxce to 

rear 
His mighty champion, strong above x^mpare^ 
Whose drink was only from the liquid brook. 
Samson. But what avail'd this temperance^ not 

complete 
Against another dbj^ct more enticing? 
What boots it at one gate to make defence;^ 
And at another to let in the foe, 
EiFeminately vanquished? by which means, 
Now blind, disheaiten'd, shamM, dishonour'd, 

quell'd. 
To what can I be useful, wherein serve 
My nation, and the work from Heaven imposM, 
But to sit idle on the houshold hearth, 
A burdenous drone ; to visitants a gaze. 
Or pitied object, these redundant locks 
Robustious to no purpose clustering down. 
Vain monument of strength ; till length of years 
And sedentary numness craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obscure ? 
Here rather let me drudge, and earn my bread ; 
Till vermin, or the draflFof servile food. 
Consume me, and oft-invocated death 
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Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. 

Manoah. Wilt thou then serve the Philistines 
with that gift 
Which was expressly given thee to annoy them? 
Better atlMHne lie bed-rid^ not only idl^ 
Inglorious^ unemployM, with age outworn* 
But God, who caused a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to spring, thy thirst to aOiqr 
After the bnmt of battle, can as easy 
Cause light again within thy eyes to springs 
Wherewith to serve him better than thou faastj 
And I persuade me so; why else this strength 
Miraculous yet remaining in those locks ? 
His might continues ia thee not for nought^ 
Nor shall his wonderous gifts be ftustrate thus, 

Samsoru All otherwise to me my thoughts pop- 
tend. 
That these dark orbs no more shall treat with ligbt. 
Nor the othar light of life continue long. 
But yield to double darkness nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial spirits droop, 
My hopes all flat. Nature within me seems 
In all her functions weary of herself; 
My lace of gloiy run, and race of shame. 
And I shall shortly be with them that rest, 

Manoah, Believe not these suggestions, which 
^ {NToceed 
From anguish of the mind and hu)au>ur^ .; 
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That mingle witli thy fkncy. I howe\'«r 
Must not omk a father's timely care 
To prosecute the means of thy deliverattiee 
By -mnsora, or how fclse : mean while be calm. 
And healing words from these ttiy friends admits 
' ' [Exit.] 

Samson. O that Torment should not be eonfi&M 
Tdthe body's wounds and sores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In hearti head, breast, and reins ; 
But must secret passage find 
To the inmost mind. 
Their exercise all his fierce accidents, 
And on her purest spirits prey. 
As on entrails, joints, and limbs, 
With answerable pains, but more intense, 
Though void of corporal sense. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingering disease. 
But, finding no redress, ferment and rage ; 
Nor less than wounds immedicable 
Rankle, and fester, and gangrene. 
To black mortification. 

Thoughts, my tbrmenters, arm'd with deadly stings^ 
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts, 
'Exasperate, exulcerate, and raise 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquour can asswage^ 
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Nor breath of rdnud air bom snofi^ Alp^ 
Sleep hath forsook and given me o^er 
To death's beii«uBQiiiiDg of^um as my only cure i 
Thence faintings^ swoonings of dcspak'. 
And sfcnse of Heaven's deserdon. 

I was his nufsling oooe, and choice deligfalj 
His deadn'd from die womb. 
Promised by heavenly message twice descending. 
Under his special eye 
Abstemious I grew up, and thrir'd amain ; 
He led me on to mightiest deeds^ 
Above the nerve of mcxtal arm. 
Against d»e uficircuancis'd, our enemies : 
But now has cast me off as never known^ 
Afid to those ^ruei enemies. 
Whom I by his appointment had pioyok'd. 
Left MM ^ heipless with 1^ irreparable loss 
Of sight, reserved alive to be repeated 
The subject of their <^tieky or seom* 
Nor am I in the list of them that liope; 
Hopeless are all my evils, all remediless : 
This one prayer yet refitaftttg, migbt I be heard. 
No long petidkAi, speedy deanA, 
The close of all iny mlset^ asad the bfdm« 

Chorus. Many are the sayings cf the wis^ 
In ancient and in modem books ini^d. 
Extolling pgtieme as die tmest C^rtiHide ; 
And to the bearing well of sB\ caldtttflies^ 

VOL. IV. K 
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All chancei» incident to man's frail life^ 
Consolatories writ 

With studied aigument^ and much persuasion sought 
Lenient of ^ef and anxious thought : 

But with the afflicted in his pangs their sound 

little prevails^ or rather seems a tune 

Harsh, and of dissonant mood from his comphunt; . 

Unless he feel within 

S<mie source of consolation from above. 

Secret refreshings, that repair his strength, . 

And feinting spirit^ uphold. 

God of our fathers, what is man ! 
That thou towards him with hand so various,, 
Or might I say contrarious, 

Temper'st thy providence through his short course. 
Not evei^ly, as thou rul'st . 
The angelick Orders, and inferior creatures mute. 
Irrational and brute* 

Nor do I name, of men the common rout. 
That wandering loose about 
Grow up and perish, as the summer-fly, 
Head^ without n^me no more remember'd; 
But such as thou hast solemnly elected. 
With gifis and graces eminently adom'd^ 
To soi^e great work, thy glory. 
And people^s safety, which in part they effect: 
Yet toward these thus dignilied, thou oft. 
Amidst th^ hightb of noon^^ 
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Changed thy countenance^ and thy hand^ with no 

regard 
Of highest favours past 
Froft thee on them^ or them to thee of sendee* 

Nor only dost degrade them^ or remit 
To life obscur'd, which were a fair dismission^ 
But throw'st them lower than thou didst exalt them 

high, 
Unseemly falls in human eye, 
Too gi:ievous for the trespass or omission} 
Oft leav'st them to the hostile sword 
Of Heathen and profane^ their carcasses 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or else captfv'd; 
Or to the unjust tribunals, under change of times^ 
And condemnation of the ingratefiil multitude. 
If these they 'scape, perhaps in poverty 
With sickness and disease thou bow'st them down. 
Painful diseases and deform'd. 
In crude old age : 

Though not disoidinate, yet causeless suffering 
The punishment of dissolute days : in fine. 
Just, or unjust, alike seem miserable. 
For oft alike both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious champion. 
The image of thy strength, and mighty minister, 
Wliat do I beg ? how hast thou dealt already ! 
Behold him in bis state calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canst, to peaceful end* 

K 2 
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Btit wlioii ifais^ i^hat thing of sea or hoid? 

Femaleof sex it seems, 

That so bedeek'd, ornate, and gay^ 

Comes ifais miy sailing ^ 

Ldke a statdfy ship 

Of Ta#si», booted ftr the isles 

Of Javam or BkcHre 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim^ 

Sails fiird, and streamers waving. 

Courted by mU&e winds that hold them jixf. 

An amber scedl^fordlMiis peirfume 

JHer harbinger, a damsd train behind ; 

Some rich Pkiiistiasi matron die mi^ seem ; 

Aftdiibw at iieaicr ^4iew, no othet certain 

Than DaliU thy Wtfe. 

Samson My Wife! my Traitress: let her not 

come near me* 
Chorus. Yet on she moves, notr stands and eye$ 

thee fix'd. 
About to hirve spoke ^ but now, with head declm'd. 
Like a fair fldwer scffdharg'd with dew, she weeps. 
And words addressed seem into tears dissolved, 
Wetdng the borders of her silken veil : 
But now again die makes address to speak. 

Enter Dalila. 

Datiku Witb doubtliil feet ax^ wavering reso^ 
Itttioa 
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I come, still dreading thy <Ufple2isurc^ SamsoDj 
Which to have merited^ without excuse, 
I cannot hut acknowledge ; yet, if tears 
May expii|te, (thoi^h the f«ct more evil drew 
In the perv^fse event than I foresaw,) 
My penance hath not s)ackeQ'4f though ipy pavc(Qa 
No way aisur'd. But con^ngal afifectioii. 
Prevailing over fear and timorous doubt. 
Hath led me on^^ desirous to behold 
Once more thy face, ai|d know of • thy estate. 
If aught in «iy fdMlity may 3erve 
To lighten vtl^ thou su^r^st, and appease 
Thy mind with w|vit amends is in my power. 
Though late, ]f^ in fsqiB^ part tp recompense 
My rash, but mw u^^irtui^at^j misdeed. 
Samson. Out,^ (Hit, Hyfen^ 1 these are thy wonted 
arts. 
And arts of every «9iQ)|ip fyfse Uk^ thee. 
To break a}l hi&k^ ^ yaws, deceive, betray. 
Then as re|>ratot to submit, beseech, , 

And reconcilem^t oiove with feign'd remorse, 
Confess, aod pcpmise wonders in her change ; 
Not truly p^it^jit, but chief to tjy 
Her husbaiid> hmf feir wg*d hU patieppe hears. 
His yirtuf^ or wi^akA^^ which w^y tQ assail : 
Then with more cautious and instructed skill 
Again tran^esses, mi again submits ; 
Tl^it wisest and b^ meP; full oft beguil'd. 
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With goodness principled not to reject 
The penitent^ but ever to forgive. 
Are drawn to wear out miserable days. 
Entangled with a poisonous bosom snake. 
If not by quick destruction soon cut off, 
As I by thee, to ages an example. 
J)alila. Yet hear me^ Samson ; not that I en- 
deavour 
To lessen or extenuate my offence^ 
But that on the other side, if it be weighed 
By itself, with aggravations not surcharged. 
Or else with just allowance counterpcnsM, 
I may, if possible, thy pardon find 
The easier towards me, or thy hatred less. 
First granting, as I do, it was a weakness 
In me, but incident to all our sex^ 
Curiosity, inquisitive, importune 
Of secrets, then with like infirmity 
To publish them, both common female faults } 
Was it not weakness also to make known 
For importunity, that is for nought, 
Wherein consisted all thy strength and safety? 
To what I did thou showd*st me first the way. 
But I to enemies reveal'd, and should not : 
Nor should'st thou have trusted that to woman's 

frailty : 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyself wast cruel. 
Let weakness then with weakness come to parle, 
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So Bear related^ or the sain^ of Idnd^' 

lUne forgive mine ; that men may censure thine 

The gentler^ if severely thoa exact not 

More strength from me^ than in thyself was found* 

And what if love, which thou interpret'st hate. 

The jealousy of love^ powerful of sway 

In human hearts, nor less in mine towards thee^ 

Caused what I did? I saw thee mutable 

Of fimcy, fear'd lest <me day thou would'st leav< 

me 
As her at Timna, sought by all means therefore 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest : 
No better way I saw than by impdrtuning 
To learn thy secrets, get into my power 
Thy key of strength and safety :. thou wilt say. 
Why then reveal'd? I was assur'd by those 
Who tempted me, .that nothing was designed 
Against thee but safe custody, and hold : 
That made for me; I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises. 
While I at home sat fiill of cares and fears. 
Wailing thy absence in my widow'd bed; 
Here I should still enjoy thee, day and night. 
Mine and bve's prisoner, not the Philistines', 
Whole to myself, unhazarded abroad^ 
Fearless at home of partners in my love. 
These reasons in bve's law have past for good. 
Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps ; 
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And love hath oft> well meanimgy wrought mucli 

woe. 
Yet always pity or paxtUm hath Qbtun'cU 
Bt not unlike all otheis, sot austere 
As thou art strong, inflexible as steel. 
If thou in strength all mortals dost exceed. 
In uncompassionate anger do not so« 

Samson. How cunningly the soroeress di^l^Ti 
Her own tntnsgressions, to uphridd me mine ! 
That malice, not repentance, brought daee hither. 
By diis ai^iears : I gave, thoa aafsk, the example, 
I led the way ; bitter reproach^ hut tniej^ 
I to myself was fidbpe ere thou ta ne; 
Such pardon therefore as I ghre m^ fellf > 
Take to thy wicked deed ; which whw thou see^t 
Impartial, selfi-severe, inexorable, 
TIiou wilt renounce thy seeking, and saueh xatheir 
Confess it feignM : Weakness is thy excu3e. 
And I believe it; weakness to resist 
Philistian gold : If weakness may excuse, . 
What murderer, what traitor, parrieiide. 
Incestuous, sacrilegious, hut may pleotd it ? 
All wickedness is weakness: the plea ther^fip^ 
With God or Man wiU gain th«e no reoiis^ion,. 
3ut love consjbrain'd tliei^ ; call it furioius rage 
To satisfy thy lust: love «eeh« to have love 5 
My love hwr coijild'^t thou bopje, who took'st the 

way 
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'JTo' ms6 in' me inexpUble hate. 
Knowing, as needs I must, by thee betray'd ? 
In vain thou striv'st to cover shame with sliamc, 
Or by evasions thy crime micover'st more. 
Dalila Since t)iou determin'st weakness for no 

plea 
lo wan or woman, though to thy own condemning, 
Hear what assaults I had, what snares besides. 
What sieges girt me round, ere I consented; 
Which might have aw'd the best- resolved of men. 
The coBstaiitesty tp have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'st, 
Th^t wrought with me: Thou know'st the ma« 

^strates 
And princes of my country came in person. 
Solicited, commanded, threaten'dj urg'dj 
Adjur'd by aU the Ixmds of civil duty 
And of religion, pressed liow just it was, 
How h^ki^MHirable, how glorious to entrfip 
A comn^oa enemy, who had destroyed 
Such' ji^mbers of o^ nation ; and the priest 
Wfs uot behind, but ever at my ear, 
Preacliiog how meritorious with the Cods 
It would bf' to ensnare spi irreligious 
Dishonourer of Oagon ; what ha4 I 
To oppose against su^ powerful ^rgufneiats? 
Only my love of thee held lopjg debate, 
And combated in $ilence all these rt^oui 
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\^th hard cont^: at length that grounded masum. 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wisest nien> that to the publick good 
Private respects must yi||d^ with grave authority ' 
Took full possession of me^ and prevailed ; 
Virtue, as I thottght, truth, duty, so enjoining. 
Samson. I thought where all thy circling wiles 

would end; 
In feigned religion, smooth hypocrisy ! 
But had thy love, still odiously pretended^ 
Been, as it ought, sincere, it would have taught 

thee 
Far other reasonings, brought forth other deeds. 
I before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation, chose thee from among 
My enemies, lov*d thee, as too well thou knew'st; 
Too well 5 unbosom'd all my secrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but over-power*d 
By thy request, who could deny thee nothing; 
Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
Did'st thou at first receive me for thy husband,. 
Then, as since then, thy country's foe professM? 
Being once a wife, for me thou wast to leave 
Parents and country ; nor was I then subject. 
Nor under their protection but my own. 
Thou mine, not theirs : If aught against my life 
Thy country sought of thee, it sought unjustly. 
Against the law of nature, law of nations i 
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Na more thy country, but an impious crew 

Of men conspiring to uphold their state 

By worse than hostile deeds, violating the ends 

For which our country is a name so dear ; 

Nol therefore to be obeyM. But zeal mov'd thee ; 

To please thy Gods thou didst it; Gods unable 

To acquit themselves and prosecute their foes 

But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 

Of their own deity, Gods cannot be ; 

Less therefore to be pleasM, obe/d, or fear'd. 

These false pretexts and vamish'd colours £dling. 

Bare in thy guilt, how foul must thou aj^ar! 

Ddlila^ In argument with mdh a woman ever 
Goes by the wope, whatever be her cause. 

Samson* For want of words no doubt, or lack of 
breath; 
Witness when I was worried with thy peals. 

DalUa. I was a fool, too rash, and quite mistaken 
In what I thought would have succeeded best. 
Jjet me obtain forgiveness of thee, Samson : 
Afford me place to show what recompence 
Towards thee I intend for what I have misdone;i 
Misguided; only what remains past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
To afflict thyself in vain : though sight be lost, 
Life yet hath many solaces, enjoy'd 
Where other senses want not their delights 
At home in leisure and domestick ease^ 
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Exempt from many a cafe aii4 chance^ to wlui^ti 
Eye-sight exposes daily mea abroad. 
I to the Lords will intercede, not dou^iting: 
Their favourable ear that I may fete^ the6 
fVom forth this loathsome prison house, to ajbid^ 
With me, where npiy redoubled love and car^ 
With nursing diligence, to me glad offioci 
May ever tend about thee to old 9g^ 
With all things grateful cheer*d, a^d so $Qp{>Iied, 
That, what by me thou hast l^t thiPiiii lea^ shak 
miss. 
SamsQH» No, no; of my cmditiQn take i^o o^e i 
It fits not ; thou a&d I long aineie are ^waln : 
Nor think me so unwary or aceiw'i^ 
To bring qiy feet again into the snare 
"Where once I have been caught : I know thy trains, 
T^hough dearly to my cost, ^hy gi»s, and toils 5 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and wpf Wing charms. 
No meareon me have iK>wer; ih^ix fore^ is null'd^ 
So much of adder's wisdom I h^ve learn'4> 
To fence my ear again3t thy sarcefies. 
If ip my flower of youth and 9trengtl|^ wbf n ajU men 
Lov'd, honoured, fear'd me, tkm aJk>M <$puld'st 

hate me 
Thy husband, >Iight I0P> spH m^^ and feiiegp m^ ; 
How wouldst thou use >i>^ ppw, bli^d, pind tfbereby 
T)eceivable, in most things as a ehlUl 
Helpless, thence easily contemn^dj A^d scorn'd. 
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And last neglected ^ Hotri^ould'st tlMi Insuh^ 

When I must live ifiEorions to thy will 

In perfect thnddom^ how agua betray mt^ 

Beaiingifty words and doings to the Lords 

To gtoas tipfXif and) censuring^ frawn or smile I 

This jail I coiiiit the house of liberty 

To thine, wliose doors my feet shall nev^ enter. 

DaUht. Let me i^proach at least, and toudi 
thy hand* 

Samson. Not for thy life, lest fierce remembranoe 
wake 
My sudden rage to tdar thee jeint by joints 
At distance I forgive thee ; go with that; 
Bewail thy ialshood, and the jmous works 
It hath brought forth to nake thee memorabte 
Among illustrious wome% fEuthfcd wives 1 
Cherish thy hastened wido«<^ood whh the gold 
Of matrimonial treason i so fisreweU. 

DaiUa. I see thou ast implacable, more deaf 
To prayets, than winds and seas; yet winds to seaa 
Are reconcil'd at toogth, and sea to dhore : 
Thy anger, unappeasable, still rages. 
Eternal temped, never to be calm'd. 
Why do I humble thus myself, and, suing 
For peace, reap nothing but repulse and bate ? 
Bid go ivith ei4i omen, and the brand 
Of infeuny upon my name denonnc'd,? 



I 



142 SAMSON 

To i^ix with tby concernments I desist 

Henceforth^ nor. too much disapprove my own« 

Fame, if not double-fac'd, is double-mouth'd. 

And with contrary blast proclaims most deeds ; 

On t^oiii his wings, one bla^k, the other white^ 

Bears greatest names in his wild aery flight. 

My name perhaps among the circiimci^d 

in Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes, ^ 

To all posterity may stand defan^^d, 

tWith malediction men^on'd, and the blot \ 

Of falshood most unconjugal tradiic'd« 

But in n\y country, where I most desire. 

In Ecron, Gaza, Asdod, and in Gath, 

I shall be nam'd among the famousest 

Of women, sung at solemn festivals. 

Living and dead recorded^ who, to save 

Her i^untry from a fierce destroyer, chose 

Above the faith of wedlock*-bands ; my tomb 

WiA odours visited and annual flowers; 

Not less renown'd than in mount Ephi'aim 

Jael, who with inhospitable guile 

Smote Sisera sleeping, through the temples nail'd* 

Nor shall I count it heinous to enjoy 

The publick marks of honour and reward. 

Conferred upon me, for the piety 

Which to my country I was judg'd to have shown* 

At this whoever envies or repines. 
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I Icsve lum to his lot, and like my own. lExit.] 

Ckorus. She's gone^ a manifest serpent by her 
sting 
Discovei'd in tbe end^ till now conoeal'd. 

Samson. So let her go; God sent her to debase 
me^ 
And aggravate my foliy^ who committed 
To sudi a viper his most sacred trust 
Of secresy^ my safety^ and my life. 

Chorus. Yet beauty^ though injurious^ hath 
strange powvr^ 
After offence returning^ to regain 
Love once possess'd^ nor can be easily 
Repuls'd, vnthout much inward passion felt 
And secret Ming of amorous remorse. 

Sannison. Love-quarrels oft in pleasing concord 
end. 
Not wedlock-treachery endangering life* 

Chorus. It is not virtue^ wisdcxn^ valour^ wit. 
Strength^ con^eliness of shape^ or amplest merit. 
That woman's love can win or long inherit; 
But what it is^ hard is to say^ 
Harder to hit^ 

(Which way soever men refer it^) 
Much like thy riddle^ Samson^ in one day 
Or seven^ though one should musing sit. 

If any of these, or all, the 'HmniaQ bride 
Had not so soon preferred 
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Tbf ptfanymph^ xv^nrthiesli to thee comfar^d^ 

SodcesBor in dqr bed^ 

Nor both so loosly disallied 

Their nuptki% wnr IJkis ksC so treacbdr oosfy^ 

Hsdshamdi^tealhiirv^stofilrf b^ad* 

Is it for that such outward ornament 

Was lavished <tti liieir sex, idiait iifiv«rd gifts 

Were left for haste unfinirii'dy j/migeaMt 'seaa% 

Capacity not rais'd to arppiwiiftnd 

Or iKalue iviuit is best 

In choice^ but oftest to affect ite wvcmg} 

Or was too much of sdf^cwre wix'iy 

Of constancy no root infix'd^ 

That either thef love ttPthing, fsr not long } 

Whatever it be, to wfiest men aooid best 
SeeBMng at first all heaivenly under Tiigin vdi, 
Soft, modest, meek, demure. 
Once join'dj the contnnry At proves, a ihwsi^ 
Intestine, £h* wftUii defensive antis 
A cleavn^ misdaef, in his way to wtoe 
Adverse and turbtileiit, or by her charms 
Draws him awry enslav'd 
With dotage, and his sense deprav'd 
To folly and shameful deeds which mia ends. 
Wliat pilot $d >e3cf6]rt but needs must wreek 
Imbark'd with such a ste^rs-^tiate at tibe >hehtt ? 

Favour'd of Henwti, who fitids 
One virtuous, rarely found. 
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That in domestick good combines ; 

Hafipy that house ! his way to peace is smooth : 

But virtue^ which breaks through all opposition^ 

^And all temptation can remove^ 

Most shines^ and most is acceptable above. 

Therefore God's universal law 
Gave to the mandespotick power 
Over his female in due awe^ 
Nor from that right to part an hour^ 
Smile she or lour ; 
So shall he least confusion draw 
On his whple life, not sway'd 
By female usurpation, or dismayed. 

But bad we best retire ? I see a storm. 

Sarlnscn. Fair days have oft contractcdwind and 
rain. 

Chorus. But this another kind of tempest brings. 

Samson. Be .less abstruse, my riddling days are 
past. 

Chorusi Look now for no enchanting voice, nor 
fiear „ 

The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue.. 
Draws hitherward ; I know him by his stride^ 
The giant Harapha.of.Gath, his look . . 
Haughty, as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath, blown him 

' hither .• ' ♦ .• ' 

1 1^ conjecture than when first r saw 

you IV. L . . 



Hie sumptuous BalHa Veating IUb itajrs 
His jabk carries peace, liis JbralvVkliiril 

iSflEMMt* Or peace or liot, ;idike toine llr't»niei» 
Chorus. His fniu^wesoondialllaMi^SieiiiQdr 
•Eciires^ 

jEtt/lcr Hski^APBA. 

ffarapha. I come not, Sanson, to cciiaddie 'Af 
chance. 
As these perhaps, yet wish it had iMt 'been. 
Though for no friendly intent* I aas -o! Gafli } 
Men qall me Harapha, of stodk tenown'd 
As Og, or Anak, and ^^miadM4li 
That Kiriathitm beld; thou knov'st me iio#. 
If thou at iall art known^ Much I have biMtfd 
Of thy prodigious might and feats performed, 
IncnecEble 1o. me, in thk dii^pkas'd, 
^Qiat I was nevieri pissent ^on the -place . 
Qf those^encounters, where we might have tried 
Bach tidier'sfiorce in leanp or listed field ; 
And now am come to see of whom sudi noise 
Hath wdk'ddbNi^'and each iimb to survey, 
If thy ai^NOttasuie'tmaii^er kni report. 

Samson. The ngifaq^io Jcnow were not to see but 
ftaste* 

II7ariyBa. iDdst4tou abtiady single me ? I thought 
Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Ha4 brought om to the field, ii4me thou ^mfsm^d ^ 
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T^ bt^ ITDOMgbt mob ivpaden widi an ass's j^w ! 
I ^mH lMfV0 ferc'd diee soon wk^ 44her arius^ 
Or left thf^mttBm wbere tfei^ aas by thrown: 
So had .the g)k>ry of pioiross been recoverM 
Tq iUMlJoe^ won by « Philistine^ 
Fro9 Ife wilbreskfaDiM ttu^e^ of w 
The highest «ame for vaiUaat lacts ; that honoivr^ 
CertauilD jitvse won by mortal diuel from thee, 
I h»e^ pimwnted by thy eyes put out. 

AAvo9. Boaat xmA of what thou woi4d'st l^ave 
done^ but do 
What th^yn dhou wouhPst ; thou seest it in iliy haud* 

Harapha. ta eomhat with a Mind Joan J difldatVi 
And tjitia jiast a^ nuidi yrasUng to bt tuttcdi'i^ 

Samuan. £ueh iisage as your iuMiQumbte lord^ 
Aflford me^ assassinated and betra/d^ 
Yfho diigrst aot mth dic^ jiAiqle mii^ poima 
'in A^ withstand iQe single and nnaop^dj 
Nor JQilAie bouse-wkh chamber rnnbtishfs 
Close-banded dimC attack me^ no^ not deeping; . 
TBt they had Utf'd a womain with ifaeir 90U 
Breaking her njumpiage-'&ith to dbnevrnvent me. 
Therefore^ without feigiiM sURs^ let \^ mAgs^A 
Some narrow fdace ^doft^d^ whene ^ght laay guv 

thee* 
Or rather flight, no neat adfantag^ oa me $ 
Then put on aH thy goij^eous fvaiSp Agf lielmiel 
And brigandine ofbraas^ thy broad liabeygeon^ 

1.2 
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Vant-brace and greves^ and gauntlet^ add thy spear^ 
A weaver's beam^ and seven-times-firfded shield^ 
I only with an oaken staff will meet thee. 
And raise such outcries on thy clattered irori^ 
Which long shall not withlioid me fitom thy bead> 
That in a little time, wluie breath remains thee^ 
Thou oft shalt wish thyself at Gadi, to boast ^ 

Again in safety what thou would'st have d<me 
To Samson, but shalt never see Gath ttiore; . 

Hari^ha. Thou durst not thus disparage glorious 

arms, 
•Which greatest heroes have in battle wom^ 
vTheir ornament and safety, had not i^ells 
And black enchantment, some magician^s art, 
ArmM thee or charm'd thee strong, which thou from 

Heaveii 
Feignd'st at thy birth, was given thee in thy hair. 
Where strength can least abide, though all Ay haiiB 
Were bristles ranged like those that ridge* theVback 
Of chaf M wild boars> or ruffled porcupitfes; i- 

'Samson. I know ho sp^Hsy usef tia forbidden arts. 
My trust is in the living God^ who gave me 
At miy nativity this streligthy dilFus'd 
No less through all my sinews, joints, and bones> 
Than thine, while I preserv'd these locks. unshorn. 
The pledge of my unvi<dated vow * 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy God,. 
Go tQ his temple^ invocate his aid 
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With sokmnest devotion^ ^read befinre him 
How highly it concerns hb gploiy now 
To firustiate and dissolve these magick spells, 
WUch I to be the power of Israers God 
AfOWy and challenge Dagon to the test, 
CMfering to combat thee his champion botd^ 
With the utmost of his Godhead seconded : 
Then Aou shaltsee, or rather, to thy sorrow, 
Sodn feel, whose God is strongest, thine or mine. 

JXmigpAa. Presume not on thy God, whate'er 
he be; 
Thee he rqpurds not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite firom his people, and delivered up 
Into Ay enemies' hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd send thee 
Into the common prison, there to grind 
Among the slaves and asess thy comr^es. 
As good for nothing else ; no better service 
With those thy boisterous locks, no worthy match 
For valour to assail, nor by the sword 
Of noble warriour, so to stain his honour. 
But by the barber's razor best subdued. 

Samson. All these indignities, for such they are 
From thine, tliese evils I deserve, and more. 
Acknowledge them firom God inflicted on me 
Justly, yet despair not of his final pardon. 
Whose . ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gra9ious to re-admit the suppliant ; 
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In confidMlce wlieMof I onoe Ikgo^ 
Defy thee to a trkt erf aohial figb^ 
By conJlMiefo AkUt whDte GWlii <Bady 
Thine, or w&oA I nMU inad** tfoiist addm 

He wni t£04^ tfMel to 4Midkd hii c|(^ 
A Murdensr/ 1 lUv^tery ttd n Robbter I 

jM^ mfe tbteel 

Haraplia. Is not thy nation subjetfl to bur Icnrds ? 
Their m^kHato^ tiinfMB'd it| tl4ieE tbey took^Aee 
As a league^lmlto^ nid ddivtir'd tooridi 
Into our hands t ftr iMdst th6a «oi; tyuMaiitot 
Ndt^k)US( m^rdis^ dd those thirtrf ildt 
At Ascalon, Who not^ did thee harm^ . 
Then like ft Miber stri^p'dsl ^ta of tinir rdfesi 
The PhiUsrtiiiM, itheh Aou tedH bi^tdce ifie ki|iitf> 
Wetit jxp Whh anned fsowiM thlse mly sedci^ 
To others did lio vloleike Aor 9poiK 

Samson. Afifi^g {h« daughttrs of tke Pki6rtid*d 
I chose a wifo^ tuMefa te^ed me ho foe; 
And in your city held my ^ti») hiii : 
But your illomea&idg poUti^iaii lords^ 
Under preteni^ of biidai friewtt and gtteiti> 
Appointed to atedt me tUriy dpies^ 
Who^ threatening tfiAX deaih^ eonttnuh'd the hHii 
To wring from m^j flMtell «o theoi, my leent^ 
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Ikm Mb^d tbe nddfe which I had propot'd. 
When I perceiir'd all set on enmity, 
Ai oii vqE fnemjetj wherever chanc'd, 
I wfA hotftBitjr, and took thi^ ipoiL 
To pay mjr undeoninea u their coin« 
HjMtiMiiKM subjected tQ,yoar lordp: 
It waa fly farce of cntiipiftt ; fivce with £occe 
llfjdi qected iriiea 4ie cooguec'd can. 
But I| a private person , whom my country 
As a league-breaker gaie up bounds presvpuM 
Single rebelUpDt ynd did Virile -acts* 
Xmi WprfW^f but a pefsm lais'd 
With strength sufficient, and command fromHeaven^ 
T« fiw ngr cwntry ; if their semle minds 
Mcji ^1^ d^i«rer sent, would not receive. 
But to their fasten gf^ve me up for Bought^ 
Hie uinfgrthief tbqf ; whence to this day they server 
I was tfi^p i^y ffgi firatm Heaven assign'd^ 
iild MllffF^^ffll'd U, if my known ofence 
Hud Wt' disa^i)^ me, qo( all your force : 
Him fl}|i|bl refitted, answer thy appellant, 
Hough by his blindness maimM for high attempts. 
Who now defies thee thrice to a^ingle fight. 
As a petty enterprise of small enforce. 
jBiV^fflill^ YfiA thee i a nvifi cond^mn'd, a akve 

mm, 

Due by the law to capital punishment I 

To i^^ Vil^ tbee 9Q ]&ai) of anns will deilgn. 
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Samson. Cam'st thou for tfa&^ vain boaster^ to 
survey tne, '"•''' * . ; 
To descant on my strength^ and give thy vcSrdict ? 
Come nearer; part hot Kence so sli^t hifbrm-i; * 
But take good heed my hand survey' not tKfee.. . * - 

Harapha. O fiaal-zebiib 1 can nly ears-tinus'ti . 
>Hear these ^shbhours, abd Hot render dt^thf '" 

Samson. No man witholds theey nbthid^^ frtfm 
thy hand ..;... 

Fear I incurable; bring lip^y. van, - • ■ - • 

My heels are fettered, butmy^t is fi^. ^ ' ' 

Harapha. This insolence bthc^-Und of answer'' 
fits. •'"■ - ■'■ • • 

Samson. 06^ ba£9ed coward ! 1^ I ruti lipdii'thdd ' 
Though in these chains, bulk without spirit Tast, 
And with one buflFet lay thy structure low, - ^ ' 

Or swing thee 'in the air, then dash thee down 

To the hazard of thy brains and shattered sides. ' ^ 

Harapha. By Astaroth, ere long thou shalt liunel^t 
These braveries, in irons loaden on thee. [JErft.]* 

Chorus. His giahtship is gone isomewhat erest-' 
Men, 
Stalking with less unconscionable strides, • 
And lower looks, but in a sultry chase. 

Samson. I dread him not, nor all his ^ant«bn>od. 
Though Fame divulge him father of five sons. 
All of gigantick size, Goliah chief. 

Chorus. He will directly to the lords, I fear. 
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And with malicious counsel stir'tfa'em up * 
Some way or other yet further to afflict thee. 

Samson. He must allege some cause, and ofier'4. 
fight 
Will not dare mention, lest a question rise * 
Whether he durst accept the offer or not ; 
Andy that he durst not, plain enough appeared* 
Much mate affliction than already fek 
They cannot well impose, nor I sustain; 
If they intend advantage of my labours. 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping - 
l^th no small profit daily to my owners. 
But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove 
My speediest friend, by death to rid me hence; 
The worst that he can give, to me the best. 
Yet so it may fall out, because their end 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Chorus. Oh how comely it is,- and how reviving ; 
To Ibe spirits of just men long oppressed ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer . 

Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, the oppressour^ 
The brute and boisterous force of violent men, 
Hardy and industrious to support 
Tyrannick power, but raging to pursue - 
The righteous and all such as honour truth $ - 
He all their ammunition ' ■' I 



&4 SAMSO» 

And feats of war dtfeati^^ 

With plaii kiMkk M^hidLd ^ifd^ 

ibul c«I«6tial vigour am'd; 

Their armouries and magazines conteiMM^ 

Renders thamiueless; i«hUe 

With winged es^editioiiy 

Smft as lbs tigbniog^ gbace kia eMclitM 

His errand on the mcloed^ who^ sorpubf^ 

Lose their d^fenee, dbtracted aad^toMz^d* 

But patienOB k imim oil the cattftMMl^ 
Of «riNM% litt trmi of their fe«tiM<)^ 
Making theis cadfr Ui; onrn dslitJls^ 
And mixfr over dl 
That tfmumfm fatwic aatt> mBi^ 
Either of tfaesd h in tkjr lot^ 
Samson, witfc mi^t endued 
Above the Mat df men ; but ai|^ hit#iv^4 
May chailee la dniBbsr thee with tboM 
Wbon fMitkiuld iaaHy milal down* 

Tliis idol'i da^ halb been to thc^ tio di^T ^HH, 
Labouring ihy mind 
More than the working day thy hands. 
And y«t perhaps nM9 ttouble is behind 
For I diMry this wagr 
Some other tendings in his hand 
A scepter or qoaint stuff he beaim^ 
Comes oif Htmibi^ wpnei \A his look*. 
By his habit I discern him nmir 
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message will 1M^ thittf Md tiiMMi^ 



Chorus. His manacles remark hi<tty dklre he sits. 

This day to Dagon is a solemn feasV 
V^th sacrifi^e^ Mifttpii^ pcMify^ aM fliW^^ < 
Tly streS^ a«t lcM# jfttrpBSm 
And noyfr miepmrnt ptwX ib^r^ 
To bdMNitt i&ilr ^t fhM imd g#<ttt as§Mbiyr 
Rise theTefbfH iif^ M tfpeed^ tod ebiM dMg;^ 
Whei« I ^iffl se^ IliM HeiM^a ttid fSftSA cKi^ 
To appear, as IHs^ be£§lre the fflttstrio^ ter^ 
iSISMitm; TttM knoiTst t AEii M Hel^i^^i AcMi 
f(n^ tell Ifienii 
Our Law forbids at their religious rite» 
My presence ; fer thii^ ca^e I citiilc^ ekMi 

them, 
tkihidh. Have they n^ swctf d^playcri^ ffii «»tay 
sort 
Of gfmtdck iyptists> wi^Ien^ riders^ nttnik% 
Juglers^ and dancers^ anticks^ mumlniliy mimickS| 
Btit A^y mti^ pick iMiiitt^ with diBdctes^l^ 
And over-labour'd at their publick nffl^ 

To make th^ apori with Mind aeiM^) 
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Da they not seek'occasion of new quarreb 
On my refulsal to dis!ti'es» me mpre^ : i 

Ck make a ^ame of my calamities > 
Retmn the way thou cam'st, I will not come* 
Offif>^. Regiurd thyself 5 this will ofiend them 

Sam$(m. Myself } my conscience^ and .intenial 
peace. 
Can they think me so l»6ken^ so debas'd 
With corporal servitude^ that my inind ever 
Will don^es^end to sach absurd commands 2 
Althoiigh their drudge^ to be their fool or jester. 
And in my midst of sorrow and heart-griief 
To show them feats^ and play before their God^ 
The worst of all indignities^ yet on me . 
Joia'd with extreme contempt ? I will not come. 
Officer. My message was imposed on me with 
speed. 
Brooks no delay; is this thy resolution? 
Samson. Sq take it with what speed thy message 

needs. 
Officer. I am sorry what this stoutness will pro- 
duce. \Exiti] 
Samson. Perhaps thou slialt have cause to sorrow 

indeed. 
Chorus. Consider, Samson ; matters now are 
strain'd 
iTp to the highth, whether to hold or break ; 
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He's gone^ and wW knows how he tnay repent 
Thy woris by addii^ fuel to the flame ? 
Expect another messagie more imperiousy 
« More lordly thimdering than thou wdl wHt beac . ' 
' Samson. Shall I abuse this consecrated gift 
Of strength^ agam returning with my hair 
After my great transgression^ so requite 
Ftmur renew^d^ and add a greater sia 
By prostituting holy things to idob? 
A Nazarite in place abominable 
Vaunting my strength in honour to their Dagon! 
Besides^ how vile, contemptible^ ridiculous^ 
What act more execrably unclean^ profime ? 
Chorus. Yet with this strength thou senr'st thfe 
PWlistines, 
Idolatrous, undrcumcis'd, unclean* 

■'. Samson. Not in their idol-worship> but by labour 
Honest and lawful to deserve my food 
Of diosie, who have me in their civil power. 

Chorus. Where the heart joins not, outward acta 

. defile not. 
Samson. Where outward foccie cQnstraiiis^'"lhie 
sentence holds. 
But who; constrains me to the temple of Dagoo^ 
Not dragging? the Philistian lords coitimiaid. 
Commands are no constraints; If 1 obey th<sD% 
I do Jt freely, venturing to displease 
God for tbie fear of MaD> aod Mud ^dtXf 
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Shall never^ ¥WMpepte4» ind |pigitoiw»a> 

Yet that 1^ wqr ^di^Msa^ ^^^ «M^ i9^ 
PrcMMt in ^mgfim wk MiJiiBiiiii itoi 
For sM^ fiMjpietaiitf icHtt^ 4nii jOEttdtit jMt dM)t. 
C9k7nf& fl9ir AafK vtttlme ca^|^ gCi^moNnMB 

Samson. Betdfipal a»Mgb $1 begito^iiiri . 
Some rousing nuttkiiis ia psct, vvi^Udh idspise 
To something extrattifiii0qriqtAM|£^xt& 

Nothingitodo^ Oie mue, "AoAmuf^iiAammT 
Our Lent, Mr «ki^i|itny niwe .of AiHflvite. 
illdiereiBe «q|htadf :pmHi9e kiikt uuDiSt, 
This day will be remarkable inaay<=H£e 

By some great acrt, ;0r «f «iy dajrs :lbe dasV 
adorns. iu^ne^Aouiiast resdlFM^ the waaa re- 
turns* 
Office. rSamsm, Ifais ^second ^Biessage from our 
'terds 
To thee I am bid say. Art thou^cmr'&faMPe^ 
<Bnr;U«pliin^nat &e^ulilidk«]pill our^Arudge 
And dar'st thou at our sendingand command 
Dis]Hlte4ii]riO(Ri4n^ ^icvne Without 4d]ay; 
Orwe^Miittiitidafiiidfaeiigiiies'towBaU • 
And4nmpi0ri^e^as!Aiott*shak<;one df 4bf«e, 
Though thou weft^biriUa^fieiBSteDra fha^ 
Samsoti. 4'e«iJHH4ie'it<U*«wteatto'try^tIi«&'«rr; 
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Which to no few of them woidtf |Nrov^ pcnidons. 

Yet^ knowing thefar adnrntagc^ too maay^ 

Because they shall not trail me through iixek streets 

like a wild beast^ I am content to go* 

Masters' commands come wbik n power xerijitteSB 

To such as owe them absolute <nibjecti<m ; 

And for a life who will not change lus|iuipQ0(^ ? 

(So mutable «re ril the wayis of men^ 

Yet this he sure, in nothing to conqpfy « 

Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 

Officer. I praise diy resolution: doff these lidb 
By this compliance diou wilt win -the kxrds 
To favour^ and perhiqps to set thee free. 

Samwa. Brethren^ fiurewell; your. oompaoyaloiif 
I wiH not widi, ]est it perbap ofiioid them 
Tasee me girt with friends; and how the fii{^t 
Of me^ as of A oommon enemy^ 
So dreaded <moe, may now exaspenle them^ 
I know not : lords are lordliest in their wine ; 
And the well-feasted priest ^hen soonest fir'd 
With zesfl, if aught religicm seem eoncetn'd ; 
No less the people^ on their holy«*dqn» 
Impetuous^ insdont^ unquenchable: 
Happen what may, of me expect Ao hear 
Nothing dishonourable, impure, unwortibjr 
Our God^ our l4nv, my Nadon^ or myself^ 
The last of me «rno i ^cannot warmnt. 

C^om^. Go^«ndtheBbIyone 
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Of Israel be thy guule 

To what may serve his glory best, aod spread bis 
' i ■'" - Name 
Great among the Heathen round ; 
Sedd thee the Angel of thy birth, to stand 
Fast by thy ade, who from thy father's field 
Rode up in flames after his message told 
Of thy conception, and be now a shield 
Of fire ; that Sprit, that first rushed oa thee 

In the camp of Dan, 

Be- efficacious in thee now at need J 
For never was from Heaven imparted 
Measure of strength so great to mortal seed, 
it^in thy wonderous actions hath been seen.^.^ 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in such haste 
With youthful. steps? much livelier than ere while 
He seems ; supposing here to find his son. 
Or of him bringing to us some glad news ? 

Enter Manoah. 

Manoah. Peace with you, Bxetliren ; my induce- 
ment hither 
Was not at present here to find my son. 
By order of the lords now parted hence 
To come and play before them at their feast. 
I heard all as I came, the city rings. 
And numbers. thither flock : I had no will^ 
Lest X should see him forcM to things unseemly. ^ 
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But that, which mov'd my coming now, was chiefly 

r 

To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good success to work his liberty. 

Chorus. That hope would much rejoice us to 
partake 
With thee ; say, reverend Sire, we thirst to hear. 

ManoaJu 1 have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or through the high street passings 
With supplication prone and father's tears. 
To accept of ransom for my son their prisoner. 
Some much averse 1 found and wonderous harsb^ 
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite ; 
That part most reverenced Dagon and his priests ; 
Others more moderate seeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They easily would set to sale : a third 
More generous far and civil, who confessed ' 
They had enough reveng'd ; having reduc'4 
Their foe to misery beneath their fears, 
Tlie rest was magnanimity to remit. 
If some convenient ransom were proposM, 
What noise or shout was that? it tore the sky. 

Chorus. Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
llxeir once great dread, captive, and blind before 

them. 
Or at some proqf of strength before them shown. 

Manoah. His ransom, if my whole inheritance 
l^ay compass it, shall willingly be paid . 
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ikud biUDber'd down : much i^atliei I shsii $fai909e 

To live tlia poorest in my tribe^ than mhitst^ 

And he in that calamitous pri/son left. 

tioy I ani Rxd not to part hence without him. 

For his redemption all my patrimony 

If need be^ I am ready to forego 

^nd quit : ncrt wandii^ him, I sliall want nottiitog. 

Chom&^ FathiQra aie wont to. lajy' yp for t^b SjC^s^ 
Thou for thy son a£t) heoA to, ky out all ; 
Sons woajl to, nujse lji«iir parents ia old agey 
Th^ lA old age car'&t how to. uurs^ thy son^ 
|d{|de. 6}Atx tlia^ tliy age thsoiigh eye-sight; lost^ 

Mottoak. it shfiU be my delight to tead his eyes. 
And view him sitting in the house, ennobled 
Witli all: those high exploits by him achieved. 
And on his shoulders waving down those locks 
That of a nation arm'd the strength contain'd: 
And I persuade me, God hath not permitted 
His strength, again to grow up with his hair, 
Garrison'd round aboutihim like a camp 
Of faithful' soldiery, were not his purpose 
To use him further yet in some great service^ 
lk>t to sit idle with so great a gift 
Useless, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And since his strength with eye-sight was not lost, 
God will restore him eye-sight to bis strength. 

Chorus. Thy hopes are not ill founded, nor seem 
vaiu 
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Of his delivery, and thy joy ihereinaf 
Conceiv'd, agreeable to a father's lovcy 
III both which we, as nexty participate. 

Manoah, I know your friendly minds and — O 
what noise !--- 
Mercy of Heaven ! what hideous noise was that ? 
Horribly Ibudv unlike the former shout« 

Chorus. Noise caU you it, or universal groa% 
As if the whole inhabitation perish'd ! 
Blood, dieath^ and deathful dieeds,^ are in that noise^ 
Ruin, destructioii at the utmost point. 
^ Manoak. Of ruin indeed methoij^ht I beavd the 

noise: 
Oh ! . it cond^iue^ they ha^e slain my son* 

Chdrus. Thy son is rather slayitig them'f> thit 
outcry 
From slaughter of one foe could not ascend. 

Manoah: Some dismal accident it needs must be. 
What shall we d6, stajf here ot run and see ? 

Chorus. Best keep together herr, lest, runnihg 
thither. 
We unawares run intodailger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philistines is fallen ; 
From whom could else a general* cry be heard; ' 
The sufferers then will scarce molest us het^y 
From other hands we need not much to iear* 
What if,.hi» eye-^JghC (for to Israel's 4iUk 
Nothing h hind), by gpoiracle r«st«w^d>^ 

m2 ' W 
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fie now be dealing dole among his foes> 
And over heaps of slaughter'd walk his way ? 

Manoah. That were a joy presumptaous to be 

thought. 
XJharus. Yet God hath wrought things as in.'* 
credible 
for his people of old: what hinders now? 
Mcmoah. He can> I khow^ but doubt to think be 
will; 
Tet hope would fidn subscribe^ and tempts belief. 
^ little stay will bring some nbtice hither. 

Chorus* Of good or bad so grea^ of bad the 
sooner ; 
For evil news rides post^ while good newa batek 
And to our wish I see one hither speeding. 
An Hebrew^ as I guess, and of our tribe. 

Enter MfissBNG&a. 

Messenger* O whither shall 1 run, or which 
way fly 
The sight of this so horrid spectacle, 
Which erst my eyes beheld/ and yet behold I 
For dire imagination still pursues me. 
Biit providence or instinct of nature seems. 
Or reason though disturbed, and scarce consulted* 
To have guided me aright, I know not how, 
ToKdee firs4freverend Manoah, and to these 
My couatrym2n> whom here I knew remaijQing> 
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As at some distance from the place of h^nrrbuTy 
So in the sad event too much ccmcem'd. 
Manoah. The accident was loud^ and here be- 
fore thee 
With ruefu] cry, yet what it was we hear not ;.^^ 
No preface needs, thou seest we Iong*to know. 
Messenger. It would burst forth, bat I reoov^ 
breath 
And sense distract, to know well what I utter. 
Manoah. Tell us the sum, the circumstance 

defer. 
Messenger. Gaza yet stands^ but all her sons are 
iiEdlen, 
All in a moment overwhelm^ and £Edlen. 
Mtmoah. Sad, but thou know'st to Israelites' not 
saddest 
The desolation of a hostile city. 
. JUeisengper/Feedontfaat first; there may in grief 
be surfeit. 
Manodh. Relate by whom. 
MeSsmger. By Samson. 

Manoah. That still lessens 

The sorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 
Messenger. Ah! Manoah> I refrain toa md- 
denly 
To utter what will come at last too soon; 
Lest evil tidtpgs with too rude irruptidn 
Hitting ^y aged ear should pierce too deep. 
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Mcsmak. Suspense ia news is tortmfe^. spoak lliesi 
out. 
- Me^amget. l^vkt thsH tlie issocBt in brief, Samson 
is dead* 
ManottL The wont indeed I O all my hc^es de^ 
Coated 
T^ fir^ l^m henne 1 but death, who sets all free. 
Hath paid his ransom now and full discharge. 
What windy joy tlus. day hid I CDQiseiF^d 
Hopeful of his delivery, wbidi now pibvei 
Abortive as the first-bom bloom of spril^> 
Biq>t with tlie lagiging rear of winter's jyoit { 
Yet ere I give the reins to ^ief, say,tol^ 

How died he$ deailjh toitfe b er^mBi or Miame^ > 
AU by him fell, &ou say'st; by whom fell he ? 
What glorious hand gave Samson his death's wound ? 

Messenger. Unwo^nded cf his. enemies he fell. 
. Manoah. Wearied with slaughter thei^ or haw? 
explain. 

Messenger. By his own hands. 

Manoah.. Self-violence ? what eause 

Brought him so soon at variance with himself 
Among his foes ? 

Me^enger. Inevitable cause 

At once both to destroy, and be destroyed ; 
The edifice, wh^re all were met to see him. 
Upon their hea^s and on his own he puUM* 

Manqah. O lastly qver^strong aga^^ist thyself! 
A dreadful way thou took'st to thy revenge. 



More thiol etiottgfi Sfirt kttoW; Wi While thingij Jrrt 
Are in confusion, give us, if thcAi 'cArtrt, 
Eye-witnestt of ilrhrt Atst dt \sat WM doi!i^. 
Relation more {Murtieilliir khd distinc^t. 

Me^sengier. Occasiotis drew iwfr tarijf to IhlS tify, 
Anfd, as the gates I enterM with sun-rise. 
The morning tnirtipets festival prbelafah'd 
ThfDUgh ^ch high sttfeett little I hati d^spatbVd 
When all abroad Was hiraour'd that this day 
Samson should be brought forth, t6 show the |)e€^ 
Proof of bin nllghty §tt«tlgth in fe&ts and gdtnes^ 
I sorrowed ftt his ca|)tiv6 state, btit minded 
Not ta he libteiit at that spedtkele. 
The building wds k Spacioiis tfaefeitri^ 
Half-i^tld^ m two mkhi ptllat^ rmilt^d high^, 
With seats whl^ all the ik)?ds, and edeh ddgretf 
Of txjti, might s!t ra of dei* td behdd } 
The othct rfdd WaS dpetl. Where the thtWig 
On hW[^ AtA Scaflblds Utider sky might ^Awi ; 
I among fhe^tf aloof 6bs6titely stood. 
The feast afad hooii gfew high, arid sacfrlfl^^ 
Had flllM theit heam with mirths high dheci-, dnd 

wlne^ 
When to theit spofts they turuM. Ittiiriedl^fel/ 
Was Samsotf «^ a puhlidk ^efVatft bfoil^l, 
In thck St*te Iivety eted ; befoi-e him pipes 
And timirfefe, dii each side wetit drtiied gttaf ds. 
Both hohe and t^atj hetar^ him ^d behind 
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Archers^ and slingers^ cataphracts and spears/ 
At sight of him the people with a shout 
Rifted the air^ clamouring their God with praise. 
Who had made their dreadftil enemy tlieir thrall. 
He patient, but undaunted, where they led him. 
Came to the place ; and what was set before him. 
Which without help of eye might be assa/d. 
To heave, pull, draw, or break, he still perform^ 
All with incredible, stupendous force ; . . - 
None daring to appear antagonist. 
At length for intermission sake they led him 
Between the pillars; he his guide requested 
(For so from such as nearer stood we beard) 
As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 
With both his arms on those two massy pillars, 
That to tlie arched roof gave main support. 
He, unsuspiciqus, led bim ; which when Samson 
Felt in his arms, with head a while inclined. 
And eyes fast fix'd be stood, as one who prayed, 
Or some great matter in his mind revolv'd : 
At last with head erect thus cried aloud ; 
^* Hitherto, JLords, what your commands imposM 
I have perform'd, as reason was, obeying. 
Not without wonder or delight beheld : 
Now of my own accord such other trial 
I mean to show you of my strengtbi yet greater^ 
As with ama^e shall strike all who behold.'' 
This utter'd, straining all his nerves be bowM^ 
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As with the force of winds and waters' pent; 
When mountains tremble, those two mass<y [hilars 
With horrible convulsion to and fro 
He tugg'd, he slK)ok^ till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burst of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who sat beneath, 
Lords, ladies, captains, counsellors, or priests, 
Their ch<rice nobility and flower, not only ' 

Of this but each Fhilistian city round. 
Met from all parts to solemnize this feast. 
Samson, with these immix'd, inevitably 
Puird down the same destruction on himself; 
The vulgar only 'scap'd who 3tood without. 

Chorus, O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious ! 
Living or dying thou hast fulfiU'd 
The work for which thou wast foretold 
To Israel, and now ly'st victorious 
Among thy slain self-kill'd. 
Not willingly, but tangled in the fold 
Of dire necessity, whose law in death eonjoin'd 
Thee with thy slaughtered foes, in number more 
Than all thy life hath slain bef<H"e. ♦ 

1 Semichor. While their hearts were jocund and 
sublime. 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine^ 
And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 



i7* SAMSON' 

In Silo^ Iiis bright sanctuary : 

Among them he a Spirit c^ phrenzy sent^ 

Who hurt their minds^ 

And urgM them on with mad desire 

To call in haste for their destroyer ; 

They, only set on sport and playi 

Unweetingly impdrtun'd 

Their own destruction to come speedy tMm thtm^ 

So fond are mortal men, 

Fall'n into wrath divine. 

As their own ruin on themselves to invite, 

Insensate left, or to sense reprobate^ 

And with blindness internal struck. 

^ Semichor. But he, though blind of sight, 
Despis'd and thought extinguished quite. 
With inward eyes illuminated. 
His fiery virtue rous*d 
From under ashes into sudden flame. 
And as an evening dragon camc^ 
Assailant on the perched roosts 
And nests in order rang'd 
Of tame villatick fowl ; but as an eagle 
His cloudless thunder bolted on their heads. 
So Virtue, given for lost. 
Depressed, and overthrown, as seem'd, 
Like that self-begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods embost, 
That no second knows nor third. 
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1 

An4 lay ipie wfaik a holocanst, :^ 

From out her ashjr womb oow teemed. 
Revives^ reflourishes, then vigorous most 
When most tinactive deem'd ; '' ' 

^And, though her body die, her fame survives 
4. secular bird ages of lives« 

Manoah. Come, come ; no time for lameotatioli 
now. 
Nor much more cause ; Samson hath quit himself 
Like Samson, and beroiokly hath finished 
A life heriock, on his enemies 
Fully reveng'd, and left; them years of mourning. 
And lamentation to the sons of Caphtor 
Through all Philistian bounds ; to Israek 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this occasion ; 
To himself and father's house eternal lame ; 
And, which is best and happiest yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was feared. 
But favouring and assisting to the end. 
Nothing is here for tears> nothing to wail 
Or knock the breast ; no weakness, no contempt, ^ 
Dispraise, or blame ; nothing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a death so noble* 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Soak'd in his enemies blood; and from the stream- 
With lavers pure, and cleansing herbs, wash off 



/' 
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The clotted gore. I, with what speed die whil^ 

(Gaza is not in plight to say us nay,) 

Will send for all my kindred, all my friends. 

To fetch him hence, and solemnly attend 

With silent obsequy, and funeral train. 

Home to his father's house t there will I bnild hitti 

A monument, and plant it round with shade 

"Of laurel ever green, and branching palm. 

With alt his trophies hung, and acts imoU'd 

In copious legend, or sweet lyrick song. 

Thither shall all the valiant youth rescHrt, 

And from his memory inflame their breasts 

To matchless valour,.and adventures hi^ : 

The virgin»also shall, on feastful days, 

Visit his tomb with flowers 5 only bewailing 

Hb lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 

From whence captivity and loss of eyes. 

Chorus. All is best, though we oft doubt 
What the unsearchable dispose 
Of highest Wisdom brings about. 
And ever best found in the close. 
Oft he seems to hide his face. 
But unexpectedly returns. 
And to his faithful champion hath in place 
Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gaza mourns^ 
And all that band them to resist 
His uncontrollable intent^ 
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His servants he with new acquis! 

Of true experience, from this great fevent 

With peace and consolation hath dlsmist^ 

A^d calm of mind all passion ^ent. 1758 
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In this Monody, the author bewails a teamed 
friend, unfortunately drowned in his passage 
from Chester on the Irish seas, 1637» -^cf by 
occasionforetells the ruin of our corruptedvkrgy, 
then in their higkth. 

JL JST once more, O ye laurels, and once more 
Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never-rsere, 
I come to pluck your berries harsh and crude : 
And, with forced fingers rude, 
Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year : 
Bitter constraint, and sad occasion dear^ 
Compels me to disturb your season due : 
For lyycidas is dead, dead ere his prime^ 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not sing for I^cidas ? He knew 
Himself to sing, and build the lofity rhyme. 
He must not float upon his watery bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind^ 
Without the meed of some melodious t^ir* 

VOL. IX. N 
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Begin then, Sisters of the sacred well. 
That from beneatli the seat of Jove doth spring j 
Begin, and somewhat loudly sweep the string. 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuse : 
So may some gentle Muse • 

With lucky words favour my destin'd urn j 
And, as he passes, turn, 
And bid fiiir peace be to my ss^ble shroud. 

For we were n\irs*d upon the self-same hill, 
Ff d t];ie sanje flock by fouxitain, shade, and rill. 
Toge^h^r both, ere the high lawns appeared 
Under the opening eye-lids of the mom. 
We drove afield, and both together heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her sultry horn. 
Battening our (locks with the fresh dews of nighl. 
Oft till the star, that rose, at evening, bright. 
Toward heaven's descant had sloped his westering 

wheel. 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper'd to the oaten flute : 
Rough Satyrs dancM, and Pauns widi cloven heel 
From the glad sound' wouW not be absent long: 
And old Damoetas lovM to hear our song» 

But, & the heavy change, feow thou art gone. 
Now thou art gone, and never must return ! 
Thee, Shepherd^ thee the woods, and desart ea^Fe^ 
With wild' thyme, and Hfce gadding vmeo*«rgf«^mn 
And all their echoes noum t 
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The willowsj and the hazel copses gfeen. 

Shall now no more be seen 

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays* 

As killing as the canker to the rose. 

Or taint-worm to tlie weanling herds that graze. 

Or frost to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear, 

Wlien first the white-thorn blows ; 

Such, Lycidas, thy loss to shepherd's ear. 

Where were ye, Nymphs, when the nemorsekss 
deep 
Closed o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidto? 
For ndthcr were ye pbtying oii the steep. 
Where your oH Bards, the femous Druids, Ke>'' 
Nor on the shaggy top of Mona high. 
Nor yet where Deva spreads her Wward stream : 
Ay me } I fondly dream ! 

Had ye been there — ^for what could that have ft)tte? 
What cotrfd the Muse herself that Orphetra bore. 
The Muse herself, for her enchanting son. 
Whom universal Nature did lament. 
When, by the rout that made the hidleoas roar. 
His ^oary visage down the streaih was sent, 
Down* tJic swift Hebnis to the ILesbian' shore ? 

Alas ! what boots it witfi incessaat carfe 
To tend the homdy,^ sfightedj, shephertl's tirade. 
And strictly meditate the tfiankless Mustf >' 
Were it not better done, as otheJrs use. 
To sport w]«& Amaryllis &i tlie shadb; 

m2 
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Or with the tangles of Nesera^s hair ? 

Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise 

(That last infirmity of noble mind) 

To scorn delights, and live laborious days ; 

But the fair guerdon when we hope to find^ 

And think to burst out into sudden blaze. 

Comes the blind Fury with the abhorred shears^ 

And slits thjB thin-spun life. ^^ But not the praise,*' 

Phoebus replied, and touch'd my trembling ears ; , 

" Fame is no plant that grows on mortal soil. 

Nor in the glistering foil 

S«t oflFto the world, nor in broad rumour lies ; 

But lives and spreads aloft by those pure eyes. 

And perfect witness of all judging Jove ; 

As he pronounces lastly on each deed. 

Of so much fame in heaven expect thy meed." 

O fountain Arethuse, and thou honour'd flood. 

Smooth-sliding Mincius, crownM with vocal reeds ! 

That strain I heard was of a higher mood : 

But now my oat proceeds. 

And listens to tlie herald of the sea 

That came in Neptune's plea; • 

He askM the waves^ and ask'd the felon winds. 

What hard mishap hath doom'd this gentle swain ? 

And questioned eveiy gust of rugged wings 

That blows from ofiFeach beaked promontory; 

They knew not of his story; 

And sage Hippotades their answer brings. 
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That not a blast was from his dungeon stra/d ; 

The air was ealm^ and on the level brine 

Sleek Panope with all her sisters pla/d. 

It was the fatal and perfidious bark^ 

Built in the eclipse^ and rigg'd with curses daik. 

That sunk so low that sacred head of thine. 

Next Camus, reverend sire, went footing slow. 
His mantle hairy, and his bonnet sedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that sanguine flower inscribed with woe. 
^'Ah! Who hath, reft (quoth he) my dearei^v 

pledge r 
Last came, and last did go. 
The pilot of the Galilean lake ; 
Two massy keys he bore of metals twain, 
(The golden opes, the iron shuts amain,) 
He shook his miter'd locks, and stem bespake: 
^' How well could I have spared for thee young 

swain. 
Enow of such, as for their bellies' sake 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold ? 
Of other care they little reckoning make. 
Than how to scramble at the shearers* feast. 
And shove away the worthy bidden guest ; 
31ind mouths ! that scarce themselves know bow t9 

hold 
A sheep-hook, or have leamM aught else the least 
That to die £euth|ul herdman's art belongs 1 
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What seeks It them ? What need they ? They ure 

sped 5 
And^ when they list, their lean and flashy sonp 
Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretched straw > 
The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed 
But, swoln with wind and the rank mist they drair^ 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread: 
Besides what the grim wolf with privy^ paul 
Daily devours apace, and nothing $ed : 
But that two-^haiMled engine at the door 
St^ivds ready to smite once, a^d smite no iaor^«^ 

Return, Alpheus, the dread voice la past. 
That shrunk thy streams ; return, Sicilian Mvse^ 
And call the vales, and hid them hither east. 
Their bells, and flowerets of a thouaand him^ 
Ye valleys low, where the mild wluq)evs use 
Of shades, and wanton winds, and gughing brooks^ 
On whose fresh lap tlie swart*star sparely look^^ 
Throw hither all your quaint enamell'd eyes. 
That on the green turf suck the honied showers. 
And purple all the ground with vernal flow«xs. 
Bring the rathe primrose that forsaken dies. 
The tufted crow-toe, and pale jessamine, 
The white pink, and the pansy freak'd with jet^ 
The glowing violet. 

The musk-rose, and the well-attir'd woodbine. 
With cowsh'ps wan tbati hang the pensive head. 
And every flow^ tliat sad eaafcr-oidery weais :. . 
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Bid amarandius all \aa beauty shed^ 
And dafiadillies fill tlifeir cups with teais^ 
To strew the laureat herse where Lycid lies. 
For^ so to interpose a little ease^ 
Let our frail thoughts dally with false kurmise^ 
Ay me ! Whilst thee the shores and sounding seas 
Wash fieur away, where'er thy bones are hufl'd^ 
Whethex beyond the stormy Hebrides, 
Where thou perhaps, under the whelming tidcj^ 
Visit'st the bottom of the monstrous world ; 
Ot whether thou, to our moist vo^'s denied, 
Sleep'st by the fisble of Bellerus old^ 
Where the great Vision of the guarded Moupt 
Looks toward Namancos and Bayona's hold : 
Look homeward. Angel, now, and melt with ruth ; 
And, O ye dolphins, waft the hapless youth. 

Weep no more, wofiil Shepherds, weep no mok'e. 
For Lycidas your sorrow is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor; 
So sinks the day star in the ocean bed. 
And yet anon repairs his drooping head. 
And tricks his beams, and with new-spangled ore 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky : 
So Lycidas sunk low, but mounted high 
Through the dear might of him that walk'd the 

waves; 
Where, other groves and other streams along. 
With nectar pure his oozy locks he laves. 
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And hears the unexpressive nuptial song, 
In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the saints above. 
In solemn troops, and sweet societies, 
That sing, and, singing, in their glory move, 
And wipe Ihe^ears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycidas, the shepherds weep no more : 
Henceforth thou art the Genius of the shore. 
In thy large recompence, and shalt be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 

Thus sang the uncouth swain to the oaks and rills. 
While the still morn went out with sandals gray ; 
He touch'd the tender stops of various quills. 
With eager thought warbling his Dorick lay : 
And now the sun had stretch'd out all the hills. 
And now was dropt into the western bay; 
At last he rose, and twitch'd his mantle blue : 
To morrow to fresh woods, and pastures new. 193 
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JriENCE^ loathed Melanckoly^ 

Of Cerberus and blackest Midnight boni> 

In Stygian cave forlcon, 

^Mongst borrid shapes, and shrieks, and sights 
unholy! 
Find out some uncouth cell. 

Where brooding Darkness spreads his jealous 
wings. 
And the night-raven sings ; ' 

There under ebon shades, and low-brow^d rocks, 
As ragged as thy locks. 

In dark Cimmerian desart ever dweD. 

But come, thou Goddess fair and fre«^ 
In Heaven yclepM Euphrosyne, 
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And by Men, heart-easing Mirth ; 

Whom lovely Venus, at a birth. 

With two sister Graces more. 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore : 

Or whether (as some sager sing) 

The frolick wind, that breathes the spring. 

Zephyr, with Aurora playing. 

As hfe met her once a-Majdng ; 

There on beds of violets blue. 

And fresh-blown roses wash'd in dew, 

Fiird her with thee a daughter fair, 

Sb buxom, blythe, and debonair. 

Haste thee. Nymph, and bring with thee 
Jest, and youthful Jollity, 
Quips, and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 
Nods, and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 
And love to live in dimple sleek ; 
Sport that wrinkled Care derides. 
And Laughter holding both his sides. 
Come, and trip it, as you go. 
On the light fantastick toe ; 
And in thy right hand lead with thee 
The raountain-nymph, sweet Liberty ; 
And, if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew. 
To live with her, and live with thee, 
Itt unreproved pleasures free ; 
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To hear the lark begin his flighty 
And singing startle the dull night. 
From his watch-tower in the skies. 
Till the dappled dawn doth rise ; 
Then to come, in spite of sorrow. 
And at my window bid good morrow^ 
Through the sweet-briar, or the vine, 
Or the twisted eglantine : 
While the cock, with lively din. 
Scatters the rear of Darkness thin. 
And to the stack, or the liam-door. 
Stoutly struts his, dames before : 
Oft listening how the hounds and horn 
Cheerly rouse the slumbering mom. 
From the side of some hoar hill. 
Through the high wood echoing shrill : 
Some time walking, not unseen. 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green. 
Right against the eastern gate 
Where the great sun begins his state^ 
RobM in flames, and amber light. 
The clouds in thousand liveries digbt ; 
While the plowman, near at hand. 
Whistles o'er the furrowed land. 
And the milkmaid singeth blithe^^ 
And the mower whets his sithe. 
And every shepherd tells his tale 
Under ihe hawthorn in tte dale. 
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Straight mine eye hath cav^t new pleasures^ 

Whilst the landskip round it measures; 

Russet laws^ and fallows gray, 

Wliere the nibbling ^flocks do s^na]% 

Mountains, on whose hanren hfcgst. 

The labouring clouds do often rest; 

Meadows trim with daisies pMe^ 

Shallow brooks^ and rivers wide : 

Towers and battlements it sees 

BosomM high in tufted tnes. 

Where perhaps some Beawfty Ues, 

The Cynosure of neighboinrkig e3Pes« 

Hard by, a cottage chiniiK^ smooks. 

From betwixt tw*o i^^ oaks. 

Where Corydon and Thywis, met. 

Are at their savoury dnmer set 

Of herbs, and other country siesses. 

Which the neat-haoded Phillis dresses ; 

And then in haste her bower she leayes. 

With Thestylis to bind the sheaves ; 

Or, if the earlier season lead. 

To the tann'd haycock in the meadL 

Sometimes with secure delight 

The upland hamlets wM invite. 

When the merry bdfe ring rounds 

And the jocund rebecks sound 

To many a youth, and many a maid> 

Dancing in the chequered shade ; 
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And young and old come forth to play 
On a sun-shine holy-day, 
Till the live-long day-light fail : 
Then to the spicy nut-hrown ale. 
With stories told of many a feat. 
How faery Mab the junkets eat; 
She was pinch'd, and pullM, she sed ; 
And, he, by friars lantern led. 
Tells how the drudging Goblin swet. 
To earn his cream-bowl duly set. 
When in one night, ere glimpse of morn^ 
His shadowy flail hath threshM the com. 
That ten day-labourers could not end ; 
Then lies him down the lubbar fiend. 
And, stretch'd out all the chinuiey's lengdi^ 
Basks at the fire his hairy strength ; 
And crop-full out of doors he flings. 
Ere the first cock his matin rings* 
Thus done the tales, to bed they creep. 
By whispering winds soon luU'd asleep« 
TowerM citiet please us then. 
And the busy hum of men. 
Where throngs of knights and barons bd^ 
In weeds of peace, high triumphs hold. 
With store of ladies, whose bright eyes 
Rain influence, and judge die prize 
. Of wit, or arms, while both contend 
IV) wiu her grace, whmi 9ll eommeiid. 
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There let Hymen oft appear 

In safiron robe, with taper clear. 

And pomp, and feast, and revelry. 

With mask, and antique pageantry ; 

Such sights as youthful poets dream 

On summer eves by haunted stream.* 

Then to the well-trod stage anon. 

If Jonson's learned sock be on, 

Or sweetest Shakspeare, Fancy's child^ 

Warble his native wood-notes wild. ^ 

And ever, against eating cares. 
Lap me in soft Lydian airs. 
Married to immortal verse ; 
Such as the meeting soul may pierce. 
In notes, with many a winding boat 
Of linked sweetness long drawn out, 
With wanton heed and giddy cunning ; 
The melting voice through mazes running. 
Untwisting all the chains that tie 
The hidden soul of harmony ; 
That Orpheus' self may heave his head 
From golden slumber on a bed 
Of heap'd Elysian flowers, and hear 
Such strains as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite set free 
His half-regain'd Eurydice. 

These delights if thou canst give. 
Mirth, with thee 1 mean to live. 152 
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rlsNCB, vain deluding J^^ 

The brood of Folly without fether biffed ! 

How little you bested. 

Or fill the fixed mind MrHh dl your toys ! 
Dwell in some idle bruti. 

And fancies fond with gaudy shapes possess^ 
As thick and numberless 
As the gay motes that fMpk Ae Suti^'befttnl ; 
Or likest hovering dreiims. 

The fickle penaaOd«ni of MofpbeHi - ftijiA. 
But hail^ thou Ooddess, sage and holy. 
Hail, divinest MebHlieh<fly f 
Whose saintly visagfc^ is tbo^ htight 
To bit the sepse pf bumah sigM, 

92 
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And therefore to our weaker view 

Overlaid with black, staid Wisdom's hue ; 

Black, but such as in esteem 

Prince Memnon's sister might beseem. 

Or that starr'd Ethiop queen that strove 

To set her beauty's praise above 

The Sea-Nymphs, and their powePB offended : 

Yet thou art higher far descended : 

Thee bright-hair'd Vesta, long of yore. 

To solitary Saturn bore ; 

His daughter she ; in Satum^s reign. 

Such mixture was not held a stain : 

Oft in glimmering bowers and glades 

He met her, and in secret shades 

Of woody Ida's inmost grove. 

Whilst yet there was no fear of Jove. 

Come, pensive Nun, devout and pure. 

Sober, sted&st, and demure. 

All in a robe of darkest giain. 

Flowing with.majestick train. 

And sable stole of Cyprus lawn. 

Over thy decent shoulders drawn. 

Come, but keep thy wonted state. 

With even step, and musing gait; 

And looks conun^rcing with the skies. 

Thy rapt soul sitting in thine eyes : . 

There, held in holy passion still. 

Forget thyself to marble, till . ; . 
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With a sad leaden, downtvard cast ^ ^; 

Thou fix them on the earth as fest ; ■ ,•. 

And join with thee calm Peace^ and QvAet^ 

Spare Fast, that oft with Gods doth diet, 

And hears the Muses in a rin^ 

Aye round about Jove's altar sing s 

And add to these retired Leisure, . 

That in trim gardens takes his pleasiure : 

But first, and chiefest, with thee bring. 

Him that yon soars on golden wing. 

Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne. 

The Cherub Contemplation; $ 

And the mute Silence hist along, 

TLiCss Philomel will deign a song. 

In her sweetest saddest plight. 

Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 

Gently o'er the accustom'd oak : 

Sweet bird, that shunn'st the noise of folly. 

Most musical, most melancholy ! 

Thee, chauntress, oft, the woods among, 

I woo, to hear thy even-song; 

And, missing thee, I walk unseen 

On the dry smooth-shaven green, 

To behold the wandering moon. 

Riding near her highest noon,^ 

Like one that had been led astray 

Through the heaven's wide pathless way; 
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And oft) as if her h«ft4 9lkt bovv'd^ 
Stcxqiing through li Ae««y doudk 
Oft) on a flkM ^tMng gMsMi, 
I hear the f»<-^ Ctttf 6ti scmti^ 
Over some wide-water^dl ^hlbM>^ 
Swingmg slow wifft SWdlttS tOBX> 
Or^ if the air will not peaaii, 
Some still remov^ place nHH fll^ 
Where glowing ember» thfoii^ tlw foow 
Teach light to count^rfeH a gloom f- 
Far from all resort of mlrth^ 
Save the cricket on the heardiy 
Or the belman's drevsjr ehavm^ • 
To bless the doors from nightly bitfm« 
Or let my lamp at midnight hocay 
Be seen in some li^ lonely tow^^ 
Where I may oft ont^watch the Beta, 
With thrice-great Hermea, Of unspbere 
The spirit of Plato, to unfold 
What worlds or what vast regions hold 
The immortal mind, that ha;th forsook 
Her mansion in this fleshly nook : 
And of those Demons that are found 
In fire, air, flood, or under ground^ 
Whose power hath a tame consent 
With planet, or with ekment. 
Sometime let gorgeous Tragedy 
In scepter'd pall eome swe^ing hj, 
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Presenting Thebes, or Velopf Ikfee^ 
Or the tale of Trojl diYiAe; 
Or what (though rare) cr^ Met $gm 
Ennobled hatb Ac htAialdi ainge^ 

But, O sad Vir^ tluM: dHjr ftowef 
Might raise ]V{witt«is.lretti)itft bsiTttf t 
Or bid the soul o£ Or|dieiiEi uag 
Such notes, ad, nnw-Mrd to tte strni^ 
Drew iron tears down Pfcrto^s dscek^ 
And made BMl gtitm «kat kwe dU »f«k ! 
Or call up hM dMt tefl ImM l»ldi 
The story oi Cfttitiimatti k}id^ 
Of Camball, ami of Algnsife^ 
And who had Canaetr to vriif , 
That own'd the virtu<^«v rmg and |{kiss^ 
And of the wonderoos hotm ei Inaasy 
On which the Tatlm \dki§ dU ndtt 
And if aught else great bavAi iMsudbr 
In sage and solemn tuws hw« soneg;^ 
Of turneys, and of tpnfiitfs^ ^^Bem^ 
Of forests, aMJi MdiwrtnMEift d«car^ 
Where more is meaak iSmn i fct d B tkicr eav^ 

Thus, Night, oft see waA m thf pafa: ^aved^ 
Till civil-suited Morn app€9a% 
Not trick'd anil fujwjL^A m she iv«» voM 
With the Attick boy to hlM^ 
But kerchieft in m cmwfejr cimrf. 
While rocking wuai» arc fipkf^ fcsNty 
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Or usher'd with a shower still. 

When the gust hath blown his fill. 

Ending on the russling leaves. 

With minute drops from oflf the eaves. 

And, when the sun begins to fling 

His flaring beams, me. Goddess, bring 

To arched walks of twilight groves. 

And shadows brown, that Sylvan loves. 

Of pine, or monumental oak. 

Where the rude axe, with heaved stroke. 

Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt. 

Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt« 

There in close covert by some brook. 

Where no profaner eye may look. 

Hide me from day's garish eye. 

While the bee with honied thigh. 

That at her flowery work doth sing. 

And the waters murmuring, 

With such consort as they keep, 

Entice[the dewy-feather'd Sleep ; 

And let some strange mysterious Dream 

Wave at his wings in aery stream 

Of livelier portraiture display'd. 

Softly on my eye-lids laid. 

And, as I wake, sweet musick breathe 

Above, about, or underneath. 

Sent by some Spirit to mortals good. 

Or the unseen Genius of the wood. 



IL PENSEROSO. 201 

But let my due feet never fail 
To walk the studious cloysters pale. 
And love the high-embowed roof. 
With antick pillars massy proof, 
•And storied windows richly dight. 
Casting a dim religious light : 
There let the pealing organ blow. 
To the fiiU-voieM quire below. 
In service high, and anthems clear. 
As may with sweetness, through mine ear. 
Dissolve me into ecstasies. 
And bring all heaven before mine eyes. 

And may at last my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 
The hairy gown and mossy cell. 
Where I may sit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heaven doth shew. 
And every herb that sips the dew; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetick strain. 

These pleasures. Melancholy, give. 
And I with thee will choose to live. 1 JG 
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FAAT OF A 



MASK, 
PRESENTED AT HAREFI£LD» 



BSrOMI 



ALICE, COUNTESS DOWAGER OF DERBY. 



ARCADES. 



Part of an Entertainment presented to the Countess 
Dowager of Derby at HareJieM, by some noble 
persons of her family $ who appear on the scene 
in pastoral habit, moving toward the seat of 
state, with this Song. 

I. SONG. 

IjooK^ Nymphs^ and Shepherds, look. 
What sudden blaze of majesty 
Is that which we from hence descry. 
Too divine to be mistook : 

This, this is she 
To whom our vows and wishes bend; 
Here our solemn search hath end. 

Fame, that, her high worth to raise, 
Seem'd erst so lavish and profuse. 
We may justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise; 

Less than half we find exprest. 

Envy bid conceal the restt 
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Mark, what radiant state she spreads. 
In circle round her shining throne. 
Shooting her beams like silver threads ; 
This, this is she alone. 

Sitting like a Goddess bright. 

In the center of her light. 

Or tbe tower'd Cybels 
Mother of «» buodrc^d Gods } 
iuw dare» n^ give her oAtk; 

Who had thought this c\im^ ll^dll^ld 

A deity so unparallell'd ? 

^s they come forward, the Genius of the wood ap^ 
pears, and turning toward them, speaJks. 

Genius, Stay, gentle Swaips; for, tb(Hig)i ift 
this disguise, 
I see bright honour sparkle (thri»i^ jiow* &f^i 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 
Of that renowned jSood, so ofiteji MWg, 
Divine Alph^us, wjio by »&cmtsiuc^ 
Stole under seas to meet his Arethuse ; 
And ye, the breathsjQg xo»e$ of the ivopd^ 
Fair sil ver-buskin'd Hymphs, as gr^t and gCK^J | 
I know, this quest of youv^ a^d &»^ mdmU 
Was all in honour and 4e¥Dtioa meant 
To the great mistress of ]K)n piin^seljr fikrm^ 
Whom with low revere^M^ I ^a(e ^ mk»} 
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And^ with all hdpfiil aerme^ wfll<!oiiq^ 
To fiirther tlus Qi^'s gbd^olemoity; 
And lead ye^ 3vlMf)e yie may more near behdd 
What shallow^seardiing Fione kath left untold; 
Which I full oft, amidkt these shades aloae^ 
JIave aat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know, by kit from Jove I am the Power* 
Of this lair mod, and lire in oaken foower^ 
To nune (lie sa{diiig8 tdll, and cail the grove 
With ringiete quaini;, and wanton windings wove. 
And all ny pia«t8 I sase from nightly iU 
Qf noisome winds^ and blasting Tapwurs cbilU 
/Lnd from the houghs bnasli off the evil dew^ 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder bluie^ 
Qr what the cross dire'-iooldng planet smites. 
Or hiQtM wonn with canker'd venom bites^ 
When eiwnfaig gnty doth rise, I fetch my round 
Over theaaewit, and jdl this haUov/d ground} 
And early, ere the odorous breath of mom 
Awakes the slumbering leaves, or tassel'd horn 
Shakes the high thicket, haste I all abcaii^ 
Number my ranks, and visit €«eiy sprout 
With puissant words, and mmnnca aiade to bless. 
But else in deep of :mght, wiien ikownness 
Hath locked up mortal sense, then listen I 
To the celestial Syrens' harmoay. 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres. 
And sing to those that, hold the vital shears. 
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And turn the adamantine spindle round. 
On Vhich the fate of Gods and Men is wound. 
Such sweet compulsion doth in musick lie, 
To lull the daughters of Necessity, 
And keep unsteady Nature to her law. 
And the low world in measured motion draw 
After the heavenly tune, which none can hear 
Of human mould, with gross unpurged ear ; 
And yet such musick worthiest were to blaze 
The peerless highth of her immortal praise. 
Whose lustre leads us, and for her most fit. 
If my inferiour hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable sounds : yet, as we go. 
Whatever the skill of lesser Gods can show, 
I will assay, her worth to celebrate. 
And so attend ye toward her glittering state ; 
Where ye may all, that are of noble stem. 
Approach, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

II. SONG. 

O'br the smooth enamell'd green 
Where no print of step hath been. 

Follow me, as I sing 

Arid touch the warbled string. 
Under the shady roof 
Of branching elm star-proof. 

Follow me; 
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I will bring you where she sits, 
Cold in splendour as befits 

Her deity. 
Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not seen. 

III. SONG. 

Nymphs and Shepherds, dance no more 
}iy sandy Ladon's lillied banks ; 
.On old Lycseus, or Cyllene hoar. 
Trip no more in twilight ranks ; 
Though Erymanth your loss deplore, 

A better soil shall give ye thanks. 
From the stony Msenalus 
Bring your flocks, and live with us ; 
Here ye shall have greater grace. 
To serve the Lady of this place. 
Tlirough Syrinx your Pan's mistress were. . 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 
Such a rural Queen 

All Arcadia hath not seen. 
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THE PERSONS. 



Tus ATr£NDA>rr Spirit, qflerward$ in ike haiit 

o/^Thybsis. 
C0MUS5 with his Crew, 
The Ladt. 
First Brothbr« 
Skcond Brother. 
Sabrina^ the Nymph. 



The chief Persons^ who presenieJ, were. 

The Lord Brackley. 

Mr. Thomas Egerton, his brother 

The liady Alice Egertoiu 



COMUS. 



THB FIR9T SCSNB PISCOVBRS A WI]J> WOOD* 



2%^ Attendant Spirit descends or enters. 

Before the starry threshold of Jove's court 

My mansion is^ where those immortal shapes 

Of bright aSreal spirits live inspher'd 

In regions mild of calm and serene air. 

Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot^ 

Which men call Earth ; and^ with low-thoughted, 

carC'- 
Confin'd and pester'd in this pin-fold here^ 
Strive to keep up a frail and feverish beings 
Unmindful of the crown^ that Virtue gives> 
After this mortal change^ to her true servants^ 
Amonjfst the enthroned Gods on sainted seats. 
Yet some there be^ that by due steps aspire 
To lay their just hands on that golden key. 



i 
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That opes the palace of Eternity : 
To such my errand is ; and^ but for such^ 
I would not soil these pure ambrosial weeds 
With the rank vapours of this sin-worn mould. 
But to my task ! Neptune^ besides the sway 
Of every salt flood, and each ebbing stream^ 
Tock in by lot 'twixt high and nether Jove 
Imperial rule of all the sea-girt isles. 
That, like to rich and various gems, inlay 
The unadorned bosom of the deep : 
Which he, to grace his tributary Gods, 
By course conunits to several government. 
And gives them leave to wear their sapphire ciawn% 
And wield their little tridents : But this Isle^ 
The greatest and the best of all the mdn. 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd Deities ; 
And all this tract that fronts the fedling sun 
A noble Peer of mickle trust and power 
Has in his charge, with temper'd awe to guide 
An old and haughty nation, proud in arms : 
Where his fair oflF-spring, nursM in princely lore. 
Are coming to attend their father's state. 
And new-entrusted scepter : but their way 
Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear wood. 
The nodding horrour of whose shady brows 
Threats the forlorn and wandering passengev; 
And here their tender age might sufler peril, - 
But tlu^t by ^uick command from sovran Jove 



1 was dk][)atch-d forthek' defence and guard • 
And listen why ; fori will tell you now 
What never yet (was heacd in iale or song. 
From old or modem bard, in hall or bower. 

Bacchus, that -first from out the purple :gnapt 
Crush'd the sweet poisooi of oinisused wine. 
After the Tuscan marinefs tiaBsfiGinti'd, 
Coasting ike Tymhene diore, as the winds lisfeed^ . 
On Circe's island fell : {Whp knows' oat Circe, 
The daughter of the Suii,^ose channed corp 
Whoever tasted, lost his iipr^t shape, 
And downward feu into A groveKng swine ?) 
This Hympttf that ga^'d iopon his ciBstering locks ■ 
With ivy berrks wreatii'tl, atid his< blithe youth. 
Had by bim,< ete he parted thence, a son 
Much like his isdliery but his ttiokhrer inote. 
Whom therefore shr brow^ht tip, and €oimks nattiM : 
Who^ ripe and fttrtkA: df his ftdl grown age. 
Roving the Celtidt^ttid Ib^rkfk ieUs;, 
At lastbetakes him td this oftiinous wood ; 
And, in thick shelter of bladk shades imbo^er'd. 
Excels liis mother atifaer mighty art, 
OfiFering to every weary traveler 
His orient liquor in-a crystal glass. 
To quench the drouth of* Phoebus; which as they 

taste, 
(For most do taste through fond intemperate thirst,) 
Soon as the potion works^ their human countenance^ 
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The express resemblance of the Gods^ is cjiimg'd 

Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear. 

Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat. 

All other parts remaining as they were ; 

And they, so perfect is their misery. 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement 

But boast themselves more comely than before ; 

And all their friends and native home forget. 

To roll with pleasure in a sensual stye. 

Therefore when any, favourM of high Jove, 

Chances to pass through this adventurous glade^ 

Swift as the sparkle of a glancing star 

I shoot from heaven, to give him safe convoy. 

As now I do : But fii:^ I must put oiF 

These my sky-robes spun out of Iris* woof. 

And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 

That to the service of this house belongs. 

Who with his soft pipe, and smooth-dittied song. 

Well knows to still the wild winds when they roar. 

And hush the waving woods ; nor of less faith, . 

And in this oiBce of his mountain watch 

Likeliest^ and nearest to the present aid 

Of this occasion. But 1 hear the tread 

Of hateful steps 3 1 must be viewless now, 
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CoMUs enters wUh a charming'-rod in cm hcmd* 
his gla^ in the other; with him a rout of mon*' 
sters^ headed like sundry sorts of wild beasts, 
but otherwise like men and women, their c^mrel 
glistering ; they come in making a riotous and 
unruly noise, with torches in their hands. . 

• Comus. 

The star^ that bids the shepherd fpld> 
Now the top of heaven doth hol4 j 
And the gilded car of day 
His glowing axle doth allay 
In the steep Atlantick stream ; 
And the slope sun his upward beam 
Shoots against the dusky pole^ 
Pricing toward the other goal 
Of his chamber in the East. 
Mean while welcome Joy, and Feast, 
Midnight Shout, and Revelry, 
Tipsy Dance, and Jollity. 
Braid your locks with rosy twine. 
Dropping odoui's, dropping wine. 
Rigour now is gone to bed. 
And Advice with scrupulous head* 
Strict Age and sour Severity, 
With their grave saws, in slumber lie. 
We, that are of purer fire. 
Imitate the starry quire;^ 
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VfhOy in their nightl]^ watchful sphered. 

Lead in swift round the months and yw»* 

The sounds and seas^ with all their finny drove, • 

Now to the mocm in wavering morrice moxre ; 

And^ on the tawny sands and shelves^ 

Trip the pert feeries and the dapper AveB, 

By dimpled brook and fountain brim. 

The Wood-Nymphs, deek'd with daisies trim. 

Their merry wakes and pastimes keep; 

What hath night to do with sleep ? 

Night hath better sweets to prove 5 

Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. 

Come, let us our rights be^n; 

Tis only day-Hglit that mafkes sin. 

Winch these dun shades will ne'er report.^— 

Hail, Goddess of noctural sport, 

Dark-veil'd Cotytto ! to whom the secret flame 

Of midnight torches burns ; mysterious dame. 

That ne'er art call'd, but when the dragon womt> 

Of Stygian darkness spcts her thickest gloom^ 

And makes one blot of all the gdr ; 

Stay thy cloudy ebon chair. 

Wherein thou rid'st with Hecat', and befriend 

Us thy vow'd priests, till utmost end 

Of all thy dues be done, and none left out ; 

Ere the blabbing eastern scout. 

The nice morn, on the Indian steep 

From her cabin'd loop-hole peep. 
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And to the tell-tale sun descry 
Our conceard solemnity. — 
Come, knit hands, ,^nd beat the ground 
In a light fantastick round. 

THE MEASURE. 

Break off, hte^ piF, J feel tUfi different pace 

Of some chaste ibpting uear about this gix)und. 

Run to j^oujf slu;Quds^ within these brakes and trees 

Our number mky ajSright: Some virgin sure . - 

(For so I .can distinguish by mine art) 

Benighted in th/ei^e woods. Now to my charms. 

And to my wily trains ! I ^all ere long 

Be well^stock'd with as fair a herd as graz'd 

About my mother Circe, Thus I hurl 

My dazzling spells into the spungy air. 

Of power to cheat the eye with, blear illusion. 

And give it false presentments, lest the place 

And my quaint habits breed astonishment. 

And put the damsel to suspicious flight ; 

Which must not be, for that's against my course: 

I, under fair pretence of friendly ends, 

And well-plac'd words of glozing courtesy 

Baited with reasons not unplausible. 

Wind me into the easy-hearted man. 

And hug him into snares. When once her eye 

Hath met the virtue of this magick dust, 

J shall appear some hamUess villager. 
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Whom tlirift keeps up about his countiy gear- 
But here she comes 5 I fairly step aside^ 
Aftd hearken^ if I may^ her budness here. 

The Ladt enters. 

This way the noise was, if mine ear be true, 

My best guide now : Methought it was the souadl 

Of riot^ and ill-manag'd merriment^ 

Sock as the jocund flute^ gr glunesome pfpe^ 

Stirs up among the kx)9e unletterM hinds ; 

When for their teeming flocks^ and granges fbll. 

In wanton dance they praise the bounteous Pan, 

And thank the Crods amiss. I should be loth 

To meet the rudeness, and swill'd insolence. 

Of such late wassailers ^ yet O ! where else 

Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 

In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? • 

My brothers, when tliey saw me wearied out 

With this long way, resolving here to lodge 

Under the spreading favour of these pines, 

Stept, as they said, to the next thicket side. 

To bring me berries, or such cooling fruit 

As the kind hospitable woods provide. 

They left me then, when the gray-hooded Etch, 

Like a sad votarist in palmer's weed. 

Rose from the hindmost wheels of Phcebus* wain. 

But where they are, and why they came not back^ 

Is now the labour of my thoughts j *tis likeliest 
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They had engaged their wandering steps too fiir ; 
And envious darkness^ ere they could return^ 
Had stole them from me : else^ O thievish Nigkt^ 
Why should'st thou^ but for some felonious end. 
In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars. 
That Nature hung in Heaven, and fiU'd their lamps 
With everlasting oil, to give due light » 

To the misled and lonely traveller ? 
This is the place, as well as I may guess. 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfect in my listening ear ; 
Vet nought but single darkness do I find. 
What might this be ? A thousand fantasies. 
Begin to throng into my memcny, . 
pt calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire. 
And aery tongues, that syllable mens names ... 
On sands, imd shores^ and desart wildernesses. 
These thoughts may startle well, but joot. astound, . 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended . j 
3y a strong siding champion. Conscience. — 

welcome pure-ey'd Faith, white-banded Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel, girt with golden wings. 
And thou, unblemishM form o£ Cbkstltyi 

1 see ye visibly, and now believe , 

That He,: &e Supreme Good, to whom ^ tbiis^ iU 
Axt b\it as. slavish ojScetS; of vengeance, . / . 

Wpuld send a glisteiing guardiaoj if o^d were. 
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To keep my life and honour unftssail'd. 
Was 1 deceiv'd, or did a sable cloud 
Turn forth her silver liliing on the night? 
I did not err, thete does a sable cloud 
Turn forth her silver lining otf the night. 
And casts a gleam over this tufted grove : 
I cannot halloo to mjr Brothers, but 
Such noise as I can make to be heard farfhcst 
ru venture-; for my" new-ehliven'd spirits 
Prompt me ; and tliey' perhapd are not far off. 

SONG. 

Sweet Ech^, sweetest Nymphy tlmt*liv*st uracenf '• 
Within thy aery shell. 
By slow Meander's margent green, 
And in the violet-embroider*d vale, 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song mourneth well ; 
Canst thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
That likest thy Narcissus are ? 
O, if thou have 
Hid them in some flowery cavei 
Tell me but •where. 
Sweet queen of parly, daughter of the sphere 
So ma/st thou be translated to the skies. 
And give resounding' grace to all Heaven's har- 
monies. 
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Enter CoMifs« 



Comus. Can any mortal mixture of earth's mould 
Breathe such divine enchanting ravishment } 
Sure something Woly lodges in that breast, 
And with these raptures moves the vocal air 
To testily his hidden residence* 
How sweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of silence, through the empty-vaulted nighty 
Ateveiy.fdl smoothing die raven-down 
Of darkness, till it smiFd ! I have oft heard 
My mother Circe with the Syrens three^ 
^midst the flowery-kirtled Naiades^ 
Culling their potent herbs and baleful drugs ; 
Who, as^they sung, would take th^ prison'd soid^ 
And4ap it in Elysium : Scyll^ wept, 
A>^ chid her barking waves into attention^ 
And fell Charybdis murmurM soft applause: 
Y€t tii^ in {leasing slumber luU'd the sense. 
And in sweet madness robb'd it of itself 5 
3ut«siich/a sacred and home-felt delight. 
Such sober certainty of waking bliss, 
L never heard till now* I'll speak to her. 
And she shall be my queen. Hail,. foreign wonder I 
Whom certam these rough shades did never breed, 
IJnkss Jlfl^e Goddess that in rural shrine 
Dweirst here with Pan, or Sylvan } by West song 



S24 COMUS. 

■ 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly, fog 
To touch the prosperous growth of this tall wood. 
Lady. Nay, gentle shepherd, ill is lost that 
praise, 
That is address'd to unattending ears : 
Not any boast of skill, but extreme shift 
How to regain my sever'd company, 
Compeird me to awake the courteous £k;ho 
To give roe answer from her mossy couch. 

Cmnus. Wliat chance, good Lady, hath bereft 

you thus ? 
Lady. Dim darkness, and his leafy labyrinth. 
Comus. Could that divide you from near usher- 
ing guides ? 
Lady. They left me weary on a grassy turf. 
Comics. By falshood, or discourtesy, or why ? 
Lady. To seek i' the valley some cool friendly 

spring. 
Comus. And left your fair side all unguarded^ 

Lady? 
LiOdy. They were but twain, and puipos'd quick 

return. 
Comus. Perhaps forestalling night prevented 

them;. 
Lady. How easy my misfortiftie is to hit ! 
Comus. Imports their loss, beside the present 

need ? 
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Lady. No less than if I should my Brothers lose* 

Comus. Were they of manly prime, or youthful 
hloom ? 

Lady. As smooth as Hebe's their unrazored lips. 

Comus. Two such I saw, what time the la- 
boured ox 
In his loose traces from the furrow came. 
And the swink'd dedger at his supper sat ; 
I saw them under a green mantling vine, 
Tliat crawls along the side of yon small hill. 
Plucking ripe clusters from the tender shoots ; 
Their port was more than human, as they stood : 
I took it for a faery vision 
Of some gay creatures of the element. 
That in the colours of the rainbow lire. 
And play i' the plighted clouds. I was aw-struckji 
And^ as I past, I worshipt 3 if those you seek. 
It were a journey like the path of Heaven, 
To help you find them. 
• Lady. Gentle Villager, 

What readiest way would bring me to the place ? 

Comus. Due west it rises from this shrubby point. 

Lady. To find out that, good Shepherd, I suppose 
In such a scant allowance of star-light. 
Would overtask the best land pilot's art. 
Without the sure guess of well-practis'd feet. 

Comtis. I know each lane, and every alley green, 
Dingle, or bushy deU of this wild wood, 
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And evfitj bosky boum from tide to side^ 

hf f daily walks and ancient neighbourhood | . 

And if your stray attendance be yet kxig'd , 
Or shroud within this limits^ I shall kno^ 
Ere morrow wake^ or the low^^rooKted lark 
From her thatch*d pallet rouse ; if otherwise^ 
I can conduct ycfu, Lady^ to a low 
But loyal cottage, wliete you may be nfe 
Till further quest* 

Lady, Shepherd, I take thj word 

And tniat thy honest offered courtesy, 
Which oft is sooner found in lowly sheds 
With smoaky rafters, than in tap'stry halb 
In courts of princes, where it first was nam'd^ 
And yet is most pretended ; In a place 
Less warranted than this, or less secure, 
I cannot be, that I should fear to change itv— 
Eye me, blest Providence, and iquarc my trial I 

To my proportion'd strength ! Shepherd, lead on. 

[Exekni.] 

Enter the two Brothers. 

EU&r Brdther. Unmufie, ye faint stars; and 
thou, fair moon, 
That wont*st to love the traveller's benison. 
Stoop thy pale visage through an amber cloud. 
And disinherit Chaos, that reigns here 
In double night of darkness and of shadea ; 
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Or, if your influetice be quite <kiiim'd^u|p • 

With biftck u^arpiog mfetty some gmtle taper^ 

Though a rush^andle ftom the wicker bole 

Of some clay habita^oo^ risk us 

With thy long-leveU'd nile of artreamiiig light; 

And thou shalt be our MLt of Arcady^ 

Or Tyrian Cynosure* 

Second Br^th&r. Or> if our eyes 

Be barr'd that happ^ness^ luigbt we but bear 
The folded flocb pentt'^ in tlieir wattled GOte% 
Or sound of pastoml tieed iddi oaten stops^ 
Or whistle fmm the lodge> or\ilhige oock 
Couut the ttight vmicbea to bk fcudiiay dames, 
Twould be some soktee yet^Bomelktte cheering^ 
In this close dudgeon of innMniefable bougfas* 
But, O ^t hsfj^teM idrgtii) our lost Sister ! 
Where may she wundef tkomy irhitfaer betake her 
From the chill dew, aiiion^ rude if«n ^oxA thistkb ? 
Perhaps sovie <e<dd bank is her bollter novT^ ^ 
Or 'gtlam. the ragged bark of 49om^ broad dm 
Leans her unpiilow^d head> 4«Kiglrt with sad tmi^ 
Whtit, if in wild MH^ement and affinglit ? 
Or^ while #e %pealir, witiiiii tlie direAd gtup^ 
Of savage hunger^ or of sava^ heat ? 

Elder Bfi$4kir. Peace^ Broths } te not 4^er- 
exquisite 
To cast the fashion ^f«iM^it|aixi evib : 

For fimi 4ife)r %i» io^ *vHtiie tibiy Y^^^ 

q2 
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Wkst need a mni fioreiteH Ui dbte of gffie^ 

And nui to meet what he fponld DOrt awoid ? 

Or if they be but ftfae abim of fcHT, 

Hotr bitter is Hich fletf-delaaoD ! 

I cio Boi think niT Sister ao Id Kck, 

Or so unprincipled in Virtae's book. 

And the sweet peace that goodaeas b«nii p f cwcr. 

As that the single want of ligfatand doik 

(Not being in dai^er, as I trust she is MMf) 

CouU stir the constant mood of her calm tiioQght% 

And put then into nusbecomiog ptigfat» 

Virtue could see to do what Virtue woold 

By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 

Were in the flat sea sunk. And wisdom's self 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude ; 

Where, with her best nurse. Contemplation, 

She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 

That in the various bustle of resort 

Were all-to ruffled, and sometimes impaired. 

He, that has light within his own clear breast 

May sit i' the center, and enjoy bright day : 

But he, that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts. 

Benighted walks under the mid-d^y sun ; 

Himself is his own dungeon. 

Second Brother. Tis most true, 

Tliat musing Meditation most affects 
The pensive; secrecy of desart cell, 
Far irom.the cheerful haunt of men and herds. 



COMtfS. 

And sits as safe 89 in a seoAte-lioose; 
For who il^vld iob a beitoit of his wtedsy 
His. few boohs^ or his; heads, or OMipIe dishy 
Or do.his gray hairi any: violence 2 
But Beanty, like the bit He^rian tree 
Laden with blooming ^Id, had need the goard 
Of dragon-watch with nnenchanted eye. 
To save her bloRsoms^ and defend her fruit, 
Fronir the rash hand of bold Incontinence. 
Yon^may as well spread out the unsunn'd heaps 
Of miser's treasure by an odtkwls den. 
And telimie it is safe> as bid me hope 
Danger ¥(iU wink on Opportunity, 
And let a single helpless maiden pass 
Uninjur'd in this wild surrounding waste. 
Of night, or hmelineas, it recks me not; 
1 fear the diead events that dog tb^n both. 
Lest some ill-greeting touch atten^ the perM>n 
Of our unowned Sister. 

Elder Brother, I do Hot, Broither, 

Infer, as if I thought my Sister's state 
Secure, without all doubt or controversy. 
Yet, where ap equal poise of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate the event, my nature is 
That I incline tO hcqpc, rather than fear. 
And gladly bamsh: squint su^icion. 
My Sister is not so d^l^celess lelit 
As y9tt ililaginr $ ^ iim a hidden strength. 
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Which you remember ntiL — ' ' 

Second Mreiher. YlhsA hiddim strmglh, ' 

Unless the strengdi^of Heaven, if you meali Aftt-? 
JSlder Brother. I mean that too, but yet. a hii* 
den strength. 
Which, if Heaven gave it, may be term'd hei owui 
n]^ Chastity, my Brother, Ghastityr: 
She, that has dmt, is clad in complete sted ; 
And, like a quiver'd Nymph with arrofira keeOj^ 
May trace huge forests, and unharboiir'd heathsji 
In£Bunous hills, and sandy perik)l]S wilds $ 
Where, through the sacred rays of Chastity, 
No savage fierce, bandite, or mountaineer. 
Will dare to spml her virgin purity : 
Yea there, where very Desolation dwells, 
By grots and caverns shagg'd with horrid shades. 
She may pass on with unblenchM majesty. 
Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 
Some say^ no evil thing that walks by night 
In fog or fire, by lake or moorish fen. 
Blue meager hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost 
That breaks his magick chains at Curfeu time. 
No goblin, or swart faery of the mine. 
Hath hurtful power o'er true Virginity. 
Do ye believe me yet, or shall I call 
Antiquity from the old schook of Greece 
To testify the arms of Chastity ? 
Hence had the huntress Dian her dread brow^ 
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Fair silver-shalte* qm^, i fcr fvf r Q^«le^ 
Wherewith At Mea- d Ihe M^d^cl Uf>R«i9 
And spotted msmolimi^rip9fi^ hvtX$^^ qod^ 
The iriyoWMS bolt ipf Ciipid ; |p>d^ aod «i^ . 
Fear'd her stem firown^ wd 4be ww^^p^q <i' tbft 

woods* 
What was the soaky^hended (SoargQH iiuddi 
That wise Minerva woi«» une^nquMyr'd mg^ 
Wherewith she freez'd her foes t<> |sopg«K}M stone^ 
But rigid lo^ of ofaftslie mi^t^itjF^ 
And noble grace^ thai dipb'd Iwivte ri^Ql^fi 1 

With sudden adimtioo tad blaiiik ftW9 ? 
So dear to Heaven is.aaw% Qmdtyy ■/ 

That> vbe^ a soldi is found sincerely m^ 
A thousand Ui^ttrkd Ang«^ lackey be^j 
Driviiig fiir off eaah ibiog fdm wd giult ; 
And^ in clear dream and solemn visioQj . 
Tell her of tbing9 tb^t 90 gross eajr ^m bcac ; 
Till oft oonv^nte with bf4(ven}y habitoot 
Begin to cast a beam «u the outward sbapet 
The unpolluted tempk of the mind^ 
And tunn it by di^grees io the ^onl'a eaaene«» 
Till all be made immortal : But wben Lust^ 
By unchaste looksj looae f^itures^ and foul talk» 
But most by lewd and lavish act of iaa$ 

Lets in defileaent to tba inward p«rti^ 
The soul giowB dotted by contagiiMw 
Imbodiesy and imbrutesy till she quite lose 
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The divine pwperij of her first bebg. 

Such are those thick and gloomy shadows damp. 

Oft seen in chamel vaults and sepulchres 

Lingering, and sitting by a new made grave^ 

As loth to leave the body that it lov'd. 

And link'd itself by carnal sensually 

To a degenerate and degraded state. 

Second Brother. How charming is divine Phi* 
loeophy ! 
Not harsh, and crabbed, as dull fools siq>po8ie9 
But musical as is Apollo's lute. 
And a perpetual feast of nectar'd sweets, 
Where no crude surfeit reigns. 

Elder Brother. List, list ; I hear 

Some far ofFhoUoo break the silent air. 

Second Brother. Methought so too ; what should 
it be? 

JElder Brother. For certain 

Bither some one like us night-founder'd here. 
Or else some neighbour woodman, or, at worst. 
Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 

Second Brother. Heaven keep my Sister. Again, 
and near ! 
Best draw, and stand upon our guard. 

JSlder Brother.. TU halloo t 

If he be friendly, he comes well ; if not. 
Defence is a good cause, and Heaven be for us; 
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\JEnter' the Attbnbant Sfiritj habited Hie a 

Shepherd.] 

That halloo 1 should kaow; what are you ? speak ; 
Come ndt too near, you fall on iron stakes else. 
. Spirit* What voice w that? my young Lordf 
speak again. 

Second Brother. O Brother, 'tis my &du;r*s 
shepherd, sure. 

Elder Brother. Thyrsis ? Whose artful strains 
hitve oft delay'd 
The hulling brook to hear his madiigal. 
And sweetened every muskrose of the dale ? 
How earnest tbou here, good swain ? hath any nmp 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid lost his dam. 
Or straggling wether the pent flock forsook ? 
How could'st thou find this dark sequester'd nock } 

Spirit. O my lov'd master's heir, and his next joy, 
I came not here on such a trivial toy 
As a stray'd ewe, or to pursue the steahh 
Of pilfering wolf 5 not al) the fleecy wealth, 
That doth enrich these downs, is worth a thoi^ht 
To this my errand, and the care it brought. • 
But, O my virgin Lady, where is she ? 
How pbanire she is not in your company ? 

JElder Brother. To tell thee sadly> Shepherd, 
without blame. 
Or our neglect, we lost her as we came* 

Spirit Ay n^c iinhappy ! then my fears ar^ true* 
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Elder Brother. What fean^ good Tliyras ? Ar'y^ 

tliee briefly shew. 

Spirit, ril tell ye ; 'tis not vain or fiibolova 
(Though so esteem'd by shallow ignorance^) 
What the sage poets^ taught by the heavenly Mme, 
Storied of old in high immortal veive^ 
Of dhre chimeras^ and enchanted isles^* 
And rifted rocks whose entrance leads to Hell ; 
For such there be^ but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous wood^ 
Immur'd in c]rpress shades a sorcerer dwelby 
Of Bacchus and of Circe bom, gr^t Comus^ 
Deep skillM in all his mother's witcheries 9 
And here to every thirsty wanderer 
By sly enticement ^ves his baneful cup. 
With many murmurs mix'd, whose pleasing person: 
The visage quite transforms of him that drinks^ 
And the inglorious likeness of a beast 
Fixes instead, unmoulding reascm^s mintage 
Charactered in the face : This have 1 learnt 
Tending my flocks hard by i' the hilly crofts. 
That brow this bottom-glade; whence night by 

night 
He and his monstrous rout are heard to howl. 
Like stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, • 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 
In their obscured haunts of inmost bowers. 
Yet have they many baits, and guileful spells. 
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To Inveifk^ aii4 ipvUe tbe uawary^^os^ 
Of tfauem th«(t pa9s unw^tipg by th^ wny. 
7[1iui evfMag tete^ by tbw the chawiog ik>cl(9 
Had taVn liidr supper on the $avo4ry herb 
Of knot-gmas iew-h^pHnt^ and were in fold, 
I sat me down to watch upon a bank 
With ivy caiyipiedi and ^terwove 
With flaup^Qg- honeyrfiueklei and began. 
Wrapt in a pleading fit of roelaneholyj 
To meditate my rural minstrelsy. 
Till Fancy had her fiU ; bu^ ere a close. 
The wonted ro^'was up amidst the woods. 
And iSiird the air with barbarous dissonance ; 
At which I ceaa'd, ^hd listened them a while. 
Till an unusual stop of sudden silence 
Gave respite to the drowsy frighted steeds, 
That draw the Utter of elp$e-curtain'd Sleep ; 
At last a 6(rft and solemn-breathing sound 
Rose like a steam of rich distill'd perfumes. 
And stole upon the air, that even Silence 
Was took ere she was ware, and wishM she might 
Deny her nature, and be never more. 
Still, to be so displac'd* I was all ^ar* 
And took in strains that might create a soul 
Under the ribs of Death : but O ! ere long. 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my most honoured Lady, your dear Sister. 
Amaz'dr I atood^ hanrow'd with grief and fear. 
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And, O poor hapleas niglitingale^ tboagbt I^ 

How sweet tbou sing'st, bow near the itmSfy maadftl 

Then down the hwns I ran with heaAong- boste^ 

Through patter and turnings ofken trod hy imy, 

Till^ guided by mine ear^ I found the pikoe. 

Where that damned wisard^ hid in sly dfagnJiTj 

(For so by certain signs I knew^) bad net 

Already^ ere my best speed could preTea^ 

The aidless innocent Lady, his wiah'd prey ; 

Who gently ask'd if he had seen such twoy 

Supposing him some neighbonr Tfllager. 

Longer I durst not stay, but soon I guessM 

Ye where the two she meant ; wkh that I spnuigf 

Into swift flight, till I had found yon here ; 

But further know I not. 

Second Brother, O night, and shades ! 

How are ye join'd wiih Hell in triple knot 
Against the unarmed weakness of one Tirgia, 
Alone, and helpless ! Is this the confidence 
fou gave me. Brother ? 

Elder Brother, Yes, and keep it still ; 

Lean on it safely ; not a period 
Shall be unsaid for me : Against the threats 
Of malice, or for sorcery, or that power 
Which erring Men call Chance, this I hold firm; — 
Virtue may be assaiFd, but never hurt, 
Surpriz'd by unjust force, but not enthralled ; 
Yea, even that, which mischief meant most harm,. 
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Shall ia the happy trial piove most glory ; 

But evil on itself iliall back recoil^ 

And mix no more with goodness ; when at last 

Gathered like scum, and settled to itself. 

It shall be in eternal restless change 

Self-fed, and self-oonsum'd ; If this fail. 

The pillar'd firmament b rottenness. 

And earth's base bnilt oa stubble* But come, 

let's on. 
Against the opposing will and ann of Heaven 
May never this just sword be lifted iq) ! 
But for. that damn'd ma^^cian, let him be girt 
With all the legions that troop 
Under the sooty flag of Acheron, 
Harpies and Hydias, or all the monstrous forms 
'Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out. 
And force him to return his purchase back. 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life. 

Spirit. Alas ! good venturous Youth, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold emprise ; 
But here thy. sword can do thee little stead ; 
Far other arms and other weapons must 
Be those, that quell the might of hellish charms :. 
He with his bare wand can unthread thy joints 
And crumble all thy sinews^ 

Elder ffrtdher. Why pr'ythee. Shepherd, 

How durst thoU then thyself approach so near. 
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As to make this idadon ? 

Spirit. Cue, and otmoBt diift% 

How to sccvre the hahr finm nrprinl. 
Brought to mjr miod a certain s h eph ei d lad. 
Of small regard to see to, yet ivell Aill'd 
In every virtnooy and healii^ faeib. 
That spreads her Tcfdant leaf to dw monun^ nqf £. 
He knr'd me well^ and oft woold beg tte dng; 
IVhich when I did^ he on the tender gials 
Would sit^ and hearken even to ecrtaajr. 
And in requital ope his leadicm acrip^ 
And show me simples of a thousand oamet^ 
Telling their strange and vigorous fiieuhies i 
Amongst the rest a small unsightly nwc^ 
But of divine effect, he cull'd me out; 
The leaf was darkish, and had prickles on it. 
But in another country, as he said. 
Bore a bright golden flower, but not in this soil : 
Unknown, and like esteemed, and the dull swain 
IVeads on it daily with his clouted shoon : 
And yet more medicinal is it than that M oly. 
That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave ; 
He caird it Haemony, and gave it me. 
And bade me keep it as of sovran use 
'Gainst all enchantments, mildew blast, or danp. 
Or ghastly furies' apparition. 
I purs'd it up, but little reckoning madey 
Till now that this extremity compelled : 
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But now I find it true ; for by this means 

I knew the foul enchanter though disguis'd. 

Entered the very lime-twigs of his spells^ 

And yet came off: If you have this about you, 

(As I will g^ve you when we go) you may 

Boldly assault the necromancer's hall ; 

Wliere if he be, with dauntless hardihood. 

And hEandiahM blade, rush on him ; break his glaflB 

And shed the luscious liquour on the ground, 

But seise his wand $ though he and his cursM cret? 

Fierce sign of battle make, and menace Ugh, 

Or like the sons of Vulcan vomit smoke. 

Yet wUl they soon retire, if he but shrink. 

Eldir Brother. Thyrsis, lead on apace, TU fill* 
low thee: 
And some good Angel bear a shield before us. 

The Scene changes to a stately palace, set out 
with all manner of deliciousness : soft mtcsick, 
tables spread with all dainties. Comus appears 
with his rabble, and the Lady set in an e»-> 
chanted chair, to whom he offers Ms glass, 
which she puts by, and goes ahout to rise. 

m 
Comus, 

Nay, Lady, sit ; if I but wave this wand. 

Your nerves iffe all chained up in alabast^, 

And you a statue, or, as Dapkae was, 

Root-bawd that flod Apdlo. 
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Lady. YocAy do not boast ; 

Thou canst not touch tlie freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms^ although this corpoml rind 
Thou hast iiiunanacled^ while Heaven sees good* 

Comiis. Why are you vex'd> Lady? Why. do y^u 
frown ? 
Here dwell no frowns^ nor anger; from these gales 
Sorrow flies far : See, here be all the pleasuresj 
That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts^ 
When the fresh blood grows lively, and returns 
Brisk as the April buds in primrose-season. 
And first, behold this cordial julep here^ 
That flames and dances in his crystal bounds . 
With spirits of balm and fragrant syrops mix'd : ■ 
Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of Thone 
In JEgypt gave to Jove-born Holena, 
Is of such power to stir up joy as this. 
To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 
Why should you be so cruel to yourself. 
And to those dainty limbs, which Nature lent 
For gentle usage and soft delicacy ? 
But you invert the covenants of her trust. 
And harshly ^cal, like an ill borrower. 
With that which you re'ceiv'd on other terms ; 
Scorning the unexempt condition. 
By which all mortal frailty must subsist, 
Refreshment after toil, ease after pain. 
That have been tir'd JiU day without repast^ 
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And timely rest have wanted^ ^ Uu^ fior Vji^% 
This will restore all soon. 

14%. 'Twttlmet, iftbe tndtor ! 

*Twill not restore the truth and honesty. 
That thou hast bamshM from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cdtti^, and the sale abode, 
Thoiji told^st me of } >V^|pit ^m aspects are these, 
These ugly-headed nMistcv^s? Mercy guard me ! 
Hence - with; thy brei/d enchantments, foul de-^ 
f eeivert s 

HMt thou i»etra]^ mjr <;i«dttIou8 innocence 
With visor'd falshood and base forgery i 
And wonld'st thou seek again toi trap me here 
With libkeari$h baits, fit to ensnare a brute } 
Were it a draught for Juno when she banquet$, 
I would not Iatft0 thy treasonocis oSer^ none, • 
But: suek m am good rneti^ can give good tMngs | 
And that, which ii^4Mtgood,'iB'not deticiowi 
l^a^i^ weH-goT^mM and Wise aiqpetite. 

Comus. O foolishness of «ien ! thtrt lend their 
efcws'- 
Ti^Akme budge 4oe«ors of the Stoj^ Air, I ^ ' 

And fetch their precepts from the Cy nick tub. 
Praisings tft6 lean* wblA sallow Ahetiwend^^ 
Wherefore £d If AtQlre^^jpeiir her fe^ 
With su^ ift'fUU anid^un#it^icl^wi^g'^a^d[> ' 
Covering tfae^^drdi' with odour^, h^, t^ flbelis^ 
Throngii%^tt(eMiii^\«fth sp^^ ^ 
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But aU to please and sate the cnrioos taste } 
And set to work millions of q^nmng wcaas. 
That in their green slu^ weave the smootli^luur'd 

silk^ 
To deck her sons ; and^ that no comer might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own kuns 
She hutch'd the all^worshipt ore, and preeioas gems 
To store her children with: If all the world 
Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulse. 
Drink the clear stream, and nothing wear but fiiese;^ 
The All-giver would be unthank'd^ would be un-^ 

prais'd. 
Not half his riches known, and yet despis'd ; 
And we should serve him as a grudgbg master. 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth ; 
And live like Nature's bastards, not her sons. 
Who would be quite surchargM with her own weight 
And strangled with her waste fertility; 
The earth cumbered, and the wlng'd air dark'd 

with plumes. 
The herds would over-multitude their lords. 
The sea o'er fraught would swell, and the unsought 

diamonds 
Would so imblaze the forehead of the deep. 
And so bestud with stars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at last 
T9 gaze upon the sun with shameless brows. 
List, Lady j be not^coy, and be not cosen'd 
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With that same vaunted name, Virginity. 
Beauty is Nature's coin, must not be hoarded. 
But must be current ; and the good thereof 
Consists in mutual and partaken bliss. 
Unsavoury in the enjoyment of itself; 
If you let slip tim«, like a neglected rose 
It withers on the stalk with languished head. 
Beauty is Nature's brag, and must be shown 
In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities. 
Where most may wonder at the workmanship ; 
It is for homely features to keep home. 
They had tlieir name thence ; co^urse complexions. 
And cheeks of sorry grain, will serve to ply 
The sampler, and to tease the huswife's woo]. 
What need a vermeil-tinctui^'d lip for that. 
Love-darting eyes, or tresses like the Mom ? 
There was another meaning in these gifts ; 
Think what, and be advis'd ; you are but youqg yet* 
Lady. I had not thought to have unlock'd my lips 
In this unhallow'd air, but that this juggler 
Would think to charm my judgement, as mine eyes. 
Obtruding false rules prank'd in reason's garb. 
I hate when Vice can bolt her arguments. 
And Virtue has no tongue to check her pride*-— > 
Impostor ! do not charge most innocent Nature, 
As if she would her children should be riotous 
With her abtukbnce ; she, good cateress. 
Means her fR^yi^ion only to the good, 

r2 
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That live according to her sober laws^ 

And holj dictate of spare Temperance : 

If every just mm, that now pines with wan^ 

Had but a moderate and beseeming share 

Of that which lewdly-pampered Luxniy 

Now heaps upon some few^ with vast excess. 

Nature's full blessings would be well dispeni'd 

In unsuperfhious even prop<^on^ 

And she no whit incumbered with her store ; 

And then the Giver would be better thatik'^ 

His praise due paid: For swinish Gluttony 

Ne'er looks to Heaven amidst his goigeous faaa^ 

But with besotted base ingratitude 

Cramsy and blasphemes his Feeder. ShaH I go Oft ? 

Or have I said enough ? To him that dares 

Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous word^ 

Against the sun-clad Power of Chastity, 

Fain would I something say, yet to what end ? 

Thou hast nor ear, nor soul, to apprehend 

The sublime notion, and high mystery, 

Hat must be uttered to unfold the sage 

And serious doctrine of Virginity 5 

And thou art worthy that thou should'st not know 

More happiness than this thy present lot« 

Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetorick. 

That hath so well been taught her dazzling fence ; 

Thou art not fit to hear thyself convinced ; 

Yet^ should I try^ the uncontrolled wordi 
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Of this pure cause would Jdndle my rapt spirits 
To such a flaoie of 3acr^ vehemence, 
That dumb thingf would be inoT'd to ^sympathizes 
And the bnit^ Earth would lead her wrr^^ and 

shakcj 
Till all thy magick structurep^ rear'd so high^ 
Were shattered into heaps o'er thy &ke bead. 

ComuSf Sfhe febles not; I feel that I do fear 
Her wprd^ set off by some superiour power; 
And though not mortalj yet a cold shuddering dew 
Dips me aU o'er^ as when the wrath of Jlore 
Spealcs thunder^ and the chains of Erebus^ 
Tp fiQim <tf Sastum's crew. I must diss^nble^ 
And try her yet more strongly .^^-^Come, no more; 
This is me^re moral babble^ and direct' 
Against the canon«-laws of our foundation ; 
I must not suffer this ; yet 'tis but the lees 
And settlings of R iMhmcholy bipod : 
But this will cure all straight : one sip of this 
Will buthe the drooping spirits in delight^ 
Beyond the blkis of dreams. Be wise^ and taste.*** 

The Brothers rush in with swards drawn, wrM 
Ms glass out of his hand, and break it against 
the ground; his rout make sign of resistance, 
but are aXl driven in. The Attendant Spirit 
comes in^ 
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SpiriL 

What, have you let the fidse enchanter 'scape ? 
O ye mistook, ye should have snatch'd his wand. 
And bound him fest ; without lus rod rerefs^d. 
And backward mutters of dissevering power. 
We cannot free the Lady that sits here 
In stony fetters fix'd, and motionless : 
Yet stay, be not disturb'd ; now I bethink me. 
Some other means I have which may be us'd. 
Which once of Meliboeus old I learnt. 
The soothest shepherd that e'er pip'd on pliuiis. 

There is a gentle Nymph not fer from hence. 
That with moist curb sr^'ays the smoothSevem stream, 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure ; 
Whilom she was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the scepter from his father Brute. 
She, guiltless damsel, flying the mad pursuit 
Of her enraged stepdame Guendolen, 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood. 
That staid her fliglit with his cross-flowing course. 
The Water-Nymphs, that in the bottom plajr'd. 
Held up their pearled wrists, and took her in. 
Bearing her straight to aged Nereus' hall; 
Who, piteous of her woes, reared her lank head. 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In neetar'd lavers, strew'd with asphodel ; . 
And tlirough the porch and inlet of each sense 
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Dropt in ambrosial oik^ tiU she reviVd, 

And underwent a quick immortal^ change. 

Made Goddess of the riir^ : . still she retains 

Her maiden gentlen^s, and oft at eve ' 

Visits the herbs along the twilight'meadoivsj ' 

Helping all urchin blasts, and illf^liick signs 

That the shrewd meddling elfe delights to make. 

Which she with precious vial'd^Jiquoiirs heals ; 

For which the shepherds at their festivals 

Carol her goodness loud in rustiok lays. 

And throw sweet garland wreaths into her stream 

Of pansies, pinks, and gaudy dafibdib* 

And, as the old swain said, she can unlock 

The clasping charm, and thaw the humining spell. 

If she be right invokM in warbled song; 

For maidenhood she loves, and wiU be swift 

To aid a vir^,>such as was herself^ 

In hard-besetting need : this will I try. 

And add the povto 6f some adjuring veise. 

s6ng. 

Sabrina fair. 

Listen where thou art sitting 
Under the ghcssy, cool, translucent wave, 

In twisted braids of lilKes knitting 
The loose train of thy amber-dropping hair ; 

Listen tor dear honour's sake, 

Croddess of the silver lake, 
Listen, and save. 



' » 
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listen^ and ippeer to HSy 
In name of peA)Oocani»; 
By the caflrth*shalaiig Neptune's ntece^ 
And Tethys' grave majeatick pace. 
By hoary Nbrens' wrinkled look^ 
And the darpathiah wisard'is liook^ 
By «eaigr IVitoh's winding shlsU^ 
And xM a6oth*8a;itt)g Glavcus' ispeU, 
By LeucoAea'ft tovefy haiiA^ 
And her Son thlit niles thfe sMnds^ 
By Thetis' tinsei*sli^er'd fee^ 
And the songs iof %itens -week^ ' 

By dead iPaitinenope's dear tomh, 
Atai fair liigea's golden comh. 
Wherewith she sits on diamond roeksj 
Sleeking her soft alluring locks; 
By all the Nymf^hs that iiightLy jdktnce 
Upon thy sti*ealnis -^ith wily glance^ 
Rise^ rise^ and heave thy rosy head^ 
From the coral-paven bed. 
And bridle in thy headlong wave. 
Till thou our summons answer'd have. 

Listen, and save! 

Saibeina risesy attended by Water-Nymphs^ and 

sings. 

By the rushy-fringed bank, 

Where grows the willow, and the osier dank. 
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My sliding dudbt siay^ ' e • - ■ ' ' '» 
Thick set with agate^ and tlie Miili ,fll6ea - 
Of turkis blue, and emerald green, 

*TllAt ftJr ft* ehaiiiwi rtrii^ 
Whilst from oflF the waters fleet 
Thus I set mjr {MfiodefiB feMf 
0*er the cowslip's velvtttileiui^ 

That bends not ii I ivead^ 
Gentle Swain, at thy r^Mst, 

I am here. 

J^mit. GoddeM ^eai'^ 
We implore thy powetfcl liaild 
To undo the charmed band 
Of true virgin here «sttefit> 
Through the forctf, ^M^ lIliMMigli 'txt^lt. 
Of unblest enchanter vite; 

Sabrina. Shepherd, 'tb flay office bee^ 
To help ensnared .cfaasrtity: 
Brightest Lady, look <m me $ 
Thus I sprinkle dn ihy breast 
Drops, that from my fountain fmrc 
I have kepl^ of precious cure; 
Thrice upon thy finger's tip. 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip ; 
Next this marble venom*d seat, 
Smear'd with gums of gkttinioas heat, 
I touch with chaste palmd moist and <JOld :-^*^-^ 
Now the spell has lost his hold ; . 
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And I must hastCi ere nunning hour^ 
To wait in Amphitrite's bcywer. 

Sabrima descends, and the Ladt met out qf ker 

seat* 

Spirit. Virgin^ daughter of Lociine 
Sprung of old Anchises' line^ 
May thy brimmed waves for this . 
Their full tribute never miss 
From a thousand pretty rills^ 
That tumble down the snowy hills: 
Summer drouth^ or singed air^ ■ 

Never scorch thy tresses fEur^ 
Nor wet October*s torrent flood 
Thy molten crystal fill with mud; 
May thy billows roll ashore 
The beryl and the golden ore ; 
May thy lofty head be crown'd 
With many a tower and terrace rounds 
And here and there thy banks upon 
With groves and myrrh and cinnamon! 

Come, Lady, while Heaven lends us grace. 
Let us fly this cursed place. 
Lest the sorcerer us entice 
With some other new device. 
Not a waste or needless sound. 
Till we come on holier ground, 
I shall be your faithful guide 
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Through this gloomy covert wide^ 

And not many furlongs thence 

k your Father's residence. 

Where this night are met in state 

Many a friend to gratulate 

His wish'd presence ; and beside 

All the swains, that there abide. 

With jigs and rural dance resort ; 

We shall catch them at their sport. 

And our sudden coming there 

Will double all their mirth and chere; 

Come, let us baste, the stars grow high. 

But night sits monarch yet in the mid sky. 

The Scene changes, presenting Ludlow town and 
the President's. Cattle ; then come in Coixntry 
Dancers, after them the Attbkbant SpniT, 
with the Two Brothers, and the Ladt. 

SONG. 

Spirit. 3ack, Shepherds, back ; enough yoor 
play, 
Till next sun-shine holiday : 
Here be, without duck or nod. 
Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and such court guise 
As Mercury did first devise, ' 
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With the mmclng I^ryade^ 
On the lawns^ and ob Ae leai« 

JTiis second SangpreserUs them io their JTtf^y 

and M(4her. , 

Noble Lord, and Lady briglH^ 
I have brought ye new deU^ ; 
Here behold so geodly groim 
Three fair branches of your own ; 
Heaven hath timely tried their youth. 
Their faith, their patience^ and their truths 
And sent them here through hard assaji 
With a crolwQ of deathless pcaiae. 

To triumph in victorious dance 
O'er sensual Folly and Intemperaaeer 

TV dances \being\ ended, the Spirit epUogmzeM. 

Spirit* To the ocean now I fly, 

And those happy climes that lie 
Where day never shuts his eye. 
Up in the broad iields of the sky : 
There I suck the liquid air 
All amidst the gardens fair 
Of Hesperus, and his daughters three 
That sing about the golden tree : 
Along the crisped shades and bowers 
Revels the spruce and jocund Sprk^ ; 
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The Graces, and the rosy-bosom^d Houlr% . :■.::■■) ] 

Thither all their bountiea blisgi ' . ^f.) 

There eteroii SitiiiiDte idwell% .$- . / 

And West-Winds, .with mvAj wingv 

About the cedar'n alleys fliBp 

Nard and Cassia's balaiy sm^bi^ 

Iris there with humid bow 

Waters the odorous banks, thatUbw 

Flowers of more minted hew Al 

Than her purfled scarf can shew; . . ::-.'> 

And drenches with iE33itsufn;de« . ^ . /LI 

(Lis^ mortals, if your ears be true,) 
Bec|g of hyacinth and roses. 
Where young Adonis oft reposes. 

Waxing well of his deep wound 
In slumber soft, and on the ground 
Sadly sits the Assyrian queen : 
But far above in spangled sheen 
Celestial Cupid, her fiimM son, advanced. 
Holds his dear Psyche sweet entranced. 
After her wandering labours long. 
Till free consent the Gods among 
Make her his eternal bride. 
And from her fair unspotted side 
Two blissful twins are to be bom. 
Youth and Joy; so Jove hath sworn. 
But now my task is smoothly done. 
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•I can fly, or I can run. 

Quickly to the green earth's end^ 

Where the bow'd welkm slow doth bend ; 

And from thence can soar as soon 

To the comers of the moon. 

Mortals^ that would follow me. 
Love Virtue ; she alone is free : 
She can teach ye how to clime 
Higher than the sphery chime ; 
Or if Virtue feeble were. 
Heaven itself would stoop to her. 1023 
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L 



TO THE 

NIGHTINGALE. 

O NIJQHTIN6ALB5 tbatyOQ yon bloomy spray 
Warblest at eve, wben all the woods are stilly 

Thou with fresh hope.the lover's heart dost fill. 

While tlie jolly Hours lead on propitious May. 

Thy liquid notes that close the eye' of day, 
Fii'st heard before the shallow cuckoo's bill. 
Portend success in love ; O, if Jove's will 
Have link'jd that amorous power to thy soft lay, * 

Now timely sing, ere the rude bird of hate 
Foretel my hopeless doom in some grove nigh ; 
As thou from year to year hast sung too late 

For my relief, yet hadst no reason why : 

Whether the Muse, or Love, call thee his matt^ 
Both them I serve, and of their train am I; 
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IL 



On hh being arrived at the age of 23. 



How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youths 
Stoln on his wing my three «nd twentieth yMr ! 
My htisting days fly on with full ^aieer. 
But my late spring no bud or blossom AeW^du 

Perhaps my semblance might deceiye the trufli^ 
That I to manhood am arrived so near ; 
And inward ripeness doth much less appeitf^ 
That some more timely-happy ^irits endu'tb* 

Y^t be it less or more, or soon or slow, 

It shall be stiil in strictest measure even 

To that same lot, however mean or high^ 

Toward which Time leads me, and the Will of 
Heaven ; 

All isy if I havegracie to. use it so. 

As ever in my great X^sk-Master's eye. 
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WTien the assault ivas intended to the CITY. 



Captain, or Colonel, or Knight in anns. 

Whose /ctMQrce on these ^fenc^less doors may 
peise. 

If deed ^ boopur 4iA th^e^r ifHe^s^, 

Gus^^*X]\9m, f^i Mm fritbifipr<iteiQit:fri9iQ:23iMrmsl 

He can r^yjle tbee; |(>r;}|elkn0ivs't)ie(ClMino9 
Th4t cf^liiSftQie on ^ucb^ge^itlei^ifccgts.^tlic^, 
An4b(e;^!afi )spr^ Ayi^lune pfi^ ]^q4$ wd^5€^^ 
Whateii«r <Bi»clJbe«w'8 bright cmtck^furiiw^ 

Lift not thy spo^r^^i^fisit'^ Musef^^^^r : 
The g>!e«t £rn«|Imiii coriqaeaww bid flparp 
Tbe:JaM3e of JRjQdary^^ wben-teanple.wd towr 

Went to the ground : And the repeated Air 

Of sad 'ElecM's poet had^&e -pewer 

To save-Ae AAeflkto wa!ls»fh)m-fUki4)sfl^e. 

3 2 



S6D SONNETS, 



IV- 



TO A 



VIRTUOUS YOUNG LADY. 



JLabYi that in die prime of earliest jrouth 
Wisely hast shunn'd the broad way and thegrecui^ 
And with those few art eminently seen, 
That labour up the hill of heavenly truth: 

The better part with Mary and with Ruth 
Chosen thou hast; and they that overween. 
And at thy growing virtues fret their spleen^ 
No anger find in thee, but pity and ruth. 

Thy care is fix'd, and zealously attends 

To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of lights 

And hope that reaps not shame. Therefore be 
sure 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feastful friend 

Passes to bliss at the mid hour of night. 

Hast gain'd thy entrance. Virgin wise and pure* 
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V. 



TO THE 



LADY MARGARET LET. 



Dauohteb to that gpod Earl^ once President 
Of England's Council and her Treasuiy^ 
Who liv'd in hoth^ unstained with gold or fee^ 
And left them both^ more in himself content. 

Till sad the breaking of that Parliament 
Broke him^ as that dishonest victory 
At Chseronea^ fatal to liberty, 
Kiird with report that old man eloquent. 

Though later bom than to have known the days 
Wherein your father flourish'd^ yet by you. 
Madam, methinks I see him living yet ; 

So well your lilnrds his noble virtues praise. 
That all both judge you to relate them true. 
And to possess them, honoured Margaret. 
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VL 



Oti the detraction which followed upon my writing 

certain treatises. 



A BOOK was writ of late call'd Tetrachordon, 

And woven close, both matter, form^ and stile ; 

The subject newt it*i<^ll^a^Ae 1fetm*tfMHI^- . 

Numbdrftfg^gwd ihtellec» ; tl6t(r seldbm^jM^^on. 
Cries thcf stall-rea'dfer, ftlefss m !' what'awdrd Oil 

A title page i§ tHlst arid sonlfeib file 

Stand spelling false, while oiie nlight walk t6 
Milfe- 

End Green. Why is it harder, Sir^, than G<»rdon 

Colkitto, or Mkcdotincli or Galasp ? 

Those rugged tiamesto our likfe mottths g«nt 
sleeky 

That would h^v& niftd^ QttititUiaa stare and gttsp. 

Thy age, Itkeours^.O Sodlof Sir Jdui Cheeky. 

Hated not learning wbrse tlian toadot alsp^. 

When thou tkilght'st Cambriltge, and king Ed- 
ward, Greek. 
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ON THIS SAME. 



I Din biit]ptoMQ|it tb^ a^ to qitit'lkeBPcfag^ 
By Alt bmiqft'niksr at mi&mV Hbert]it» 
Whwataraii^t 9*lNflpbelr(m»iiob0ei|vi0iiiis ine 
Of a«r|i wmI euftkoioi^ a«as% apM a^ 

A^ whieti those btedft^liliafl ytmt tmnlfdna'd to fragft 
Rair^ ai^I^Miiis^ tw«»-fafini progei£^> 
Which afitor kddlbe sdii'aiid md^tt ia ice. 
But' Aia m piklatf! oMamg peail ta hogs ; 

That bawl for freedom in their senseleist'iiiood^ 
And still r0^olt>; wfaeiv tanidi would set Iheiii 'fi«ew 
Liqcno^tlMjr'mieiii When' they cr]r'Lftk»1^; 

IVp wfa0b l«iirc» that^ must' &st' be wise artd^g6edf ; 
But fteffif that'riikrk how &r they rcnre we see, 
For all this waste of weidth; and loss of blood; 
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' vm. 

TO 

MR. H, LAWBSf 

ON THB 

Publishing his Airs. 



HabrTj whose tuneful and well measured son^ 
First taught our English musick how to spen 
Words with just note and accent, not to scan 
With Midas ears^ committing short and long ; ' 

Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the throng'j 
With praise enough for envy to look wan ; 
To after age thou shalt be writ the man. 
That with smooth air could'st humour best our 
tongue. 

Thou honour'st verse, and verse must lend her wing 
To honour thee, the priest of Phoebus* quire. 
That tun'st their happiest lines in hymn, or story, 

Dante shall give Fame leave to set thee higher 
Than his Casella, whom he woo'd to sing 
Alct in the milder shades of Purgatory. 
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CC 



On the religious memory of ]\)[rs. CATHERINE 
THOMSONy my christian friendy deceased 

16 Decemb. 1646. 



When Faith and Love, which parted from thee 



never. 



Had ripen'd thy just soul to dwell with God, 

Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load 

Of death call'd life ; which us from life doth 
Sever. 

Thy works, and alms, and all thy good endeavour^ 
Staid not hehind, nor in the grave were trod ; 
But, as Faith pointed with her golden rod, 
Toliow'd thee up to joy and bliss for ever* 

liove led them on, and Faith who knew them best 

Thy hand-maids, clad them o'er with purple 

1)eams 
And^azure wings, that up they flew so drest. 

And spake the truth of thee on glorious themest 

Before the Judge ; who thenceforth hid thee tM, 

And d^ink thj fiU of pure imiX3k!Q£t]^ 
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X. 



TO TBE' 



LORD GENERAL FAIRFAX. 



Fairfax^ whose name in arms through ]Sii]:Qpe 
rings. 
Filling each mouth with envy or with prsdse^ 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze 
And rumours loud, that daunt remotest kings i 

Thy firm unshaken virtue ever brings 
Victory home, though new rebellions raise 
Their Hydra heads, and the false North displajES 
Her broken league to imp their serpent-wiAffi. 

O yet a nobler task awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war, but endless war still breed ?) 
im truth and right from vioknee be fireed,^ 

Andpablick faith cleared from the shameful bfimct 
Of publick fiBud. In vain d^th Valour" bleed> 
While Avarice tod Ra^pliv^ *a«^ ^^ ^«** 
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TO THB 

LORD GENERAL CROMWELL. 



CRoatWBtli: oat dSef of men^ wlio'thtbilg^ ft«ttNi4 
^ot of «a^onIi^, btit'detraedoM nitlfr; 
GaidrtI tiy {ahU and mMehless fortiMdC} 
To peace and truth thy glorious wa)^ faefft ploughed 

And on the neck oS crowded PortiitiepFOud' 

Hast rear'd God^s trdpldes, ahd 1& trcxkfNinlk)^ 

Wliile Bairwen stti»mi ivtth blbdd df 86oCs^ tin- 
Ikniedy 

And Ditnfear fiekl lesouods ibjr poraises loud^. 

And Worcester's kiiieat' wreathe Yet mucki I84 
mains 

^ To conquer still f Peace hath her v^stpries 

No less renowned than War: New foes arise 

Threatening to bind oiir souls with secular chains : 

Help us to save free conscience from l^e paW' 

Of hireling wolves^ who^ gQ3pel 13 th^ir n^w. 
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XII. 

I 

TO 

SIR HENRY VANEy the Toimger. 



Va^^, young in years, but in sage counsel old^ 
Than whom a better senator ne'er held • 

The helm of Rome, when gowns, not armsiy re-* 

petfd 
The fierce Epirot and the African bold ; 

Whether to settle peace, or to unfold 

. The drift of hollow States hard to be spell'd^ 
Then to advise how War may, best upheld. 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold. 

In all her equipage : besides to know 

Both spiritual power and civil, what each means. 
What severs each, thou hast learn'd, which few- 
have done : 

The bounds of either sword to thee we owe : 
Therefore on thy firm hand Religion leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son. 
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Q» the late massacre in PIEMONT. 



AvBNGB^ O Lord, thy slaughtered 'Sidnts, wlui^ 
bones 
Lde scattered on the Alpme mountains cold; 
Even diem who kept Ay tnith so pure 6i o\A^ 
When all our fathers worshipt stocks and stones^ 

Forget not : in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy sheep, and in' their aneient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemontese that foU-d • 
Mother with infant down the roeks. Their jnotni 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and diey 1/ 

To Heaven. Their martyrM blood and ashes sow 
O'er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 

The triple Tyrant; that from these may grow 
A hundred fold, who, having learh'd thy ^ay^ ' 
Early may |tjr the Babylonian woe* • 
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XfV. 



ON HIS 

BLINDNESS. 



SKUN JE/OonBider faovr my Kght.b fspe:at 
Ere half my days, in this dark world «ild wide^ 
Aqd datoneftalent. which k.deslhitc^ iinie> 
I^Ddg*d vriA .me useless^ thoH^ my^soiliillpre 
beat 

To serve: tberemth my Mbtkear, «[)d pre^ot 
My true aocoimt, lest lie, jetDr&ijf^, i>kide ; 
^^ Dotli God exact 'dayrkIx>urvlJghtde|Bie^^ 
i:fbDdIyask: But Patience to. pi^vent ■ 

That munnnr, atxmopei^es^ ^.Crod idi^ not oe^ 
^^Etdxer 'man's work, or his "Owb gifts; .whpibest 
^flear his mild yoke, they serve him best : his state 

Is kingly ; ^boosands .at his ibiddii^ .speedy 
^cAod po6tx>W laodand ocean sirithoat.fcst!; 
They also serve who only ^standand^'vvmt^'' 
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xy- 



TO 

3IR. LAfFRENCE. 



LAWEttvcai, of virtnaus ikther tmrtvous sdnj 
Now duit the fictis are dsoik, md vmys are n^, 
.Where.ihall we iomeditttt iseet^ md by the fire 
He^lp waste a sMea day? what may be wcm 

From the hard seaaongdaing? Time w&I>niii 
On smoodiar^ till Fa?oiiiiisre^mq[i«te 
The firoaeB earthy and doihe io fit^eidi^attife 
Theili if and rose^ that nekho* sow'd fK»r sputi. 

What nest ttsfast jhall feast us, Mght and ^^cdoe, 
Qi Attic taste, with wine, if^nce we majr^Hae 
To hear the Inte weU toudiM, or artAd toiee 

WaibleinnDortal notes and Tuscm air ? 

He who.df those ^eiUgbts cwoi judge and Sfutt 
To JnMpo^e them ofi^ is not^uawise. 
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XVI. 



TO 



CYRIAC SKIXNER. 



Cyriac^ whose grandsire, on the royal bendbi - 
Of British Themis^ with no mean applause T 
Pronoune'd, and in his volumes taught^ our laws^ 
Which others at their bar so often wrench ; 

To day deep thoughts resolve with me to drench 
In mirth that, after, no repenting draws; 
Let Euclid rest, and Archimedes pause. 

And what the Swede intends, and what the French. 

To measure life learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward solid good what leads the nearest way ; 
For other things mild Heaven a time ordains. 

And disapproves that care, though wise in show^ 
That with superfluous burden loads the day. 

And, when Grod sends a cheerful hour, refrains. 
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xvii; 

TO THE SAME. 

Cyriack, this three years day these eyes, though 
clear, 

To outward view, of blemish or of spot. 

Bereft of Ught, their seeing have forgot j 

Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 

Of sun, or ipoon, or star, throughout the year. 
Or man, or woman. Yet I argue not 
Against Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope ; but still bear up and steer . 

Right onward. What supports me, dost thou ask? 

The conscience, Friend, to have lost them over- 
plied 

In liberty's defence, my noble task, 

Of which all Europe rings from side to side. 

This thought might lead me through the world's 
vain mask 

Content though blind, had I no better guide. 
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XVUI. 

ON HIS 

DECEASED WIFE. 

MsTHouGHT I saw Hiy late espoused saint 

Brought to me, like AlcestisJ from the grave^ 

Whom Jove's great son to her glad husband gave^ 

Rescu'd from death by force, though pale and &int. 

Mine, as whom washM from spot of child-bed 
taint 

Purification in the old law did save, 

And such, as yet once more I trust to have 

Full sight of her in Heaven without restraint. 

Came vested all in white, pure as her mind : 

Her face was veil'd; yet to my fancied sight 

ff 

Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person shin'd 
So clear, as in no face with more delight 
But O, as to embrace me she inclined, 
I^wakM ; she fled ; and day brought back my night. 
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T 2 



ODES. 



ON 

THE MORNING 

o» 

CHRIST'S NATIVITY, 



I 



This is tbe month, and this the happy mom, 
Wherein the Son of Heaven's Eternal King, 
Of wedded Maid and Virgin Mary bom. 
Our great redemption from above did bring i 
For so the holy sages once did sing. 

That he our deadly forfeit should release. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 
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That glorious form, that light unsuSerable^ 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty. 
Wherewith he wont at Heavei/s high council-table 
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity, 
He laid aside ; and, here with us to be. 
Forsook the courts of everlasting day. 
And chose with us a darksome house of mcnrtal clay. 

m. 

Say, heavenly Muse, shall not thy sacred vi^in 

Afibrd a present to the In&ntrGod ? 

Hast thou no verse, no hyn)i), pjr SQlemn strain. 

To welcome him to this his new abode. 

Now while the heaven, by the sun's team untrod. 

Hath took no print of the approaching light. 
And all the spangled host keep watch in squadrons 
bright ? 

IV. 

See, how from far, upon the eastern road. 
The star-led wisards haste with odourp sw^t : 
O run, prevent tbejn wUb thy h^wblft 0^9, 
And lay it lowly at hi^ blesifed feet j 
Have tboii the honour first thy hoxi tp greet. 
And join thy voice unto the Angel-quire, . 
From out his secret ^ltar touch'd with haliow'd fire, 
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TME HYMN. 



I. 

It was the winter wfld. 
While the heaven-born child 

All meanly wrapt in the rude nu^nger lies ; 
Nature^ in awe to him. 
Had doff'd her gaudy tfim^ 

With her peat ftjaster §p to sjTiJp^lthiize : 
It was no season then for her 
To w^ujtop yn^ 1^ sun, h^r Ivisty pw^ipQiur. 

Only with speeches fair 
She wooes the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front nvith innocent snow } 
And on her naked shame. 
Pollute with sinful blame. 

The saintly veil of maiden white to throw ; 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Should look so negr upon her foul deformities. 
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m. 

But he, her fears to cease. 

Sent down the meek-ey'd Peace ; 

She, crown'd with olive green, came softly sliding 
I>own through the turning sphere. 
His ready harbinger. 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing ; 
And, waving wide her myrtle wand^ 
She strikes an universal peace through sea and land. 

IV. 

No war, or battle's sound. 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle spear and shield were high up hung | 
The hooked chariot stood 
UnstainM with hostile blood ; 

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng ; 
And kings sat still with awfiil eye. 
As if they surely knew their sovran I^ord was by, 

V. 

But peaceful was the night. 
Wherein the Prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds, with wonder whist. 
Smoothly the waters kist. 

Whispering new joys to the mild ocean. 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave. 
While birds of calm sit brooding on the . charmed 
wave. 
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vi: 

The stars with deep amaze,. 
Stand fix*d in stedfast gaze. 

Bending one way their precious influence ; 
And will not take their flight. 
For all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often wam'd them hence ; ' 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow. 
Until their Lord himself bespake, and bid them go. 

vn. 

And, though the shady gloom 
Had given day her room. 

The sun himself withheld his wonted speed. 
And hid his head for shame. 
As his inferiour flame 

The ncw-enlighten*d world no more should need; 
He saw a greater sun appear 
Than his bright throne, or burning axletree, could 
bear. 

VIIL 

The shepherds on tlie lawn. 
Or e'er the point of dawn. 

Sat simply chatting in a rustick row ; 
Full little thought they then. 
That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below; 
Perhaps their loves, or else their sheep, . . 

Was all that did their silly thoughts so bus^ ^*e^ 
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K. 

When snch musick sweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet; 

As never was by mortal finger strook ; 
Divinely-warbled voice 
Answering the stringed nolse^ 

As all their souk in blissfal rapture fO€k : 
The air, such pleasure loth to lose. 
With thousand echoes still pndongs each heavenly 
close. 

X. 

Nature that heard such sound. 
Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's seat, the aery region thrilling^ 
Now was almost won 
To think her part was done, 

And that her reign had here its last fulfilling ; 
She knew such harmony alone 
Could hold all Heaven and earth in happier union. 

XI. 

At last surrounds their sight 
A globe of circular light, 

That with long beams the shamefaced night aF- 
xay'd ; 
The helmed Cherubim, 
And sworded Seraphim, 

Are seen in glittering ranks with wings displayed. 
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Harping ia louc) and solema qiiire. 
With unexpressive notes^ to Hear^n's new-bom 
Heir. 

xn. 

Such muaoH (as 'tis said) 
Before was never made^ 

But when of old the sons of morning sung. 
While the Creator great 
His constellations set^ 

And the well-balanc'd world on hinges hung; 
And cast the dar^ foundations deep. 
And bid the weltering waves their oozy channel keep. 

xm. 

Ring out, ^e crystal spheres. 
Once bless our human ears, 

If ye have power to touch our senses so ; 
And let your silver chime 
Move in melodious time ; 

And let the base of Heaven's deep organ blow ; 
And, with your ninefold harmony, 
Majke up full consort to the angelick symphony. 

XIV. 

For, if such holy song 
Enwrap oiir &ncy long^ 
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Time win run back^ and fetch the age of gold ; 
And speckled Vanity - ' 

Will sicken soon and die, 

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mould ; 
And Hell itself will pass away. 
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peering day« 



XV. 



Yea, Truth and Justice then . 
Will down return to men, 

Orb'd in a rainbow ; and, like glories wearing, 
Mercy will sit between, 
Thron'd in celestial sheen. 

With radiant feet the tissued clouds down steering; 
And Heaven, as at some festival. 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

XVI. 

But wisest Fate says no. 
This must not yet be so, 

The Babe yet lies in smiling infancy. 
That on the bitter cross 
Must redeem our loss ; 

So both himself and us to glorify : 
Yet first, to those ychain'd in sleep. 
The wakeful trump of doom must thunder througk 
the deep ; 
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XVU. 

With sucb a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai rang. 

While the red fire and smouldring clouds out 
brake : 
The aged earth aghast, 
Witfi terrour of that blast. 

Shall from the surfoce to the center shake; 
When, at the world's last session. 
The dreadful Judge in middle air shall spread his 
throne. 

xvm. 

And then at last our hiiss 
Full and perfect is. 

But now begins ; for, from this liappy day. 
The old Dragon, under ground 
In stndter limits bound. 

Not half so far casts his usurped sway ; 
And, wroth to see his kingdom fail, 
Swindges the scaly horrour of his folded taih 

XIX. 

The oracles are dumb. 
No voice or hideous hum 

Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving. 
Apollo from his shrine ' 
Can no more divine, : i . 

With hollow shriek the steep of Deli^ai lemrii^ 
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No nightly trance^ or br^rthed spell^ 

Inspires the pale-ey'd priest firotn the pit>phetick ceB.. 

XX. 

The lonely mountains o*er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A voice of weeping heard and loud lament ; 
From haunted spring and dale^ 
Edg'd with poplar pale. 

The parting Genius is with sighing sent ; 
With flower-inwoven tresses torn 
The Nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thickets 
mourn. 

XXL 

In consecrated earth. 
And on the holy hearth. 

The Lars, and Lemures, nooan with midBifht 
plaint ; 
In urns, and altars round, 
A drear and dying sound 

Affrights the Flamens at their service quaint; 
And the chill marble seems to sweat. 
While each peculiar Power foregoes hk W0Bl#d S€M 

xxn. 

Peor and Baalim 
FoEsake tbck temples diBi, 
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With that twice-batter*d God of Palestine j 
And mooned Ashtaroth, 
Heaven's queen and mother both^ 

Now sits not girt with tapers holy shine ; 
The Libyck Hammon shrinks his hom^ 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thiunmuz 
mourn. 

xxm. 

And sullen Moloch^ fled^ 
Hath left in shadows dread 

His burning idol all of blackest hue ; 
In vain with cymbals* ring 
They call the grisly king^ 

In dismal dance about the fiimace blue : 
The brutish Gods of Nile as fast, 
Isis, and Orus, and the dog Anubis^ haste* 

XXIV. 

Nor is Osiris seen 

In Mempluan grove or green. 

Trampling the unshower'd ^rass with lowings 
loud: 
Nor can it be at rest 
Within his sacred chest ; 

Nought but profoundest hell can be his shroud ; 
In vain with timbrell'd anthems dark 
The sable-stoled sorcerers bear his worshipt aifc^ 
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XXV. 

He feels from Juda's land 
The dreaded Infant's hand^ 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his dusky eyn ; 
Nor all the Gods beside 
Longer dare abide. 

Nor Typhon huge ending in snaky twine : 
Our Babe, to shew his Godhead true, 
Can in his swaddling bands controul the damned 
crew. 

XXVI. 

So, when the sun in bed, 
Curtain'd with cloudy red. 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave. 
The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to the infernal jail. 

Each fetter'd ghost slips to his several grave. 
And the yellow-skirted Fayes 
Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their naoon-lov'd 
maze. 

XXVII 

But see, the Virgin blest 
Hath laid her Babe to rest ; 
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Time is^ our tedious song shall here have ending: 
Heaven's youngest-teemed star 
Hath fix*d herpolish'd car. 

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending : 
And all about the courtly stable 
Bright-harnessM Angels sit in order servioeable. 
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ODE& 



THE PASSIO^\ 



I. 



Krewhile of musickj an) ediereal mirth. 

Wherewith the &tage of air and earth did ling^ 

And joyous news of heavenly Infant's birtfa. 

My Muse with Angels did divide to sing ; 

But headlong joy is ever on tiie wing. 

In wintery solstice like the shortened light. 

Soon swallow'd up in dark and long out-living night. 

II. 

For now to sorrow must I tunc my song. 
And set my harp to notes of saddest woe. 
Which on our dearest Lord did seise ere long. 
Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse than so. 
Which he for us did freely undergo : 

Most perfect Hero, tried in heaviest plight 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard for Iiunian 
wight! 



ODES. 291 

UI. 

He, sovran priest, stopping his regal head, 
That dropt with odorous oil down his fair eyes. 
Poor fleshy tabernacle entered. 
His starry front low-rooft beneath the skies : 
O, what a mask was there, what a disguise ! 

Yet more ; the stroke of death he must abide. 
Then lies him meekly down fost by his brethrens' 
side. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse ; 
To this horizon is my Phoebus bound : 
His god- like acts, and his temptations fierce. 
And former sufferings, other where are found ; 
Loud o'er the rest Cremona's trump doth sound; 

Me softer airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute, or viol still, more apt for mournful things. 



V. 



Befriend me, Night, best patroness of grief; 
Over the pole thy thickest mantle throw. 
And work my flatter'd fancy to belief. 
That Heaven and lEarth are coloured with my woe ; 
My sorrows are too dark for day to know : 

u2 
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The leaves should all be black whereon I write. 
And letters, where my tears have wa3h'dj a wannish 

white. 



VL 



See, see the chariot, and those rushing wheels^ 
That whirrd the Prophet up at Chebar flood; 
My spirit some transporting Cherub feels. 
To bear me where the towers of Salem stood^ 
Once glorious towers, now sunk in guiltless blood ; 

There doth my soul in boly vision sit. 
In pensive trance, and anguish, and ecstatick fit. 

VII. 

Mine eye hath found that sad sepulchral rock 
That was the casket of Heaven's richest store. 
And here though grief my feeble hands up lock. 
Yet on the soften'd quarry would I score 
My plaining verse as lively as before ; 

For sure so well instructed are my tears. 
That they would fitly fall in ordered characters. 

VIIL 

Or should I thence hurried on viewless wing 
Take up a weeping on the mountains wild. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and spring 
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Would soon unbosom all their echoes mild ; 
And I (for grief is easily beguird) 

Might think the infection of my sorrows loud 
Had got a race of mourners on some pregnant cloud. 



7%e subject the Author finding to be above the 
years he had, when he wrote it, and nothing 
satis/led with what was begun, left it unfi- 
nished. 
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UPON TH£ 



CIRCUMCISION. 



Yb flaming Powers, and winged Warriours bright^ 
Tliat erst with musick, and triumphant song^ 
First heaid by happy watchful shepherds* ear. 
So sweetly sung your joy the clouds along 
Through the soft silence of the listening night j 
Now mourn : and, if sad share with us to bear 
Your fieiy essence can distil no tear. 
Burn in your sighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep sorrow : 
He, who with all Heaven's heraldry whilere 
Enter'd the world, now bleeds to give us ease; 
Alas, how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 

His infancy to seise ! 
O more exceeding love, or law more just ? 
Just law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 



OSXES. 29S 

For we, by rightful doom remediless. 
Were lost in death, till he, that dwelt above 
High thron'd in secret bliss, for us frail dust 
Emptied his glory even W nakedness ; 
And that great covenant which we still transgress 
Entirety satisftii) . * 

And the full wrath beside 
Of vengeful justi<;e })Gre for our excels ; 
And seals obedience first, with wounding smart. 
This day ; but O ! ere long. 
Huge pangs and strong- 
Will pierce more near his heart. 
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ON TBB 



DEATH OF A FAIR INFANT, 



DTINO OV A COUGH* 



I. 

O Fairest flower^ no sooner blown but blasted^ 
Soft silken primrose fkding timelessly^ 
Summer's chief honour^ if tbou hadst out-lasted 
Bleak Winter's force that made thy blossom dry ; 
For he, being amorous on that lovely dye 

That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to kiss. 
But kiird, alas ! and then bewail'd his &tal bliss. 

n. 

For since grim Aquilo, his charioteer^ 
By boisterous rape the Athenian damsel got^ 
He thought it touched his deity full near. 
If likewise he some fair one wedded not, 
Thereby to wipe away the infamous blot 
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Of iohg-uncoapled bed and childless eld. 
Which, ^mongst the wanton Gods, a foul reproach 
was held. 

III. 

So mounting up in icy-pearled car. 
Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander'd long, till thee he spied from far ; 
There ended was his quest, there ceas'd his caie : 
Down he descended from his snow-soft chair, 

But^ all unwares, with his cold kind embrace 
UnhousM thy virgin soul from her fair biding place. 

IV. 

Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 
For so Apollo, with unweeting hand. 
Whilom did slay his dearly-loved mate. 
Young Hyacinth, bom on Eurotas' strand. 
Young Hyacinth, the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transformed him to a purple flower : 
Alaclc, that so to change thee Winter had no power! 

V. 

Yet can I not persuade me thou art dead. 
Or that thy corse corrupts in earth's dark womb. 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. 
Hid from the world in a low-delved tomb ; 
Could Heaven for pity thee so strictly doom ? 
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Oh no I for something in ihy ftce did shin^ 
Abq^e mortality^ that showed thou wast divine. 

VI. 

Resolve me then^ oh Soul most surely blest^ 
(If so it be that thou these plaints dost hear;) 
Tell me bright Spirit^ where'er thou hoveresty 
Whether above that high first-moving sphere^ 
Or in the Elysian fields, (if such there were;) 
Oh say me true, if thou wert mortal wigb^ 
And why from us so quickly thou didst take thy 
flight? 

VII. 

Wert thou some star which from the ruin'd roof 
Of shak'd Olympus by mischance didst fall ; 
Which careful Jove in Nature's true behoof 
Took up, and in fit place did reinstall ? 
Or did of late Earth's sons besiege the wall 

Of sheeny Heaven, and thou, some Goddess fled. 
Amongst us here below to hide thy nectar^d head ? 

Vlll. 

Or wert thou that just Maid, who once befinre 
Forsook the hated earth, O tell me sooth. 
And cam'st again to visit us once more ? 
Or wert thou Mercy, that sweet-smiling youth ? 
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Or that crown'd matron sage white-robed Truth ? 

Or any other of that heavenly brood 
Let down in cloudy tlurone to do the world some 
good ? 

IX. 

Or wert thou of the golden-winged host. 
Who, having clad thyself in human weed. 
To earth from thy prefixed seat didst post. 
And after short abode fly back with speed. 
As if to shew what creatures heaven doth breed j 

Thereby to set the hearts of men on fire 
To scorn the sordid world, and unto heaven aspire ? 

X. 

But oh ! why didst thou not stay here below 
To bless us with thy heaven-lov'd innocence. 
To slake his wrath whom sin hath made our foe. 
To turn swift-rushing black Perdition hence. 
Or drive away the slaughtering Pestilence, 

To stand 'twixt us and our deserved smart ? 
But thou canst best perform that ofiice where thou art 

XI. 

Then thou, the Mother of so sweet a Child, / 
Her &lse-imagin'd loss cease to lament^ 
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And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild* 
Think what a present thou to God hast sent 
And render hun with patience what he lent • 

This if thou do^ he will an ofi&pring* give 
That, till the world's last end, shall make thy name 
to live. 
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ON TIME. 



Flv, envious Time^ till thou run out thy race ; 
Call on the lazy leaden-stepping hours^ 
Whose speed is but the heavy plummet's pace ; 
And glut thyself with what thy womb devours. 
Which is no more than what is false and vainji 
And merely mortal dross ; 
So little is our loss. 
So little is thy gain ! 

For#vhen as each thing bad thou hast entombM, 
And last of alf thy greedy self consumM, 
Then long Eternity shall greet our bliss 
With an individual kiss ; 
And Joy shall overtake us as a flood. 
When every thing that is sincerely good 
And perfectly divine. 

With Truth, and Peace, and Love, shall ever shine 
About the supreme throne 
Of him, to whose happy-making sight alone 
When once our heavenly-guided soul shall clime; 
Then, all this earthly grossness quit, 
Attir'd with stars, we shall for ever sit. 
Triumphing over Death, and Chance^ and thee, 
O Time. 
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AT A 

SOLEMN MUSICK, 



Blest pair of Syrens, pledges of Heaven's joy. 

Sphere-born harmonious sisters. Voice and Verse, 

Wed your divine sounds, and mixM power employ 

Dead things with inbreathed sense able to pierce; 

And to ourhigh-rais'd phantasy present 

That undisturbed song of piure cohcent. 

Aye sung before the sapphire-colour'd throne * 

To him that sits thereon, 

With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee ; 

Where the bright Seraphim, in burning row. 

Their loud up-lifted angel-trumpets blow; 

And the cherubick host, in thousand quires. 

Touch their immortal harps of golden wires^ 

With those j,ust Spirits that wear victorious palms. 

Hymns devout and holy psalms 

Singing everlastingly : 

That we on earth, with undiscording voice. 

May rightly answer that melodious noise ; 

As once we did, till disproportion^ sin 

Jarr'd against Nature's chime, and with harsh din 
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Broke the fair musick that all creatures made 

To their great Lord^ whose love their motion sway*d 

In perfect diapason^ whilst they stood 

In first obedience^ and their state of good* 

O^ may we soon again renew that song^ 

And keep in tune with Heaven, till God ere long 

To his celestial cpns(»rt us unite^ 

To live with him^ and sing in endless mom of light ! 
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AK 



EPITAPH 



OH TBS 



MARCHIONESS OF WINCHBSTBR. 



This rich marble doth inter 

The honour'd wife of Winchester, 

A Viscount's daughter^ an EarVs heir. 

Besides what her virtues fair 

Added to her noble birth, 

More than she could own from earth* 

Summers three times eight save one 

She had told; alas 1 too soon. 

After so short time of breath, 

To house with darkness, and with death. 

Yet had the number of her days 

Been as complete as was her praise. 

Nature and Fate had had no strife 

In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth, and her graces sweet. 
Quickly found a lover meet ; 
The virgin quire for her recfuest 
The God that sits at marriage feast ; 
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He at their Invoking came. 
But with a scarce well-lighted flame } 
And in his garland, as he stood. 
Ye might discern a cypress bud. 
Once had the early, matrons run 
To greet her of a lovely son. 
And now with second hop^e she goes, 
And calls Lucina to her throes ; 
But, whether by mischance or blame, 
Atropos for Lucina came ; 
And with remorseless cruelty 
Spoil'd at once both fruit and tree : 
The hapless babe, before his birth. 
Had burial, yet not laid in earth ; 
And the languished mother's womb 
Was not long a living tomb. 

So have I seen some tender slip, 
Sav'd with care from winter's nip. 
The pride of her carnation train, 
Pluck'd up by some unheedy swain. 
Who only thought to crop the flower 
New shot up from vernal shower 5 
But the fair blossom hangs the head 
Side-ways, as on a dying bed. 
And those pearls of dew, she wears. 
Prove to be presaging tears, . 
Which the sad mom Jiad let fall 
On her hastening fiineraL 

yoL. IV. X 
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Gentle Lady, may thy gnnre 
Peace and quiet ever have ; 
After this thy travel sore 
Sweet rest seize thee evermore, 
That, to give the world encreafle, 
ShortenM hast thy own life's lease* 
Here, besides the sorrowing 
That thy noble house doth brings 
Here be tears of perfect moan 
Wept for thee in Helicon ; 
And some ilowers, and some bays. 
For thy herse, to strew the ways. 
Sent thee from the banks of Cam^ 
Devoted to thy virtuous name ; 
Whilst thou, bright Saint, high sitst in glory;. 
Next her, much like to thee in story^ 
That fair Syrian shepherdess. 
Who, after years of barrennefs. 
The highly favoured Joseph bore 
To him that serv'd for her before, 
And at her next birth, much like thee. 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 
Far within the bosom bright 
Of blazing Majesty and Light : 
There with thee, new welcome Saint, 
Like fortunes may her soul acquaint. 
With thee there clad in radiant sheen. 
No Marchioness, but now a Queen. 
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SONG 



ON 



MAY MORNING. 



Now the bright Morning-star, day's harbinger. 
Comes dancing from the east, and leads with her 
The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip and the pale primrose. 
Hail, bounteous May, that dost inspire 
Mirth, and youth, and warm desire ; 
Woods and groves are of thy dressing. 

Hill, and dale, doth boast thy blessing. 
Thus we salute thee with our early song, 

m 

And welcome thee^ and wish thee long. 
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MISCELLANIES. 



MISCELLANIES. 



ANMO iETATIS XDC. 



At a Vacation Exbrciss in the Collbgb^ pai^t 
Latin^ part English. TTie Latin speeche$ endedy 
the English thiis began. 



Hail^ native Luiguage^ that by sinews weak 
Didst move my first endeavouring tongue to speak, 
And mad^st imperfect words with childish trips^ 
Half unpronouncM, slide through my infant-lips^ 
Driving dumb silence from the portal door. 
Where he had mutely sat two years before : 
Here I salute thee^ and thy pardon ask. 
That now I use thee in my latter task : 
Small loss it is that thence can come unto thee, 
t know my tongue but little grace can do thee : 



S12 MISCELLANIES. 

Thou need'st not be ambitious to be first^ 

Believe me I have thither pack'd the worst : 

And^ if it happen as I did forecast^ 

The daintiest dishes shall be serv'd up last* 

I pray thee then deny me not thy aid 

For this same small neglect that I have made : 

But haste thee straight to do me once a pleasure 

And from thy wardrobe bring thy chiefest treasure^ 

Not those new-fangled toys, and trimming slight 

Which takes our late frntasticks with delight; 

But cull those richest robes, and gay'st attire, 

Which deepest spirits and choicest wits desire* 

I have some naked thoughts that rove about,' 

And loudly knock to have their passage out ; 

And, weary of their place, do only stay. 

Till thou hast deck'd them in thy best array ; 

That so they may, without suspect or fears. 

Fly swiftly to this fair assembly's ears 3 

Yet I had rather, if I were to choose. 

Thy service in some graver subject use. 

Such as may make thoe search thy coffers round. 

Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound : 

Such where the deep transported mind may soar 

Above the wheeling poles, and at Heaven's door 

Look in, and see each blissful Deity 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie. 

Listening to what unshorn Apollo sings 

To the touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 
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Immortal nectar to her kingly sire : 
Then passing through the spheres of watchful fire^ 
And misty regions of wide air next under^ . 
And hills of snow^ and lofts of piled thunder^ . 
May tell at length how green-ey*d Neptune raves. 
In Heaven's defiance mustering all his waves ; 
Then sing of secret. things that came to pass 
When beldam Nature in her cradle was ; 
And last of kings, and queens, and heroes old, 
Such as the wise Demodocus once told 
In solemn songs at king Alcinous* feast, 
While sad Ulysses' soul, and all the rest. 
Are held, with his melodious harmony. 
In willing chains and sweet captivity. 
But fie, my wandering Muse, how thou dost stray ! 
Expectance calls thee now another way ; 
Thou know*st it must be now thy only bent 
To keep in compass of thy predicament : 
Then quick about thy purposed business come. 
That to the next I may resign my room. 



S14 MISCELLANIES. 



Then Ens is represented as father qf the Pre* 
dicaments his two sans, tthereqf the eldest 
stood for Substance with his canons^ wkieh 
Ens, thus speakmgy explains. 



Good luck befriend thee. Son } tor, at tlij \3Srib, 

The faery ladies dancM upon the hearth; 

Thy drowsy nurse hath sworn she did them s[ne 

Come tripping to the room where thou didst lie. 

And sweetly singing round about thy bed. 

Strew all their blessings on thy sleeping head. 

She heard them give thee this, that thou shouldst 

still 
From eyes of mortals walk invisible : 
Yet there is something that doth force irty fear ; 
For once it was my dismal hap to hear 
A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age, 
That far events full wisely could presage. 
And, in time's long and dark prospective glass. 
Foresaw what future days should bring to pass ; 
*' Your son,'* said she, (^* nor can you it prevent) 
Shall subject be to many an Accident. 
O'er all his brethren he shall reign as king. 
Yet every one shall make him underling ; 
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And those, that cannot live from him asunder^ 

Ungratefully shall strive to keep him under ; 

In worth and excellence he shall Qut-go them. 

Yet being above them, he shall be below them ; 

From others he shall stand in need of nothing, 

Yet on his brothers shall depend for clothing. 

To find a foe it shall not be his hap. 

And Peace shall lull him in her flowery lap; 

Yet shall he live in strife^ and at his door 

Devouring War shall never cease to roar ; 

Yea, it shall be his natural property 

To harbour those that are at enmity. 

What power, what force, what mighty spell, if not 

Your learned hands, can loose this Grordian knot V*^ 
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BOSCELLANIES. 



The next Quantity and Quality spctke in prose ^ 
then Relation wcls called by hin name. 



Rivers^ arise ; whether thou be the son 

Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or gulphy Dun^ 

Or Trent, who, like some Earth-bom giant^ spreads 

His thirty arms along the indented meads; 

Or sullen Mole, that runneth underneath ; 

Or Severn swift, guilty of maiden's deaths 

Or rocky Avon, or of sedgy Lee, 

Or coaly Tine, or ancient hallow'd Dee ; 

Or JIumber loud, that keeps the Scythian's name; 

Or Mcdway smooth, or royal-tower'd Thame. 



\The rest was prose."] 
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AN 

EPITAPH 

ON THE ADMIRABLE BBAMATICK FOET^ 

fF. SHAKSPEARE. 



What needs my Shalcspeare^ for his hcmour'dboDe^ 

The labour of an age in piled stones ? 

Or that his hallow'd reliques should be hid 

Under a star-ypointed pyramid ? 

Pear son of memory, great heir of fame. 

What need'st thou such weak witness of thy name ? 

Thou, in our wonder and astonishment. 

Hast built thyself a live*long monument. 

For whilst, to the shame of slow endeavouring art,. 

Thy easy numbers flow ; and that each heart 

Hath, from the leaves of thy unvalued book. 

Those Delphick lines with deep im[»'ession took; 

Then thou, our fancy of itself bereaving. 

Dost make us marble with too much conceiving; 

And, so sep&lcher'd, in such pomp dost lie, . 

That kings, for such a tomb, would wish to die. 



S18 AOSCELLANIES. 



ON.THB 

UNIVERSITY CARRIER, 

Who sickened in tlie time of his vacancy^ being 
forbid to go to London, by reason 
of the plague* 



Here lies old Hobson ; Death hath broke his girt. 

And here, alas ! hath laid him in the dirt ; 

Or eUe the ways being fool, twenty to one. 

He's here stuck in a sloogh, and oyerthrown. 

Twas such a shifter, that, if truth were ktiown. 

Death was half glad when he had got him down ; 

For he had, any time this ten years full, 

Dodg'd with him betwixt Cambridge and T%e Bull. 

And surely Death could never have prevail'd. 

Had not his weekly course of carriage fail'd; 

But lately finding him so long at home. 

And thinking now his journey's end was come. 

And that he had ta'en up his latest inn. 

In the kind office of a chamberlin 

Show'dhim his room where he must lodge that 

night, 
Puird off his boots, and took away the light : 
If any ask for him, it shall be sed, 
** Hobson has supt, and's newly gone to bed/' 
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AnGther^ ontheume. 



Hbrs lieth one^ wbo did most truly pratre 
That he could tiever die while be could move; 
«§o hung his destiny^ never to rot 
While he might still Jog on and keep liis tt»^ 
Made of sphepe-mcAal, never to deeir^ 
Until his revolodon was at stay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
'Gainst old truth) motion numbered out his time : 
And like an engine, movM witb wheel and weighs 
His principles being ceas'd, be ended sitraight* 
Rest, that gives all men life, gave him his death. 
And too much breathing put him out of bveath ; 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm. 
Too long vacation hastened on his term. 
Merely to drive the time away he fiidcen^d; 
Fainted, and died, nor would widi ale be quicken'd 
** Nay, " quoth he, on his swooning be4 out- 

stretch'd. 
If I mayn't carry, sure FU ne'er be fetchM, 
But vow, though the cross doctors all stood hearen. 
For one carrier put down to make six. te«x^\^*' 
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Ease was his chief disease ; and to judge rights 

He died for heaviness that his cart went light : 

His leisure told him that his tiiiie was come 

And lack of load made his life burdensome^ 

That even to his last breath, (there be that say't) 

As he were press'd to death, he cried. More weight ; 

But, had his doings lasted as they were. 

He had been an immortal carrier. 

Obedient to the moon he spent his date 

Ih course reciprocal, and had his fate 

Link'd to the mutual flowing pf the seas. 

Yet (strange to think) his wain was his^ encrease i- 

His letters are delivered all and goii^e. 

Only remains this superscription. 
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On theneiv Forcers of Conscience under the 
Lang Parliament. 



Bbcausb you tiave tlirown off your Prelate Lord, 
And with stiff vows renouncM his Liturgy, 
To seise the widow*d whore Plurality 
Fj^om them whose sin ye envied, not ahhor'd 3 

Dare ye for this adjure the civil sword 

To force our consciences that Christ set free. 
And ride us with a classick hierarchy 
Taught ye by mere A. S. and Rotherford ? 

Men, whose life, learning, faith, and pure intent. 
Would have been held in high esteem with Paul^ 
Must now be nam'd and printed Hereticks 

By shallow Edwards and Scotch what d'ye call : 
But we do hope to find out all your tricks^ 
Your plots and packing worse than those of Trent, 

That so the Parliament^ 

May, with their wholesome and preventive shears. 

Clip your phylacteries, though bauk your ears. 

And succour our just feai^s. 

When they shall read this clearly in your charge, 

New Presbyter is but old Priest writ large. 
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TRANSLATIONS. 



THE FIFTH ODE OF HORACE^ 

LIB. I. 

TV HAT slender youth^ bedew'd with liquid odouft^ 
Courts thee on roses in some pleasant cave, 

Pyrrha? For whom bi^id'st thou 

In wreaths thy golden hair. 
Plain in thy neatness ? O^ how oft shall he 
On faith and changed Gods complain, and seas 

Rough with black winds, and storms 

Unwonted shall admire ! 
Who now enjoys thee credulous, all gold. 
Who always vacant, always amiable 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales 

Unmindful^ Haplesithe^, 
To whom ihoM untried seem'st faix I Me, in vow'd 
Picture, the sacred wall declares to have hung 

My dank and dropping weeds 

To the stem God of sea^ 



S26 TRANSLATIONS, 



FROM 

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH. 



Brutus thtis addresses Diana in the country of 

LboqAcia. 

Goddess of shades^ and hvatress^ who at will 
Walk'st on the rowling spheres^ and through die 

deep; 
On thy thivd reign, tfce earthy lodfe n(^> and feB 
What land, what seat of re^, thoH bidst me seekj 
What certain seat, where I may WorehJp thee 
For aye, with temples vow'd and vii*gih quires. 

To whonij sleeping before the a/tar, Diana answers 
in a vision the same night.* 

Brutus, far to the west, in the ocean wide. 
Beyond the realm of Ganl, a land there lies. 
Sea-girt it lies, where giants dwelt of old ; 
Now void, it fits thy people : Thither hend 
Thy course 5 there shak thou find a lasting seat ; 
There to thy sons another Trc^ shall rise. 
And kings be born of tl>ee, whose dreadftd mijght 
Shall awe the world, and conquer nations bold. 
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From Dantb. 

Ah Constantine^ of how much ill was cnmsc. 
Not thy conversion^ but those rich domains 
That the first wealthy pope received of thee. 

tfMA DanM. 

Founded in chaste and hoHible poverty^ 
'Gainst them that rais'd thee dost thou lift thy horn^ 
Impudent whore? where hast thou plac'd thy hope 
In thy adulterers^ or thy ill-got wealth ? 
Another Constantlne cOmes not in haste. 

From ARiosTOt 

Then pass'd he to a flowery mountain green^ 
Which once smelt sweety now stinks as odiously : 
Thb was the gift, if you the truth will have^ 
That Constantine to goo<f Sylvester gave. 

From Horaob* 

Whom do we count a good man ? Whom but he 
Who keeps the laws and statutes of the senate. 
Who judges in great suits and controversies. 
Whose witness and opinion wins the cause ? 
But his own house, and the whole neighbourhood. 
Sees his foul inside through his whited skin. 
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From Euripides. 

This is true liberty, when freebom men^ 
} laving to advise the public, may speak free ; 
Which he who can, and will, deserves high praise: 
Who neither cap, nor will, may hold his peace ; 
What can 1^ a juster in a state than this ? 

From Horace. 

Laughing, to teach tjie truth;. 



What binders ? As some teacl^ers give to bpys 
Junkets and knacks, that they may learn apace. 



From Horacs;, 

Joking decides great things. 



Stronger and better oft than earnest can. 

From Sophocles, 

*Tis you that say it, not L You do the deeds, 
An4 your ungodly deeds find me the words. 



From Seneca. 
There can be slain 



No sacrifice to God more acceptable. 
Than an unjust and wicked king. 
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PSALM L 

PONS INTO VERS^^ 1653. 



Blbssed is die man who hath not walk'd ilstray 
In counsel of the wicked; and i' the way 
Of sinners hath not stood; and in the seat 
Of scomers hath not sat. Snt in the great 
Jehovah's law is ever his delight; 
And in his law he studies day and night* 
^e shall be as a tree which planted grow^ 
By watery streams; and in his season ]uiows 
To yield his fruit; and his leaf shall not fall> 
And what he takes in hand shall prosper all. 
Not so the wicked; but as chaff which fann'd 
The wind drives; sq the wicked shall not stand 
In judgement; or abide theii; trial then; 
Nor sinners in the assembly of just men. 
For the Lord knows the upright way of the just. 
And the way of bad men to ruin must. * 



SSO TRANSLATI0H5. 



PSALM II. 

Done Aug. 8, l653. Terzetti. 



Why do the Gentiles tumult, and the Nations 
Muse a vain thing, the kings of the eartb iinsfanii 
With power^ and princes in their ccmgregafions 

Lay deep their plots together through each land 
Against the Lord and his Messiah dear 7 
Let us break off, say they, by strength of hand 

Their bonds, and cast from us, no more to wear, 
I'heir twisted cords: He, who in heaven doth 

dwell, 
Shall laugh; the Lord shall scofF them; then 
severe. 

Speak to them in his wrath, and in hb fell 
And fierce ire trouble them ; but I, saith he. 
Anointed have my King (though ye rebel) 

On Sion my holy hill. A firm decree 
1 will decjare : The Lord to me hath said. 
Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee 

This day ; ask of me, and the grant is made ; 
As thy possession I on thee bestow 
The Heathen ; and, as thy conquest to be svvay'd. 
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Earth^s utmost bouads^} them shalt thou bring fiill 
low 
With iron scepter bruised, and them disperse 
Like to a potter's vessel shivered so. 

And now be wise at leng&i ye kings averae^ 
Be taught^ ye Judges of the earth ; , with fear 
Jehovah serve, and let yovtt joy eonvei'se 

With trembling 3 kiss the Son lest be i^ear 
In anger, and ye periBh in the way. 
If once his wrath tabA 6rt, Vke fiiel s^e. 

Happy all those who bflve in him thdir slay. 






532 TRANSIATIONSL 

PSALM in. 

Aug. 9» 1653. 

WHBN HB fLBD VBOM ABSAJLOM* 

liORD^ hew many are itey foes ! 
How many those^ 
That in anns against me rifle ! 
Many are they. 
That of my life distnirtfiilly thus say ; 
No help for him in God there lies* 
But thou. Lord, art my shield, my gloiyy 
Thee, through my story. 
The exalter of my head I count 5 
Aloud I cried 
Unto Jehovah, he full soon replied. 
And heard me from his holy mount. 
I lay and slept ; I wak'd again j 
For my sustain 
Was the Lord. Of many millions 
The populous rout 
I fear not, though, encamping round about^ 
They pitch against me their pavilions. 
Rise, Lord ; save me, my God \ for thou 
Hast smote ere now 
On the cheek-bone all my foes. 
Of men abhorr'd 
Hast broke the teeth. This help was from the IjxA] 
Thy blessing on thy people flows. 
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PSALM IF. 

Avi%. lOy 1653, 

Answbb me Mrhen I call, 
God of my righteousness ; 
In straights, and in distress. 
Thou didst me disenthrall 
And set at large; now spare. 

Now pity me, and hear my earnest pmyer. 
Great ones, how long will ye 
My glory Jiave in scorn ? 
How long be thus forbom 
Still to love vanity ? 
To love, to seek, to prize. 

Things fake and vain, and nothing else but lies ? 
Yet know the Lord hath cho^e. 
Chose to himself apart. 
The good and meek of heart ; 
(For whom to choose he knows) 
Jehovah from on high 

Will hear my voice, what time to him I cry. 
Be awM and do not sin ; 
Speak to your hearts alone. 
Upon your beds, each one. 



aS4 TRANSIATJIONS. 

And be at peace within. 
Offer the offerings just 

Of righteousness^ and in Jehovah trust. 
Many there be that say. 
Who yet will show us good ? 
Talking like this world's brood ; 
But, Lord, thus let me pray | 
On us lift up the light. 

Lift up the favour of thy countenance bright 
Into my heart more joy 
And gladness thou hast put. 
Than when a year of glut 
Their stores doth over-cloy. 
And from tlieir plenteous gromids 

With vast encrease their corn and wine abounds^ 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and sleep ; 
For thou alone dost keep 
Me safe where'er I lie ; 
As in a rocky cell 

Thou, Lord, alone, in safety mak'st me dwell* 



THAN^JLATJQUS. m 



PSALM r. 

Jbhovah^ to my weids give ear^ 
My medita^oa weigh ; 
The voice of my oompIaiiuDg liea]^ 
My King and God; for unto thee I psay* 
Jehova)^ thou my ^ady vcdce 
Shalt in Ae moming hear; 
r the mom|(ig I to thee with chcuoe 
Will rank my prayers, an4 wateh liljl thou appear* 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickedness d^li^t ; 
Evil with thae no .biding' makes ; 
Fools or mad men stand jv»t «it)uD tSy- fiighi. 
All workers of iniquity 

Thou hat?st ; and them unblest 
Thou wilt destroy that speak a lye \ 
The bloody and guileful man Qod doth detest. 
But I will^ in thy mercies dear^ 

Thy numerous mercies^ go 
Into thy house ; I^ in thy fear. 
Will towards thy holy temple worship low. 
Lord, lead me in thy righteousness. 

Lead me, because of those 
That do observe if I transgress; 
Set tby ways right before^ where my step goc^s. 
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FoTj in his fidtering moudi unstable^ 

No word is firm or sooth ; 
Their inside^ troubles miserable ; 
An open grave their thiy>at, their tongue theysmoodb 
God^ find them guilty, let them fidl 

By their own counsels quell'd ; 
Push them in their rebellions all 
Still on ; for against thee they have rebeU'd. 
Then all, who trust in thee, shall bring 

Their joy; while thou from blame 
Defend'st them they shall ever sing 
And shall tridmph in thee, who love ibj name* 
For thou, Jehovah, wilt be found 

To bless the just man still ; 
As with a shield, thou wilt surround 

with thy lasting &vour and good will. 
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LoRD^ in thine anger do not reprehend me^ 

Nor in thy hot di£(pleasure me correct; 

Pity me. Lord, for I am much deject. 

And very weak and faint; heal and amend me : 

For all my bones, that even with anguish ake. 

Are troubled, yea my soul is troubled sore. 

And thou, O Lord, how long ? Turn, Lord : re- 
store 
My soul; O save me for thy mercies sake : 
For in death no remembrance is of thee; 

Who in the grave can celebrate thy praise ? 

Wearied I am with sighing out my days : 
Nightly my couch I make a kind of sea ; 
My bed I water with my tears ; mine eye 

Through grief consumes, is waxen old and dark 

I' the midst of all mine enemies that mark. 
Depart from me ; for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard ; the Lord hath heard my 
prayer ; 

My supplication with acceptance fair 

VOL. IV. Z 
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The Lord will own^ and have me in his keeping. 
Mine enemies shall all be blank, and dashed 

With much confunon ; then, grofwn red irith 
sliame. 

They shall return in haste Ae way they cam^ 
And in a moment shaU be quite abashed. 
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PSALM VJl. 

Aug. 14, 1653. 

Upan the words of Ckush the Benjamke 

against him. 

LoRD^ tny God^ jtQ ;diee I fly ; 
Save me and secu|^ me wder 
Thy protection, wkj^^ I cry; 
Lest, as a lion, (and no wondier) 
He haste to.^^ j^ .^ul ^sunder. 
Tearing, and no rescue nigh. 

Lord, my God, if I ^ve though 
Or done this ; ifwickednf»is 
Be in my hands ; \£ I have ^vrpuglit 
111 to him that meant me p^u;^ ; 

Or tohim have render'4!}|B^> 
And not freed my foe for nought ; 



.1 



Let the enemy .punfpis^ my 9oul, 

And. overtake it; ^athipi. thread . < i 

My life down to the es^xJ^i suod roll 

In the dust my gloi^,4^^» 
In the dust 5 and,.^r^,qijHpi5C^#:i 
Lodge it with dishonour foul. 
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Rise, Jehovah, in thine ire, 

Rous J thyself ami(!k>t the rage 

Of my fot»s that irrge like fere ; 

And wake ftn* me, their fuiy asswage ; 

Judgment hcTc thou didst engage 

A; id command, which Ideare. 

So the as^^embfies of each nation 
Will smround thee, seeking right; 
Tlience to tliy glorious habitation 
Return on high, and in their sight. 
Jehovah judgetli most upright 
All people from the world's fouQdatioo< 

Judge mc. Lord ; be judge in this 
According to my righteousness, 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me : cause at length to cease 
Of evil men the wickedness 
And their power that do amiss. 

But the just establish fast, 

Since thou art the just God, that tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is east 

My defence, and in hhn lies. 

In lilm who^ both just and wise, 

Saves the u])right of heart at last. 



God is a ju9t judge and severe. 

And God is everj day offended ; 

If the unjust wi^ Q«t forVeaft . 

His sword he whets, his bow hath bended 

Already^ and for him iatooded. r • 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 
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(His arrows purposely made he 

For them tjmtiperseeute.) Be;)k)ld][ VI :> ij ..^ .\ ^ 

He tntTels b^ widx vinity ;> ■ t-. .. .., . 

Trouble heihath coneeiv'd of: old, ; o/j 

As inawoinb; andfiEom:th9l;iBai4d; „■ , .o 

Hath at length brought forth a lie. 

He di^'dl a piV &nd delv'd it deep, , 
And fell into the pit .he made^ , ^ , . 
Hb mischief, that dne oouise dpth kee^,, 
Turns on his head ; and his ill trade 
Of viol^ni;ejvilL;uudelaY'd, .. . 
Fall OH hjb crown with ruin st^ep. 

Then will 1 Jehovah's, pr^e. 
According to his justice raise, . . 
And sing the Name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the Most High. . , 
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PSALM VII t. 



Aug. 14; 1^58. 



O Jehovah our Lbt^ how mmderaui g^ 
And glorious is thy Name tliroi%h all '1 

So as above the hekveiid thy pndse tb afct 
Out of the ikcOt^ nko^ktte df Iht&st 



Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou 
Hast founded slrehgth, becAii^ bf kll tBy fbfa. 

To stint the enemy^ and sHck the AVfefagter^s binoW) 
That beiids his ralg'e thy Pibvidehcfe to appose-. 

When I behold thy heaV^n's, tK;^ finfeers' art. 
The moon, and stafe, ^hfch thb\i ^ bright hart 
set 

In the pure firmament ; then ^itfi 'isj hehrt^ 
O, what is man that thbu teibiembteSt yct^ 

And think'st upon him 5 or of hiih bfe^6t. 
That him thou visit'st, and of him art found ! 

Scarce to be less tlian God*s thou mad'st his lot. 
With honour and with state thou hast him crown'd. 



IfiAMSIATIOMS. SW 

O'er die works of thy hand thou mad'st him Lordj 
Thou hast put all under his lordly feet ; 

All flocks, and )ierds^ by tlqr c^iipnianding word. 
All beasts, that in the field, or forest meet. 

itinri 4f the ileai«Q% land Jsh duttthrwi^ 

Sea-paHit m ihoik ito 4lUd^ ted know no deiirth, 

O Jehovah our Lord, how wonderous great 
And glorious jid^ Naittfs lhiM|$h all the earth ! 









April, 16118. J.M- • 

jyTtne q/ /Ae Psalms done into metres wherein aU^ bid 
: whaiisin a dijg^rint chdraeier^ mreikeieiy wtn^ 
of the iext^ trantloiedfrom 4he origimlLt 

■I ..,/*■■•.'* •'• ' * 

PSJLM LXXX. I .{ : 



1. Thou Shepherd, that dost Israel keep 
Give ear in time of need ? 

Who leadest like a flock of sheep 

TTiy loved Joseph*s i^eed j 
That sitt'st between the Cherubs brighty 

Between their wings o^it^spread; 

Shine forth, and from thy cloud give lighiy 

And on our foes thy dread. 

2. In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, 
And in Manasse's sight. 

Awake thy strength, come, and be seen 
To save us by thy might. 

3. Turn us again, thy grace divine 
To uSy O God, vouchsafe; 
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Cause thou thy face on us to flhiue^ 
And then we shall be.safie.' 

■ ■ ■ 

4. Lord God of Hosts, hoif long wik thou. 
How long wilt thou declare 

Thy smoliiDg^miih,aMaHgty brow 

Against thy people's prayer ! 

• » - 

5. Thou feed'st them with the bread of tears ; 
Their bread with tears they eat ; 

And mak'st them laigely drink the tears 
JFherewith their cheeks are wet. 

6. A strife thou mak'st us and a prey 
To every neighbour foe j 

Among themselves they laugh, they phy^ 
And flouts at us they throw. 

7* Return us, and thy grace dMne^ 

O God of Hosts, vouchsafe ; 
Cause thou thy face on us to shilie^ 

And then we shall be'safe. ' 

8. A vine from Egypt fhou hast brought^ 

Thy free love made it thine^ 
And drov'st out nations, proud and ha/ui^ 

To plant this Uwety vine. 



• • ■ 
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9 Thou didst preptne Sor it a pkee> 

And root it deep and ftst. 
That it began to grow apace, 

10. With her ^mte shade liiat ceiMM ^ 
The hills were ovef-^pn^ifepd^ 

Her boughs as high as cedars tall. 
jidvam*d their Uftgf hernia 

11. Here braaches <m the ^ieeei«tn side 
Down to the sea she seal^ 

And uptvard to that river wide 
Her other bcaacfaes went. 

1 2. Why hast thou laid her hedges iow^ 
And broken down her fence. 

That all may pluck her, as they go, 
TFith rudest violence ? 

13. The tusked boitf ^out of the wodd 
Up turns it by the roots ; 

Wild beasts there brouze, and make iheir food 
Her grapes and tender sfioots^ 

14. Return now, God of Hosts, look down 
From Heaven, thy seat divine ; 

Behold us, but without afroum, 
And visit this thy vine. 



15. Visit this vine which thy right hand 
Hath set, ancLplapted Jmg^ 

And the young branch, that fef thyself 
Thou hast made firm imd strong. 

16. But now it is consumed with fire, 
AndcuitiSAd^S^Wfa- 

They perish at thy drcidfid fire. 
At thy rebuki ana ha^. 

17. Upon the man of thy right hand 
Let thy jf ooc2 hand be faicf ; 

Upon the son of man, whfka tholi 
Strong for thysdif hast madew 

18. So shall we not go back from thee 
To ways 4fsin wnd skame ; 

iiluicken us thou ; thbi j^lodi^ \V6 
Shall call upon tfcy Nan»ei 

19. Return us, cmd thy greux divine. 
Lord God of VLestk, toueksafe:; 

Cause thou thy face on us to siiinb^ 
And then we shall iJeiyfer • 



,\ 
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PSJLM LXKXI. 



1. To God our strength ^Ing Iqod| and dear^ 
Sing loud to God our King} 

To Jacob's God^ that all may hedr, 

• ^ - - .1 

Loud acclamations ring. 

2* Prepare a faymn^ prepare a song. 

The timbrel hither bring; . 
The cheerful psaltery bring along. 

And harp with pleasant string* 

3. Blow, a^ is wont, in the new moon 
With trumpets' lofty sounds 

The appointed time, the day whereon 
Our solemn feast comes round. 

4. This was a statute given of old 
For Israel to observe; 

A law of Jacob's God> toAotd, 

From whence they might not swerve. 

5. This he a testimony ordain'd 
In Joseph, not to change. 



I ^ 



When as li€ pttSsM throij^ &g7pt land; ' ' •/ • 
The tongue I heard wsts sttin^e* • ' ' 

*»<»«M\ •, I ■ t . , ■ •-/ 



6« From burden^ andfr6m sktvhhfoil, 

I set his shoulder free : 
His hands from pots^ and miry soil. 

Delivered were by me. 

7* When trouble did thee sore assail, 

0» m^ /Aen didst thou call j 
And I to free thee didnotfail, 

And led thee out of thrall* 
I answered thee in thund^ deep. 

With clouds encompassed round; 
I tried thee at the wat^r steep , 

Of Meriba renou^V* 



7 
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8. Hear, Omy Peoplej^/b^^ttitftt;; .j./uV 

* * « « 

I testify to thee, 
TTumttncimf^ockff.lsfatl^, ,, f | f , .,, ,...|t .i ! 
If tfiou wilt list to m^vf •, ' , o -.». v,-^ wirt 

9. Throughout the land of tbyidxxle^'^ - .^^ -^ • V 
No alien God shall be. 

Nor shalbAo^i toJitifobeigB Ood - ^ >^- •' . .V .« i 
In honour bend thy )diee«' !• - hiJiI ch //.. ; JV. 



10. I am the l^r4 % Qo^^^i feawgb^ 

Thee out of Egypt J«|jd| , r , : ' , 
Ask large enough^ and I^ besaughty 

Will grant t^y faU AeWSBd- 

1 1 . And yet my peopji? ^5^9^,4 Wt Af^Tf 
iVbr hearken to my voice ; 

And Israel, whom Ilov'd so dear, 
Mislik'd me for his choice* 



'» I 



12, Then did I leave them to 
And to their wander^^ piijad * 

Their own conceits they foljiow'fl stjill^ 
Their own devices^ bli^d* 



f , • > 



13, O, that my people woulfl.ie tuUe, 
To serve me all their days ! 

And O^ that Israel would advise 
To walk ray righteous ways! 



14, Then would I soon bring down their fbes. 
That now so proudly rise ; 

And turn my hand against all those. 
That are their j^iiqsues. 

15. Who hate the Lord diould Men he fain 
j?b bow to him and bead s . 



But tkey, Mspeaphy should remain^ 
Their time ^umkl have no end* 

16. And he would feed them /rom the shock 

With flower of finest wbeat^ 
And satisfy them from the rock 

With honey ^^ ^^^ 9i}ea/. 



I. 



\ 



* ' '."> \ 



• . .,1 

• s ■ 



. I • • ' <_ 






»52 TRANSLATIONI^ 



PSALM LXXXIL 



1. God in the great assembly stands 
Of kings and lordly states ; 

Among the Gods^ on both his hands^ 
He judges and debates, 

2. How long will ye pervert the right 
With judgement false and wrong. 

Favouring the wicked hy your might. 
Who thence grow bold and strong? 

S. Regard the weak and fatherless. 
Despatch the poor man's cause; 

And raise the man in deep distress 
By just and equal laws. 

4. Defend the poor and desolate. 
And rescue from the hands 

Of wicked men the low estate 
Of him that help demands. 

5. They know not, nor will understand. 
In darkness they walk on • 



TRANSLATIONiS, S5S 

Tlie eSirth's foundations all are mov'd, 
And out of order gone. 

f>. I said that ye were Gods, yea all 
Tlie sons of God Most High ; 

7. But ye shall die like men^ and fall 
As other princes die 4 

8. Rise, God ; judge thou the earth in mighty 
This ivicked earth redress ; 

For thou art he who shall by right 
The nations all possess « 



▼OL. IV, A a 
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PSALM LXXXIII. 



1. Be not thou silent now at kmgthy 
O God, hold not thy peace ; 

Sit thou not still, O God of strength. 
We cry, and do not cease^ 

2. For lo, thy furious foes new swell. 
And storm outrageously ; 

And they that hate tliee, proud and fell, 
Exalt their heads full high. 

3. Against thy people they contrive 
Their plots and counsels deep ; 

Them to ensnare they chiefly strive. 
Whom thou dost hide and keep. 

4. Come, let us cut them off, say they. 
Till they no nation be ; 

That Israel's name for ever may 
Be lost in memory. 

5. For they consult with all their might. 
And all, as one in mind. 
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Themselves against thee they nnke^ 
And in firm union bind* 

€. The tents of Edom^ and the brood 

Of scornful Ishmael^ 
Moabj with them of Hagar's brood 

That in the desart dw^U, 

7. Gebal and Ammon there conspire, 
And hateful Amalec^ 

The Philistines, and they of Tyre, 
Whose bounds the sea doth check. 

8. With them great Ashur also bands, 
And doth confirm the knot : 

All these have lent their armed hands 
To aid the sons of Lot. 

9. Do to them as to Midian bold, 
That wasted all the coast; 

To Sisera 3 ondf as is tokt. 
Thou didst to Jabin's host. 

When, at the brook of Kishon old, 
OThey were repulsed emd 4d^ 

10. At Endor quite cut oflF, and roU'd 
As dung upoA the pbin. 

Aa2 
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11. As Zeb and Oreb evil sped. 
So let their princes speed ; 

As Zeba and Zalmunna bledj 
So let their princes bleed. 

12. For they amidst their pride have said. 
By right now shall we seise 

God's houses, and will now invade 
Their stately palaces. 

13. My God, oh make them as a wheel. 
No quiet let them find ; 

Giddy and restless let tliem reel 
Like stubble from the wind. 

14. As when an aged wood takes fire 
Which on a sudden stray Sy 

The greedy flame runs higher and higher 
Till all the mountains blaze; 

15. So with thy whirlwind them pursue. 
And with thy tempest chase j 

16. And, till they yield thee honour due. 
Lord, fill with shame their face. 

17* Asliam'd, and troubled, let them be. 
Troubled, and shamM for ever; 
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Ever confounded, and so die 

With shame, and * scape it never, 

18. Then shall they know, that TIiou, whose Name 

Jehovah is alone. 
Art the Most High, and Thmi the same 

O'er all the earth art One. 



S5S TRANSLATIONS, 



PSALM LXXXir, 



1. How lovely are thy dwelling feir ! 
O Lord of Hosts^ how dear 

The pleasant tabernacles are^ 
Where thou dost dwell so near ! 

2. My soul doth long and almost die 
Thy courts, O Lord, to see j 

My heart and flesh aloud dp cry, 
O living God, for thee, 

S. There even now the sparrow ^ freed from ivrongy 

Hath found a house of rest ; 
The swallow there, to lay her young 

Hath built her brooding nest 3 
Even by the altars. Lord of Hosts, 

They find their safe abode ; 
And home they fly from round the coasts 

Toward thee, my King, my God, 

4. Happy, who in thy house reside, 
Where thee they ever praise ! 
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5. Happy^ whose strength in tliee doth bide^ 
And in their hearts thy ways ! 

6. They pass through Baoa's tturisty ttAe, 
JTiat dry and barren ground ; 

As through a Atiitfii! M«««ry ^1^5 
Where springs and showers abound^. 

7« They journey on from strength to sH^^ngth 

WUhjoy and gladsome cheer. 
Till all before our God at length 

In Sion do appear. 

8. Ix>rd God of Hosts^ hear now my prayer, 
O Jacob's God give ear 5 

9. Thou God, our shield, look on the face 
Of thy anointed dear. 

10. For one day in thy courts to be 
Is better, and more blest, 

Than in the joys of vanity 

A thousand days at best. 
I, in the temple of my God, 

Had rather keep a door. 
Than dwell in tents, and rich abode. 

With sin ybr evermore. 
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11. For God the Lord, both sun and shield^ 
Gives grace and glory bright ; 

No good from them shall be witheld 
Whose ways are just and right, 

12. Lord God of Hosts, thai reign^st on highj 
That man is trufy blest. 

Who onfy on thee doth rely. 
And in thee only r^t 
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PSALM LXXXr. 



1. Thy land to favour gmciously 
Thou hast not Lord been slack ; 

Thou hast from hard captivity 
Returned Jacob back. 

2. The iniquity thou didst forgive 
17iat wrought thy people woe ; 

And as their sin, that did thee grieve, 
Hast hid^ where none shall know^ 

3. Thine anger all thou hadst remov*d. 
And calmly didst return 

From thy fierce wrath which we had proved 
Far worse than fire to burn. 

4. God of our saving health and peace. 
Turn us, and us restore ; 

Thine indignation cause to cease 
Towards us, and chide no more, 

5. Wilt thou be angry without end. 
For ever angry thus ? 
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Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend 
From age to age on us ? 

6. Wilt thou not turn and hear our vaice^ 
And us again revive. 

That so thy people may rejoice 
By thee preserved alive ? 

7. Cause us to see thy goodness. Lord, 
To us thy mercy shew ; 

Thy saving health to us afford, 
jiud life in us renew. 

8. ^nd now, what God the Lord will speak, 
I will go straight and bear, 

For to his people he speaks peace. 

And to his saints y*wZ/ dear. 
To his dear saints he will speak peace ; 

But let them never more 
Return to folly, hut surcease 

To trespass as before. 

0, Surely, to such as do him fear 

Salvation is at hand ; 
And glory shall ere long appear 

To dwell within our land. 
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10. Mercy and Truth, that long were missed 
JIgw Joyfully are met ; 

Sweet Peace and Righteousness have kiss'd, 
And hand m hand are set. 

1 1 . Truth from the earth, like to afiower^ 
Sliall bud and blossom then ; 

And Justice, from her heavenly bower, 
Look down on mortal men, 

12. The Lord will also then bestow 
Whatever thing is good ; 

Our land shall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits to be our food, 

13. Before him Righteousness shall go; 
IRs royal Harbinger : 

Then will he come, and not be slow. 
His footsteps cannot erf. 
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PSALM LXXXPT. 

1. Thy gracious ear, O Lord^ incline^ 

hear me, I thee pray ; 
For I am poor, and almost pine 

With need, atid sad decay. 

2. Preserve my soul ; for I have tyocl 
Thy wajrs, and love the just; 

Save thou thy servant, O my God, 
Who still in thee doth trust. 

3. Pity me, Lord, for daily thee 

1 call ; 4. O make rejoice 

Thy servant's soul ; for Lord, to thee 
I lift my soul aiid voice. 

5. For thou art good, thou, Lord, are prone 
To pardon, thou to all ♦ 

Art full of mercy, thou alone 
To them that on thee call. 

6. Unto my supplication, Lord, 
Give car, and to the cry 

Of my incessant prayers afford 
Thy hearing graciously. 
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7. I, in the day of my distress^ 
Will call on the thee/or aid; 

For thou wilt grant me free access^ 
And answer what I pray* d. 

8. Like thee among the Gods is none^ 

Lord ; nor any works 

Of all that other Gods have done 
lAke to thy glorious works. 

9. The Nations all whom tfaoa Itast made 
Shall come, and all shall frame 

To bow them low before thee. Lord, 
And glorify liiy Name. 

10. For great thou art, and wonders great 
By thy strong hand are done \ 

Thou, in thy everlasting seat, 
Remainest Grod alone. r 

11. Teach me, O Lord, thy way Tnost right; 

1 in thy truth will bide; 

To fear thy Name my heart unite. 
So shall it never slide, 

12. Thee will I praise, O Lord my God^ 
Thee honour and adore 
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With my whole hearty asd Maze abroad 
Thy name for evennoreu 

13. For great thy mercy » toitaid me^ 
And thou hast freed my soul. 

Even from the h w n ej t Ml set firee^ 
Fhun deepest darkne89ffmL 

14. O God, the proud against ineibc. 
And violent men are met 

To seek my life, and m their eyes 
No fear of theelnnrr set* 

15. But thou. Lord, art the God most mSd^ 
Readiest thy grace to shew. 

Slow to be angry, and art styFd 
Most merciful, most true. 

16. O, turn to me thy face at length, 
And me have mercy on ; 

Unto thy scpva»t give thy strenght. 
And save thy handmaid*s son. 

17. Some sign of good to me affortf. 
And let my foes the7i see. 

And be ashamed; because thou, Lorrf, 
Dost help and comfort me. 
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PSALM LXXXFII. 



1. Among the holy mountains high 
Is his foundation fast ; 

There seated in his semctuary. 
His temple there isplac'tL 

2. Sion's fair gates the Lord loves more 
Than all the dwellings /air 

Of Jacob's landy though there be store. 
And all within his care. 

S. City of God^ most glorious things 
Of thee abroad are spoke ; 

4. I mention Egypt, where proud hings 
Did our forefathers yoke. 

I mention Babel to my friends, 

PhilistiajTwK q/^«coni ; 
And Tyre with Ethiops' utmost ends, 

Lo this man there was bom : 

5, But tunce that praise shaU in our ear 
Be said of Sion last ^ 
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This and this man was bom in her ; 
High God shall fix her fast. 

6. The Lord shall write it in a scroll 
That ne'er shall be out-worn, 

When he the nations doth infoll, 
That this man there was born. 

7. Both they who sing, and they who dance. 
With sacred songs are there ; 

In thee fresh brooks^ and soft streams glance^ 
jind all my fountains clear* 
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PSALM LXXXVIII. . 



1. Lord God^ that dost me save and keep^ 
All day to thee I cry ; 

And all night long before thee weep^ 
Before thee prostrate lie* 

2. Into thy presence let my prayer 
With sighs devout ascend ; 

And to my cries^ that ceaseless are. 
Thine ear with favour bend. 

3. For^ cloyM with woes and trouble sore^ 
Surcharged my soul doth lie ; 

My life^ at DecUKs vnchearful door. 
Unto the grave draws nigh, 

4. Reckoned I am with them that pass 
Down to the dismal pit ; 

I am a man, but weak alas ! 
And for that name unfit* 

5. From life discharge and parted quite^ 
Among the dead to sleep; 

And like the slain in bloody fight. 
That in the grave lie deep, 

VOL. IV* Bb 
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Whom diou rememberest no more^ 

Dost never more regard, 
Them, from thy hand deliver'd o'er, 

Death? s hideous house. hath barrd. 
6. Thou in the lowest ^^xX. profound 

Hast set me all forlorn^ 
Where thickest darkness hovers rounds 

In horrid deeps to mofim. 
7- Thy \rrath, from which fio shelter savesy 

Full sore doth press on me ; 
Thou break'st upon me all thy waves.. 

And all thy waves break me. 
S. Thou dost my friends from me estrange. 

And mak'st xskt odious. 
Me to them odious, ybr they change^ 

And I hiere pent up thus. 

9. Through sorrow, and affliction great. 
Mine eye grows dim and dead ; 

Lord, all the day I thee entreat. 
My hands to thee 1 spread, 

10. Wilt thou do wonders on the dead? 
Shall the deceased arise, 

And praise thee/rom their loathsome bed^ 
With pate a?id hollaiv eyes ? 

11. Shall they thy loving kindness tell, 
On whom the grave hath hofdf 

Or they, who in perdition dwells 
Thy faithfulness unfold ? 
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12. In darknesis can thy mighty hand 
Or wonderous acts be known ? 

Thy justice in the gloomy land 
Of dark oblivioti ? 

13. But I to thee, O Loard, do cry> 
Ere yet my life be spent / 

And up to thee my prayer doth hie, 
Each morn, and thee prevents 

14. Why wilt thou. Lord, my soul forsake^ 
And bide thy feoe from me, 

1 5. That am already bruis'd, ^d shake 
With terrour sent from thee ? 

Bruis'd, and afflicted, and so low 

As ready to expire 5 
While I thy terrours unda:gQ, 

Astonish'd with thine ire. 

16. Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow } 
Thy tlireatenings cut me through : 

17* All day they round about me go. 

Like waves they me pursue. 
18. Lover and friend thou hast remov*dj 

And sever'd from me far : 
They Jly me now whom I have lov'd. 

And as in darkness are* 



2c 
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A PARAPHRASE an PSALM CXIK 



This and the foUomng Psalm were done by the 
Author at ff teen years old. 

When the blest seed of Terah's faithful son^ 

After long toil, their liberty had won ; 

And past from Pharian fields to Canaan land. 

Led by the strength of the Almighty's hand ; 

Jehovah's wonders were in Israel showii^ 

His praise and glory was in Israel known. 

That saw the troubled Sea, and shivering fled,- 

And sought to hide his froth-becurled head 

Low in the earth ; Jordan's clear streams recoil. 

As a feint host, that hath received the foil. 

The high huge-bellied mountains skip, like rams 

Amongst the ewes 5 the little hills, like lambs. 

Why fled the ocean ? And why skipt the mountains ? 

Why turned Jordan toward his crjfstal fountains ? 

Shake, Earth ; and at the presence be aghast 

Of Him that ever was, and ajre shall last ; 

That glassy floods from rugged rocks can crush. 

And make soft rills from fiery flint-stones gush \ 
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PSALM CXXXFI. 



Lbt us^ with a gladsome mind^ 
Praise the Lord^ for he is kind i 

For his mercies aye endure. 

Ever £aithfiil, ever sure. 
Let us blaze his name abroad. 
For of Gods he is the God, 

For his &e. 
O, let us his praises tell. 
Who doth the wrathful tyrants qyelL 

For his &c. 
Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heaven, and Earth to shake. 

For his &c. 
Who, by his wisdom, did create 
The painted heaveos so full of stfite. 

For his &c. 
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Who did the solid earth ordain 
To rise above the watry plain. 

For his &c. 
Who, by his all-commanding mighty 
Did fill the new-made tvorld with light. 

For his &c. 
And caus'd the golden-tressed sun 
All the day long his course to run. 

For his &c. 
The homed moon to shine by night, 
Among^-t her spangled sisters bright. 

For his &c. 
He, with his thunder-clashing hand. 
Smote the first-born of Egypt land^ 

For his &c. 
And in despite of Pharaoh fell. 
He brought from thence his Israel. 

For his &c. 
The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 
Of the Erythraean main. 

For his &c. 
The floods stood still,like walls of glass. 
While the Hebrew bands did pass. 

FoF his &c. 
But full soon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power. 
For his &c. 
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His chosen people he did bless 
In the wasteful wildeniess. 

For his &c« 
In bloody battle he brought dowti 
Kings of prowess ddd renown. 

For his &c. 
He foil'd bold Seon and his host> 
That rul'd the Amorr^an coast. 

For his &c. 
And large^limbM Og he did subdue^ 
With all his over-hardy crew. 

For his &c. 
And^ to his servant Isra^l^ 
He gave their land therein to dwellt 

For his &c. 
He hath^ with a piteous eye^ 
Beheld us in our misery* 

For his &c. 
And freed us from the slavery 
Ofthe invading enemy. 

For his &c. 
All living creatures he doth feed^ 
And with full hand supplies their need* 

For his &c. 
Let us therefore warble forth 
His mighty majesty and worth. 

For bis &c. 
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NUMBER f. 



OoNSlDERiNG it as a duty incumbent on me^ 
preserve a brief history of Cowper's compositions 
relating to Milton^ I annex the following^ which 
appeared as a Preface to the first edition of his Mil- 
tonic Translations^ as an Appendix to this volume. 
To render my account of those compositions the 
more satisfactory, I embraced every opportunity of 
giving it in the words of my departed friend. 

In the autumn of 1791> he was invited by his 
bookseller, Mr. Johnson, to engage in the project 
of preparing a magnificent edition of Milton. The 
proposal had much to please, and little to alarm hi9 
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fancy ; for he esteemed both the intelligence^ and 
the integrity of the person^ who was to conduct the 
business; and he was animated with a fervent desire 
to promote the glory of his favorite poet. Yet such 
was the genuine modesty^ with which Cowper used 
to contemplate his own extraordinary mental powers^ 
that his native diffidence induced him at first to 
decline the invitation, A letter that he wrote to 
Mr, Johnson, after thinking more deliberately or 
the subject, contains the following expressions. 

" Weston, Sept. 6, 1791. 

" I have at length brought myself 
to something like a hope, that I may perhaps 
prove equal to this business, and in consequence 
have resolved to attempt it : but must depend on 
you for my implements. Newton^ s edition Ihave^ 
but have nothing moreJ^ 

Writing to his friend, Mr. Rose, in the same 
month, he thus completely explains the extent of 
liis new undertaking. 

" The Lodge, Sept. 14, 1791. 

^^ You, who kwotv how necessary it 
is for me to be employed, tvill be glad to hear, thcst 
I Juive been called to a new literary engagement^ 
and that I have not refused it. A Milton, that is 
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io rival, and if possible to exceed in' splendor. 
BoydeWs Shakespeare, is i9i contemplation; and I 
am in the editor's office. Fuseli is the painter. 
My business will be to select notes from others, 
and to write original notes: to translate the 
Latin and Italian poemsy and to give a correct 
text. I shaU have years allowed me to do U 
tn. 

Although the translator seems^ m this letter^ to 
have taken some pleasure in reflecting, that a great 
length of time was to he allowed for his perform- 
ance^ he had a mind naturally fervent, that loved to 
grapple itself, without delay, to a laudablcr enter- 
prize, and not to recede ftom its woik, while any 
part of it remained unfiilkhed. With this spirit he 
immediately began his translations 5 and in Novem- 
ber \^^\, he thus informed his friend Mr. Hill 
how he advanced in the wcxrk. 

^ Xhave made a considerable pro- 
gress in the translation of Milton^ s jLatin poems. 
I give them, as opporttmity offers, all the variety 
cf measure, that lean. Some I render in heroic 
rhyme, some in stanzas, some in seven, and some 
in eiglit syllable measure, and some in blank verse. * 
They will altogether, I hope, make an agreeable 
miscellany for the English reader. They are cer^- 
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iamfygood in themselves j and canTwtfaU io please 
ha by the fault qf the translm^r" 

Cowper proceeded so chearfallj id his woA^ 
that although he did not begm the sieries of his 
translations till towards the middle of SepienitieT, 
179I9 he had neariy completed the whole before the 
end of that year. 

On the 10th of December, he gave the fol- 
lowing account of himself, and his advanein^ per- 
formance, to his friend Mr. Hurdis. 

^^ / am much obliged to you for 
wishing that I were employed in some original 
work, rather than in translation. To tell the 
truth, I am of your mikd; and unless I could 
find anotliev Homer , I shall promise (I believe) 
and vow, when I have done with Milton, never to 
translate again. But my veneration for our great 
countryman is equal to what IfeelJ^or the Grecian; 
and consequently I am Imppy, and feel myself 
hxmoTohly employed whatever lean do for MiUon. 
I am now translating his Epitaphium Ikimanis / 
a pastoral, in my judgement, equal to any of 
Virgil's bucolics, but of which Dr* Johnson (so it 
pleased him) speaks as I remember contemptuously* 
JBut he, who never saw any beauty in a rural scene^ 
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ipa$ not likely to have mticb taste for a pastoraL 
— ^In pace quiescat !'* 

It appears probable from a subsequent letter to 
the same friend, that the whole series of Cowper's 
translations from Milton was completed in February 
1192 J ior ID that months he said to Mr« Hurdis : 

^ Milton at present engrosses m^ 
altogether * His Latin pieces I have translated, 
and have begtm tvith the ItaUan : These are few 
and fcUl not detain me long. I shall then proceed 
immediately to deliberate upon^ and to settle, the 
plan of my commentary, which I have hitherto 
Jkad but little time to consider^** 

Letters written before my first acquaintance 
with Cowper, have supplied the preceding account 
ef the <Higinj and progress^ of this posthunKMis 
pHblicatk>n ; what I have yet to add concerning it 
will cMefly consist of a few particulars^ that I 
learaed in the course of my own intimacy witb 
Cowper- 

That ififiniacy C(Hnmenced in consequence of 
tny writing to him in February, 1792, on hearing, 
tTjat we had been represented as rival biographers. 

His reply to my first letter was liberal, and 
friendly, in so hig!i a degree, that I sKall indulge 
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an hoaest pride in transcribing the following pas- 
iage: — 

^* Irejoke that you are emfioyed to 
dp justice to the character of a man, perhaps the 
chief of ally who have ever done honour to our 
country f and wfiose very name I reverence. Here 
we shall not clash, or interfere with each other y 
for a Life of Milton is no part of my bargain, 
hi short we will cope with each other in.nothingy 
but that affection, which you avow for me, un- 
worthy of it a^ I am, and which your character 
and writings, and especially your kind letter i^e^ 
begotten in my heart for you* 

" Eve7y remark of yours on lUilton 
will be highly valued by 7ne." 

% The kindness of Cowpcr made me anxious to 
afford him all the encouragement, and assistance, 
in his new undertaking, that sympathy and friend- 
ship could supply. . As Milton was to each of us an 
object of constant admiration, and at this time of 
immediate study, for different purposes, we mu- 
tually took a pleasure in animating each other to 
the prosecution of our respective works. In the 
supimer of 17^2, when Cowper was my guest in 
Sussex, our attention was doubly devoted to Milton^ 
for after fulfilling my promise of imparting to my 
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friend that life of our favourite poet, in which I had 
then made some progress 5 I had the great pleasure 
of revising with him all his translations from the 
Latin and Italian poetry of Milton. We compared 
the versions continually with the originals, and 
the excellent translator in the course of this revi- 
sal made many considerable improvements in vari** 
ous parts of his work. Let me here remark, to 
the honour of Cowper, that with all his poetic 
powers, he was ever willing to receive, and to avail 
himself of friendly criticism, with a spirit equally 
modest and grateful. Our sentiments concerning 
the many compo5itions,whichwe examined together^ 
were so happily in unison, that we had no differ- 
ence of opinion upon any one poem of the diver- 
sified collection ; and we most cordially agreed in 
thinking, that the verses addressed by Milton to his 
father are the most exquisite, and delightful, in the 
whole series of his Latin poetry. They have a pe- 
culiar tenderness and dignity of sentiment, united 
to the most delicate and powerful expression. 

Of this charming poen^, Dr. Symmons ha^ 
added a translation in rhyme to his animated life of 
Milton. His translation has considerabfc merit; 
but my opinion of the respectable author's taste and 
candour is such, that I persuade myself he will 
agree with me in thinking the blank verse of Cow- 
per, in expressing the same ideas, has more hap* 

VOXi. IV. c c 
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ply ^^^ At ^Mn^m khi spirit of the eiri- 

Another fevorke of Ca#|>e¥*s> the E^tllipltilim 
]>amt^ni»9 has be<^tl ttansbited ifl ^ct^ and ele*- 
gantly transited', by Langhottv6; but, I tMst, 1 
am i^ot inlhiete^ hy any uMMe pftrtiafity m J)tc- 
furring die f^li^sidtt of iny frfdad. 

H« fitnshed his i-evfebl, aijtl collection, of all 
Ac ti^iwlat^d poems-, while ho was with itte ia 
Sil r g^fc jl: but at a period «^ch later, atidwhenbii 
s|)ii{t$ had saffered the fB^»9t d^plomble depressl^ 
te c6D9passion^te Iciosmai^ with whbtti ho fesfdisi 
at l)ferehatt^> oemtriv^d to amc^e his ii^^od by ^^^- 
rrig to hifti these translation*, and by indteitofg frfia 
to retouch a few passages. It is worthy of remark, 
that, dejected as he was, he made a considefaWe 
improvement in his conclusion of the Ode to Rouse, 
by new-modelling the four laist lirtcs. His kind ref- 
lation added a memorandum with a pencil at tihe 
bottom of the page, by which it appears, that the 
improvement, I speak of, Was ndade by Cowpiir on 
the 22d of August, 179S, a time, when the cala- 
mitMis stbte of his health gave a peculiar interest to 
every exfttioH of his mind. 

But to return to the happier seasoti, ^en he 
epoke chearfuUy at Earthatn of what be had ialr^dy 
done, and what he intended to do, as an editbjr Hf 
Milton ! Althoi^h the translations were (^mp\etc69 
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ibe more burthensome part of hk vndertddng, a 
fiiojeoted oommeiiliry, was hardly begun-«-biit to 
flus he looked forward with chearful hopes^ and he 
thus expressed his own feelings on the subject in 
writing to Mr. Johnson* 

^^ Eartham, Jktg. 21, 1792. 

<€ ^ ; — Since our urrwtd 

here Mrs* Unwin has seemed daily to recover 
eiterigth, so that I have hopes of carrymg her back 
to ffeston^ about the middle of September ^ in ^mcA 
• stgie cf health as tvill consist with a Hifle more 
dUigenoe and conetanq/ on my part in the work^ 
ymi have given me to do* 

" I thank you for setting my heart 
mi rest from the disqmetude^ IfeU, when I wrote 
Uist^ on the score of Ome, lest I should not be 
ready at the moment* I long nevertheless to be 
nuddng a progress; and shall notaUow myse^ to 
Unier merely because I am not pressed. In tnUk 
I have no wish at present more sincere, or eardent, 
4hanio^fimsk my MUtomc labours, that I may 
fiud myself at full letsure for poetry, hmng 
h eLf v md by experienoe, that to idivide my nttentien 
Jkeiween 4wo objects, is to give tusither of them a 
jn^^iffuaat share afUT 
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mentaiy on 'Milton, he felt the want of a proper 
collection of books for that purpose: but he had 
sererai friends, idio took a pleasure in the hope of 
supplylne; him with every thing he could require: 
One sent him that rarity of Italian literature, the 
Adamo of Andreini. Another a copy of Bentley's 
Miiton, containing many very severe censures, in 
manuscript, against the presumptuous editor, written 
probably when the book was published in 1732. 
These smothered embers of ancient animosity (to 
borrow a metaphor which Cowper used on another 
oeeasion) he was far from wishing to rekindle; for 
although he did not scruple to join a host of eminent 
writei's in blaming the arrogance of Bentley, (in one 
of his letters he alludes, with much pleasantry, to 
the Doctor's contentious spirit) yet he considered 
the bitter squabbles of literary men as a disgrace to 
literature ; and thought it most worthy of a scholar 
and a Christian, rather to suppress the hasty occa- 
sional virulence even of angry wit, than to give it 
new circulation. 

The task of pointing out the numerous ab- 
surdities of Bentley, in his endeavour to improve 
the poetry of Milton, would not properly have be- 
longed to Cowper, had he continued his commentary, 
because that painful task had been sufficiently, and 
temperately, performed by Doctor Pearce in his 
judicious " Review of the Text of PctradiseLost** 
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When Bentley's unfortunate Milton first ap-^ 
peared,' *^ it was received (says Mr. Todd) witk 
disgust and derision \" It has given rise to various^ 
angry invectives against the veteran of criticism, 
who was at 'that time so far advanced in the vale 
of years, that he ought perhaps to have been uni-^ 
versally treated with pity, rather than anger; for 
his Milton was a work of the great scholar's de-> 
dining days, and seems to prove, that he was then 
sinking into that most pitiable dotage, to which the 
ifeutest of human minds 'are liable; especially those 
active minds, whose ardour may have hurried them 
into excesses of mental labour! But Bentley had 
rendered himself an object of much satirical indig-> 
nation : he had indulged his spleen in the unbe* 
Coming, and perilous, habit of speaking very con- 
temptuously of other eminent writers. He had su-* 
perciliously offended an irritable race, whom how- 
ever he regarded so highly, that he shewei^ some- 
thing like a desire to be reckoned one of their tribe^ 
for, in the preface to his Milton, he applied to himr 
self the following words of a great poet. 

" Sunt et mihi carmina; iwc quoque dicunt 
Vatem pastores; sed non ego credulus illis." 

Whatever might be the Doctor's credulity, or 
incredulity on this topic, he had the temerity to in- 
sult Pope in conversation* by calling his Ho^uer a 
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prMjf poem; and the msult was ^ powtrfully 
cvcnged^ that its pumshmeot can never bt &r^ 
gotten. 

The irritability oi authcurs appears to have be^ 
in all ages^ a subject of ^regret to their friends^ but 
the author? whose posthunM>us work I am now In*' 
traducing to the public? either b^piljr escaped, or 
had the virtue to correct in himself that infectioas 
iuling which a Roman poet who had studied mm^ 
kind has mentioned as a characteristic<^hisfiateroitj. 

The pure mind of Cowper was a straogeri m, 
jtM own feelings, to the common animosities of the 
world;, and he was, on all occasions, evangelicaUj 
disposed to prcMkiote peaee^ and good-will among 
inen. How much he was influenced by an amiable 
desire to avoid what might awaken? or increa>ie, en- 
mity? and 'bitterness of spirit^ he has shewn in the 
course of these translations from Milton? by omit- 
ing to translate compositions of extreme severity 
against the Catholics^ and by thus declaring his 
reason for the omission. 

*^ The Poems on the subject of the 
Gunpowder Treason I have not translated ; both 
because the matter of them is unpleasant^ and 
because they are written with an asperity ^ which, 
however it might be warranted in Milton's day, 
^ould he eatremehf unseasonaiile now i** 
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r In vrriting lo Mt. Jofanson^ on this fiubjfsct^ he 
MiplatiMd bk 9«nttinftiit» itill fiirtb«r« t 

Wk$im, Cht. SO, 17»U 
f* fFe andJh^ Papkt9 ere af pr^, 
setU. 9n amieabfe terms • They have behfwed themr. 
^elvfis peaeeabfy many years, md have lively r^-. 
emieA fmmxn from government : I should think 
iker^fin'tf that the dying embers of antient ani^ 
mosity had better not be troubled.'* 

. The traaslktor likewise omitted a few of the 
minuter poems^ which he thought not worthy of 
mnking with the res$: a privilege, that the ^d|t^ 
has also exerted t 

When Cowper was preparing to coimneQt od^ 
the l^aradise Iiost, his hookseller furnished him. 
with an ii^terleaved eopy of Newton's edition: Ia 
&ia he ins^ted a series of occasional remarks, pro-, 
eeeding regularly as &r as the 34 1st line of the 
^ bocdk. When he was with me in Sussex, I sug-* 
gcfited to him a little alteration in his plan, sup- 
posing thfit Ins fMrcjected work might he morc^ 
pleasing, both to himself, and his readers, if l^e 
<;onverted a multitude of notes into a few disserta- 
tions, devoting one to each hook of the poem. He 
tppKoved the suggestion, and resolved to pursue it 
on his return to Weston. 
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But the distress of heart, which he felt in coii'' 
templating the shattered state of his vencFable com- 
panion, Mrs. Unwin, and his own declining health 
precluded him most severely from advancing in this, 
and other literary intentions. To every reader, who 
has proper compassion, and respect, for. the cala- 
mities of afflicted genius, the following account, 
which Cowper gave me of his fruitless endeavour to 
proceed in his work, must he interesting, in no 
common degree. 

• 

" JFestoHy Ck^. 2, 1792. 
*' Yesterday was a day of a^sstgna^ 
Ntm with myself y the day, of which I said, same 
days hrfare it vame, when that day comes, I will 
begin my dissertations, Accordingly when it came, I 
prepared to do so, /tiled a letter-case with fresh 
pajter, furnished myselj with a pretty good pen, 
and replenished my iyik- bottle; but, partly from one 
cause J and partly from another, chiefly hmvever 
from distress and dejection, after writing and ob^ 
litrrating about six lines, in the composition of 
which I spent near an hour, I was obliged to rC" 
lint/uish the attempt. An attempt so unsuccessful 
could have no other effect than to dishearten me, 
and it has had that effect to such a degree, that I 
know not, when I shall ^find courage to make 
another,^' 
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In a Sttbseqaent letter of thie same month he 
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'^ 'T%e conscioumessj that there is 
VMtch to do J and nothing done, is a hurthen, I am 
not able to bear. Milton especially is my griev^ 
once ; and I might almost as well be haunted by 
his ghost, as goaded tvith continual ^reproaches for 
neglecting him. I will therefore begin : I mil do 
my best ; and if after all, that best prove good 
for nothing, I will even send the notes, worthless 
us they are, that I have made already.'* 

Anxious, as Cowper was, to complete his de* 
sign^ the variety of avocations and aflSictions, that 
encreased upon him in his latter years rendered such 
a completion imiK)ssible. Yet I have reason to be- 
lieve, that he actually finished two of the intended 
dissertations : but they have unfortunately perished 
in the confusion of his papers, and I can only 
afford his reader the mournful gratification of pe- 
rusing the imperfect notes, that 1 have mentioned* 

These I believe every reader of taste will con- 
template with a melancholy delight, for they are 
sufficient to shew, that the minds of Milton and 
Cowper were most truly congenial, and to excite a 
sincere regret, that a commentator so worthy of our 
divine bard was calamitously precluded from attend- 
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iBg turn according to hb antentioii. jLet ua how- 
erer enjoy, what he has happily accomplished I Fof 
my own part I am persuaded, that Milton could 
liardly receive an earthly honour more acceptable to 
Us spirit, than the honour of havipg bit J^atiii 
poems translated by Cowper. I feel a cordial satis-^ 
JEKrtioQ in beholding two poets so exquisite in geniuv 
and so pure of heart, thus united in their post- 
humous renown. And hope these volumes may b^ 
found not unworthy of the two associated bards, whp 
not only resembled each other in the purity and 
prevalence of their poetical talents, but in sufferi* 
ing as authors, though in very different degrees, 
both detraction and neglect ^ — ^Tbe reputation of 
Milton in particular, after sinking like a Titan overr 
whelmed under mountains of obloquy and oppress 
sion, has arisen with all the energy of a giant re- 
freshed by slumber, and taken its proper place of 
pre-eminence among the few names of universal 
celebrity, that are privileged to sleep no more. 
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A Latin Epitaph 0Siribed to MiUmi^ with Coivper's 

lopimon of it. 

In March, 1793, when Cowper was preparing 
to publish his Milton, I sent him the Epitaph on 
Cardinal Mazarine^ with thje following account of 
the manner, in which it had then happened to en- 
gage my attention^ 

" A very intelligent, and friendly collector of 
scarce books, sent me, the other day, from his owa 
library, a little old miscellany, published by Gildoa 
in 169?, containing the Epitaph on Mazarine, as- 
cribed to Milton, exactly as I enclose it to you. I 
perfectly renjember reading th^ Epitaph, when I 
was young, and admiring it so much, that many 
detached lines of it remained in my memory. In 
huotin^ for it among my own books, I find it in a 
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miscelhuiy of several volmnes^ entitled State PoefM, 
printed in 1703. The Epitaph is not ascribed to 
any author in my book ; but Milton is named^ in the 
jMreiace^ as a contributor to the collection^ and I 
find in the volume no other work that can be im- 
puted to him/' 

JulU Maztrini Cardinalis Epitaphiufny authore 

John MiUon. 

Hie jacet Julius Mazirinus^ 

Gallise Rex Italus 

Ecclesise Prcesul Laicus^ 

Europie prsedo purpuratus^ 
Fortunam omnem ambiit, omnem comipit; 

iErarium administravit^ et exhausit ; 

Civile bellum compressit, sed commovit ; 

Regni jura tuitus est, et invasit ; 

Beneficia possedit, et vendidit ; 

Pacem dedit aliquando, sed distulit, ^ 

Hostes cladil>us, cives oneribus afflixit ; 

Arrisit paucis, irrisit plurimos. 

Omnibus nocuit. 

Negotiator in templo, Tyrannus in Regno, 

Praedo in Ministerio, 

Vulpes in Consilio, 

Grassator in Bello, 

Solus nobis in pace hostis. 

Fortunam olim adversam, aut clusit aut vicit ; 



APPENDIX. «a3r 

£t nostro seculo vidiaiiis 

Adorari fugitivuiQ^ 

Imperare civibus exulem> 

Regnare proscriptum. 

Quid deinde egent^ rogas ? Paucis accipe. 

Lusit, fefellit, rapuit : 

Ferreum nobis seculum induxit^ sibi ex auro nostro * 

Aureum fecit. * 
Quorundam capitis nullius fortunis p^rdt, ^ 
Homo crudeliter elemens; 
Pluribus tandem morbis elanguit^ 
Plures ei mortes coelo irrogante^ ® 
Cui Senatus olim unam decreverat : '' 
Vincenni se arcibus inclusit moritanis; * 
Id quidem apte ^ 
Quae sivit carcerem j 
Diu Iffidentem animam retinuit, aegre reddidit^ *• 
Sic retinere omnia didicerat. 
Nil su& sponte reddere. 
Constanter tamen visurus est mori^ quid mirum? '* 
Ut vixit sic obiit dissimulans, 
Ne morbum quidem novere qui purabant ; 
Hac un^ fraude nobis profuit ; 
Fefellit Medicos ; 
Mortuas est tamen^ ni fallimur; moriens 
Regem regno, Regnum Regi restituit ; 

Reliquit 
Prsesulibus pessima exampb^ 
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Avhcis iiilMhi dMlBkiy 
Adopting aitijriiaBidiA sfiolia^ ^^ 

SuccessorflNw 'Sliid ^toh^ ]^«l^ncli artes^ 

ImmensAs tftm^n oped lioet pirofuderit^ 

Id «»«« iMibmt ex ^»» fcioit dtret^ 

NofMir stttmi* 

Titm! pi4ttHim pfttoit vttfiKnn cor 

Mttzittri^ 

Qaod nee preeitim^ nee hLCtfO^, nee iDJtif iis move- 

IMti •^pOMesivimtK^ iBvefyere nttedici 

Cor Lapidemn. 

Qaod mortuas ad hue omnia moveat^ et administret 

ne mireris, 

Stipendia in banc anncrm recepit. 

Nee fraudat post mortem bona fidei : " 

Qho tandem evaserit forsitan, fogas ; 

Coelam (si rapitur) tenet, si dator mentis, longeabest. 

Sed abi, Viator et cave ; 

Nam hie tumuhis 

Efet Specus Lfittronis* 

headings in miother X!opy. 

* Galliae Rex Italicus. 

• Pacem dedit aliqaando, diu distalit. 
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* Ferreum nobis indaxit, soeculam sibi 

* Ex anro nostro aureum fecit. 

* Qaorundam Capitibns^ nailins fortanis pepercit. 

* Plures ei a Caelo mortes erogatse^ 

^ C«i SeDatos olim unam tantum decreverat. 

* Vicentinis se arcibas inelusit moritaras« 

* Et quidem apte. 

*® Dia cedentem animam rctinuit, aegre reddidit, 
*i CoBStanter tamen visus est mori, quid miram ? 
^ Adoptiva amplissima spolia. 
IS Nee firaadat post mortem vir bonus fideL 



Extract of a letter from Cowper. 

3farch 19, 1793- 
" TTkonks for Mazarine* s Epttapfiz 
R is full of ivitty Paradox y and is written with a 
f'Orce and severity which mfficiently bespeaJc ike 
author. I accomtt it an inesHmMe turiasity^ 
and shall be happy y when time shall serve, with 
your aid to make a good translation of it — But 
that wiU be a stubborn business-^Adien.** 
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